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working for a perfection other cars might
not notice.

The F1 gearbox—a six-speed manual
system in which all the shifting and clutch
work are done by electrohydraulic wiz-
ardry—lets you devote full attention to
your path, working the paddles with just
your fingertips. Switched to the “sport”
position, it bangs the shifts home harder
than we ever would on the road. Or you
can push the “auto” button and let the com-
puter call the shifts.

This Ferrari, at 3291 pounds, is the
leanest car in the group, and it always feels
light on its feet. Apart from the quickness
of the controls, and the relentlessly exhil-
arating noises, it’s surprisingly easy to live
with. The trunk in front is remarkably spa-
cious, better by far than the Porsche’s.
Cockpit entry and exit are easy. The sill is
low and painless to slip across. The people
space is broad, with lots of elbowroom and
a fairly normal driving position. Wheel
location is about right, unlike the monkey
reach required in Ferraris of yore. You
can’t brace against the door during cor-
nering; it’s too far away. But no problem:
The seat has terrific lateral support. The
cowl is low, opening to a big-picture view
ahead. The driver works in a tach-centered
office, a big dial straight ahead with big
numbers up to 10 (thousand). Our only
serious complaint concerns the 12-volt
outlet located rearward in the console,
leaving a long reach to the windshield for
the radar-detector cord. Well, the warning
beeps, chirps, and whistles that come along
for free with various ignition-key positions
get annoying pretty fast, too.

What we have here is a machine that
never stops expressing itself. And in no
case does it whisper. 
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engine mission handling steering ride comfort nomics amenities finish value styling drive RATING*

ASTON MARTIN 8 8 7 6 9 8 6 7 8 7 10 7 88
DB7 VANTAGE

FERRARI 9 10 9 9 8 8 8 6 9 8 9 10 96
360 MODENA F1

PORSCHE 10 9 9 9 9 9 9 10 9 10 7 9 95
911 TURBO

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resu lting in the numbers shown above.
*The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes

other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.E
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