
wail like that of an F1 car from the ’70s
and even has the guys in other cars
laughing like schoolboys.

Peter Robinson wrote: “The Ferrari
should get 11 out of 10 in the fun cate-
gory.” He’s right. Everything in the
Spider has been crafted to provide max-
imum fun. The engine rasps, snarls, and
howls its way to the 8500-rpm redline,
ticking past 100 mph in 11.7 seconds on
the way to its redline-limited top speed
of 175 mph. The steering wheel thrills
with messages from the front wheels
and transmits its responses to your
hands in genetic code. And the F1 trans-
mission—although requiring some
practice to achieve optimal smooth-
ness—allows you to play boy racer
without the need for any tricky pedal
boogie.

Being mid-engined, the Spider turns
in with an immediacy that is notably
different from the two front-engined
cars. Unlike the Z8, which kind of
swings the nose around the driver, the
Ferrari rotates car and driver in one
piece. With excellent road feel, strong
brakes, and its mass centralized
between the axles, the 360 will corner
very hard indeed, offering linear
response at the helm until the meaty
Pirellis begin to push wide.

To keep a driver’s enthusiasm from
overreaching his capabilities, the Spider
has ASR—a stability program—that
steps in to cut the power and selectively
apply brakes to control yaw. A sport
switch alters the threshold of the sta-
bility system while also altering the
variable-damping shock menu.

Thus, Ferrari’s electronics protect
the inexpert driver and cater to the
expert at the same time. When you add
this contemporary technical sophistica-
tion to a car that offers a surprising
amount of passenger space, decent
ergonomics, fairly generous room in the
front trunk and behind the seats for lug-
gage, plus peerless visual and tactile
delights, you end up with a car that is
paradoxically versatile and charismatic.
As Hutton noted: “The surprising thing
is that it is the most extreme car, yet it’s
also, in many ways, the easiest to use.”
Putting it another way, that means we
have a winner on our hands.                    
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engine mission brakes handling ride comfort nomics amenities finish styling motoring drive RATING*

ASTON MARTIN 
DB7 VANTAGE 9 7 9 8 9 8 7 7 9 8 7 8 89
VOLANTE

BMW 10 9 9 9 7 8 7 9 10 8 6 9 92
Z8

FERRARI 10 9 9 10 8 9 10 6 9 9 10 10 97
360 SPIDER F1

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resu lting in the numbers shown above.
* The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes

other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.
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The engine rasps, snarls,
and howls its way to the
8500-rpm redline.


