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ASTON MARTIN
DBR9
VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
1-passenger, 2-door race car

ESTIMATED PRICE AS TESTED: $900,000 

ENGINE TYPE: DOHC 48-valve 6.0-liter V-12, 
aluminum block and heads, port fuel injection, 
625 hp (est), 550 lb-ft (est)

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed sequential manual

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 107.9 in Length: 187.7 in Width: 77.9 in 
Height: 47.0 in Curb weight: 2579 lb

ACCELERATION

Temperature: 62˚F
Humidity: 84% 
Barometric pressure: 29.55 in Hg

WEATHER

Keeping the Aston on the small 200-foot-
diameter skidpad circle meant traveling 
at about 40 mph, which isn’t nearly fast 
enough for the aerodynamic aids to be 
effective. Thus, the 1.17-g figure is far less 
than the 2.50 to 3.00 g the DBR9 achieves 
on a racetrack.
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a “shift without lift” feature. The driver 
keeps his foot flat on the gas and pulls the 
lever back hard; a row of lights on the in-
strument panel glows orange when it’s time 
to snatch another gear. When downshift-
ing, it’s not necessary to use the clutch, but 
doing so is kinder on the car. 

The V-12 engine reduces straightaways 
to short gaps between corners, as one would 
expect in a car weighing 2579 pounds and 
powered by about 625 horsepower. From 
outside, the engine sounds fantastic, emit-

ting a strident yet mellifluous wail that 
could only be a V-12’s. Like all good rac-
ing cars, the DBR9 batters the senses. The 
cabin gets hot in a hurry, and even at our 
modest speeds, the power of the brakes and 
the amount of cornering grip strain neck 
and arm muscles. Hitting curbs is a jar-
ring experience, too, because the car has a 
ride that’s as brittle as a railway handcar’s. 
The engine, which sounds so sweet on the 
sidelines, is plain loud, like being inside 
a boombox.

But the DBR9 is also an effective tool. 
The steering relays information like a 
supercomputer, the brakes are astonish-
ing, and there’s so much grip that it’s 
hard to find the limits except in slow cor-

ners, where the car understeers mildly. 
In the faster stuff, it just grips, with no 
perceptible handling traits. Team driver 
 Stéphane Sarrazin pulls 2.30 g in sections 
of Mosport, while we’re getting 1.60 g. On 
the skidpad, we recorded only 1.17 g, but 
at comparatively low speeds we weren’t 
generating enough downforce to produce 
big lateral numbers. 

The DBR9 is a spectacular piece. It looks 
and sounds great and makes one wonder if 
the people who rule motorsports shouldn’t 
abandon high-priced prototypes and tailor 
the rules to cars like this. Who wouldn’t 
want to watch no-holds-barred racing 
among cars that people can relate to? It’s 
worked for NASCAR in the past. ●
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