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ACURA 8.83/2.160872/launamdeeps-6/mpr0047@phb002niuc221,enil-ni-4evlav-61CHOD/056,32$
RSX TYPE-S $23,650 (1998cc), aluminum block and head, 142 lb-ft @ 6000 rpm; 3.27, 2.13, 1.52, 1.15, 0.92, 0.74/

Honda PGM-FI engine-control system 13.9 lb/bhp 39, 61, 85, 112, 139, 133/
93.4noitcejnileuftrophtiw

HYUNDAI 5.73/5.260403/launamdeeps-6/mpr0006@phb181niuc261,6-Vevlav-42CHOD/494,81$
TIBURON $19,344 (2657cc), aluminum block and heads, 177 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm; 3.15, 1.94, 1.33, 1.06, 0.86, 0.70/
GT V-6 Hyundai engine-control system with 16.8 lb/bhp 33, 54, 79, 95, 122, 132/
(2003) 34.4noitcejnileuftrop

MITSUBISHI $24,752/ SOHC 3.73/7.260223/launamdeeps-5/mpr0575@phb012niuc181,6-Vevlav-42
ECLIPSE GTS $26,532 (2972cc), iron block and aluminum 205 lb-ft @ 3750 rpm; 2.93, 1.95, 1.41, 1.03, 0.72/
(2003) heads, Mitsubishi engine-control system 15.3 lb/bhp 37, 56, 78, 106, 141/

11.4noitcejnileuftrophtiw

TOYOTA 8.83/2.160852/launamdeeps-6/mpr0067@phb081niuc011,enil-ni-4evlav-61CHOD/040,22$
CELICA GT-S $24,731 (1796cc), aluminum block and head, 130 lb-ft @ 6800 rpm; 3.17, 2.05, 1.48, 1.17, 0.92, 0.73/

Toyota engine-control system with 14.3 lb/bhp 38, 58, 80, 102, 129, 122/
35.4noitcejnileuftrop

VOLKSWAGEN 4.63/6.360203/launamdeeps-6/mpr0055@phb081CHODdeloocretnidnadegrahcobrut/059,32$
NEW BEETLE $24,375 20-valve 4-in-line, 109 cu in (1781cc), 173 lb-ft @ 1950 rpm; 3.42, 2.11, 1.48, 1.15, 1.17, 0.97/
TURBO S iron block and aluminum head, Bosch 16.8 lb/bhp 35, 57, 82, 105, 129, 131/
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acceleration, seconds

braking, roadholding,
0–60 0–100 0–120 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, 70–0 mph, 300-foot
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph feet skidpad, g

ACURA 6.3 17.2 28.1 15.0 @ 7.1 11.5 11.1 139 196 0.83
RSX TYPE-S 94 mph

HYUNDAI 7.1 20.6 38.3 15.6 @ 7.6 9.6 10.1 132 193 0.82
TIBURON GT V-6 90 mph

MITSUBISHI 6.7 18.0 31.7 15.2 @ 7.3 9.7 10.0 141 194 0.81
ECLIPSE GTS 92 mph

TOYOTA 7.3 19.4 37.2 15.6 @ 8.0 11.5 12.7 129 166 0.88
CELICA GT-S )detimilenilder(hpm98

VOLKSWAGEN 6.7 19.3 36.9 15.0 @ 7.7 11.7 8.3 131 182 0.83
NEW BEETLE 90 mph
TURBO S

TEST AVERAGE 6.8 18.9 34.4 15.3 @ 7.5 10.8 10.4 137 186 0.83
91 mph
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you peer through the hatch glass, you see
a healthy subwoofer in the side panel.

There’s muscle on the menu, too. Our
test car has the up-option 2.7-liter V-6 of
181 horsepower mated to a six-speed
gearbox.

All of which adds up to a load of good
stuff for less than $20,000, and for four
grand less than the next coupe up this test’s
price ladder, the Acura RSX.

It all works reasonably well, too, with
a fourth-place finish just one point behind

a tie for second.
Reasonably well, but the Tiburon is not

excellent at any task, and once you’ve
savored the deal, the rest of the car is never
inspiring. Acceleration by most measures
trails the others’, although occasionally the
Tib nips ahead of the Toyota as it does in
0-to-60 times: 7.1 seconds versus 7.3. On
the skidpad its 0.82-g grip edges only the
Mitsubishi. Nearly the same story in
braking, too, where the Tiburon shades the
Eclipse by one foot and theAcura by three.

Put another way, you could say Hyundai
braking and Hyundai acceleration can play
in the same league with the famous brands,
which they surely do.

In the end, performance has little to do
with the fourth-place ranking. This is a
machine of unrefined flavors, perhaps
inevitable in a young car company. The
cockpit smells of unpleasant chemicals.
The doors slam with a junky note. The ears
and the seat of the pants report a heavy-
footed ride; it clomps over the bumps. The
interior at cruising speed fills with a dull
roar rather than mechanical music. In the
lower gears, the Hyundai has more steering
wiggles in response to power than the
others. Otherwise, the steering is lifeless
and lacking in the feel of precision that
makes a great sporting car. The gearbox
requires heavy effort; trucks are easier to
shift these days. The lever motion is trusty.
We always grabbed the right gear. But the
action is not fun.

The engine lacks thrills, too. It peaks
fairly low, far below the 6500-rpm redline,
and offers no encouragement above 5000.

None of us liked the dark-feeling inte-
rior, either. The seats are supportive but
lacking all traces of plushness. And we
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interior volume,
dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc

,knat-leehw brakes,
base length width height gallons front rear trunk front rear front/rear tires

101.2 172.2 67.9 55.1 13.2 50 26 18 ind, strut located by a ind, 1 lateral link and 1 vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, trailing link integral with a disc; Pilot HX MXM4,
anti-roll bar lower lateral link per side, anti-lock 205/55VR-16

coil springs, anti-roll bar control

99.6 173.0 69.3 52.3 14.2 51 30 15 ind, strut located by a ind, strut located by 1 vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, trailing link and 2 lateral disc Pilot Sport,
anti-roll bar links per side, coil springs, 215/45ZR-17 87Y

anti-roll bar

100.8 176.8 68.9 51.6 16.4 47 31 17 ind, strut located by a ind; 1 control arm, 2 lateral vented disc/ Goodyear
control arm, coil springs, links, and 1 diagonal link disc; Eagle RS-A,
anti-roll bar per side; coil springs; anti-lock P215/50VR-17

anti-roll bar control

102.4 170.5 68.3 51.4 14.5 52 28 17 ind, strut located by a ind, lower control arm with 2 vented disc/ Yokohama
control arm, coil springs, lateral links per side, coil disc; ADVAN A680,
anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock 205/50VR-16

control

98.7 161.1 67.9 59.0 14.5 46 35 12 ind, strut located by a ind, trailing arm integral with vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, a transverse member, coil disc; Pilot HX MXM4,
anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock 225/45HR-17

control

emergency-
interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg

lane-change road course, full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 750-
maneuver, mph lap time/mph idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

71.7 1:08.08/ 42 88 71 70 24 31 24
52.9

69.9 1:09.63/ 44 80 72 72 18 26 20
51.7

69.4 1:08.51/ 49 79 71 71 21 28 22
52.6

74.3 1:08.75/ 46 86 72 72 23 32 24
52.4

69.4 1:08.86/ 44 77 71 71 23 30 18
52.3

70.9 1:08.77/ 45 82 71 71 22 29 22
52.4


