
generate the cornering mastery of the Fer-
rari.” But Robinson found that the Z8 was
“easier to drive quickly immediately than
the Ferrari.”

We all agreed that the convertible top
was perhaps the BMW’s weakest point.
With the roof erected, the Z8 was easily
the noisiest of the three cars on the
highway, with wind roar becoming promi-
nent at 70 mph.

Lowering the top is easy enough,
requiring only the press of a button on the
console. But fitting the tonneau is a two-
person job requiring a particularly diffi-
cult, and largely invisible, insertion of two
retaining fingers into a pair of narrow slots
recessed between the two seats.
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BMW Z8
Highs: Silky and effortlessly muscular
drivetrain, superb assembly quality,
distinctively vintage feel.

Lows: Excessive wind roar with the top up,
excessive wind with the top down, distinctively
vintage feel.

The Verdict: 427 Cobra swagger with modern
sophistication.
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transmission/
price, gear ratios:1/ curb weight

,noitubirtsid,thgiew/hpm,deepstsetmumixamtenEAS/esab
as tested engine power/torque axle ratio:1 pounds % front/rear

ASTON MARTIN 64/454624/citamotuadeeps-5/mpr0006@phb414niuc263,21-Vevlav-84CHOD/237,951$
DB7 VANTAGE $170,137 (5935cc), aluminum block and heads, 398 lb-ft @ 5000 rpm 3.55, 2.24, 1.54, 1.00, 0.79/
VOLANTE /561,561,801,47,74htiwmetsyslortnoc-enigneV-CEEdroF

60.3noitcejnileuftrop

BMW 94/154943/launamdeeps-6/mpr0066@phb493niuc203,8-Vevlav-23CHOD/554,431$
Z8 $134,455 (4941cc), aluminum block and heads, 368 lb-ft @ 3800 rpm 4.23, 2.53, 1.67, 1.23, 1.00, 0.83/

/551,551,921,59,36,73lortnoc-enigne25SSMsnemeiS
83.3noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

FERRARI $176,512/ DOHC 40-valve V-8, 219 cu in 395 bhp @ 8500 rpm/ 6-speed manual with automatic 3424 42/58
360 SPIDER F1 $176,512 (3586 cc), aluminum block and heads, 275 lb-ft @ 4750 rpm shifting and clutch/

/58.0,30.1,72.1,16.1,61.2,92.3-enigne3.7EMcinortoMhcsoB2
/571,341,611,19,86,54noitcejnileuftrophtiwsmetsyslortnoc

4.44
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acceleration, seconds

0–60 0–100 0–130 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

ASTON MARTIN DB7 5.0 11.9 21.6 13.6 @ 5.5 2.9 3.7 165 175
VANTAGE VOLANTE )denrevog(hpm601

BMW 4.6 10.9 19.2 13.0 @ 4.9 6.9 5.8 155 164
Z8 )denrevog(hpm011

FERRARI 4.6 11.7 21.9 13.2 @ 5.3 7.4 7.8 175 175
360 SPIDER F1 )detimilenilder(hpm601

TEST AVERAGE 4.7 11.5 20.9 13.3 @ 5.2 5.7 5.8 165 171
107 mphC

/D
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With the tonneau in place, the Z8 looks
gorgeous, but airflow in the cockpit is not
very well managed. Even with the wind
blocker in place between the two head-
rests, gale-force backdrafts abound. If the
day is cold when you put the top down,
you will appreciate the powerful seat
heaters.

These top-down shenanigans are
directly related to the Z8’s vintage, upright
stance. “You seem to sit on this car, rather
than in it.” Several of us who liked the Z8’s
vintage fashion statement “loved the inte-
rior treatment and finish” and found the
steering wheel to be “a work of art.”
Hutton complained about the “awful
‘spring’ steering wheel” and “the blank
space where I want the rev counter and
speedo to be.”

Robinson summed up the Z8 as “a
hugely refined and sophisticated Cobra.”

That’s about right, and if that blend appeals
to you, the BMW Z8 is very hard to beat.

First Place
Ferrari 360 Spider F1

In our September 2000 issue, Ferrari’s
360 Modena F1 coupe took on Aston
Martin’s DB7 Vantage and Porsche’s

incredible 911 Turbo, and won. But is
that any reason to expect a similar vic-
tory from Ferrari’s 360 Spider in a
contest with these two elegant com-
petitors, given that convertibles are
required to fulfill a different set of
expectations?

Obviously, the answer is yes. Ferrari
has somehow taken all the sensory
delights from the Modena and trans-
planted them, undiluted, into the Spider,
and then capped the whole deal with a
convertible top that proves irreproach-
able in appearance and operation.

It isn’t just that the one-touch auto-
matic operation deploys and unfurls the
top in a spectacular dance of levers,
covers, and flaps. It’s also that the car
looks great with the top up, and it drives
with the solidity and isolation of a

coupe.
Then, when you consign the top to its

lair beneath the gleaming hard tonneau
covers—completely concealing its pres-
ence under a long rear deck—the loss of a
roof profile and its critical C-pillar volume
is balanced by such visual details as roll
hoops, fins, and a glass engine cover.
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interior volume,
dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc

,knat-leehw brakes,
base length width height gallons front rear trunk front rear front/rear tires

102.0 183.7 72.0 49.6 21.7 50 18 5 ind, unequal-length control ind, 1 fixed-length half-shaft vented, Bridgestone
arms, coil springs, and 1 lower control arm, coil cross-drilled S-02;
anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar disc/vented F: 245/40ZR-18,

disc; anti- R: 265/35ZR-18
lock control

98.6 173.2 72.0 51.9 19.3 51 — 5 ind, strut located by a ind, 1 control arm and 2 vented disc/ Dunlop
control arm, coil springs, lateral links per side, coil vented disc; SP Sport 9000A;
anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock F: 245/45WR-18 96Y,

control R: 275/40WR-18 99Y

102.3 176.3 75.7 48.6 25.1 52 — 7 ind; unequal-length ind; unequal-length vented disc/ Pirelli
control arms; coil springs; control arms with a toe- vented disc; P Zero Asimmetrico;
2-position, cockpit- control link; 2-position, anti-lock F: 215/45ZR-18 89Y,
adjustable shock cockpit-adjustable shock control R: 275/40ZR-18 99Y
absorbers; anti-roll bar absorbers; anti-roll bar

emergency- fuel economy, mpg
lane-change EPA EPA C/D 400-

maneuver, mph city highway mile trip

56.3 11 18 15

59.5 13 21 13

62.7 10 16 12

59.5 11 18 13


