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Or should we call it a sweet
blend of the qualities that add a
fun flavor to an everyday com-
muter?

The Eclipse feels to be the
“big car” of the group, and it is,
outweighing the second-heaviest
Hyundai by 180 pounds and
overwhelming the featherweight
Celica by 640. It’s also longest
at 176.8 inches overall. This bulk
doesn’t carry over into hospi-
tality for backseat occupants,
however. Only the Hyundai was
less spacious. Road sounds are
also LOUD back there.

In front, the loose-fitting driver seat
surely contributes to the big-car feel. What
it lacks in lateral support in the twisties is
more than made up for in cruising com-
fort. A three-position lever on the backrest
makes meaningful differences in lumbar
support, something that can’t be said about
all such adjusters.

Fast and furious the Eclipse isn’t, but if
you’d like to throw off your neighbors by
announcing a midlife crisis without actu-
ally having one, here’s your car. 

Second Place (tie)
Toyota Celica GT-S

If you’ve got clout with your congres-
sional rep—these days that means, what,

a credit balance with his or her
ever-ravenous campaign?—you
can scam a ride in an F-15. But if,
like most of us, you haven’t
pledged sufficiently, you’ll have
to settle for a demo jaunt in a
Celica GT-S. It’s the closest you
can come for less than 25 large to
the jet-fighter sort of bubble-
packed zoom.

Is there a more exciting
cockpit this side of the Acura
NSX? The Celica has a huge
windshield that starts low, down
by your knees it seems, and

sweeps back toward your forehead. If there
are bogeys overhead, you’ll see them. The
sills of the side windows sweep down as
they go forward, too. The view out is exhil-
arating.

The black leather-wrapped wheel is just
the right arm reach away. It tilts to clear
your sight of the dashboard dials. Your legs
stretch out under the dash, and the seat
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ACURA 8 8 8
RSX TYPE-S

HYUNDAI 3 3 3
TIBURON GT V-6

MITSUBISHI 5 5 5
ECLIPSE GTS

TOYOTA 5 6 1
CELICA GT-S

VOLKSWAGEN 7 8 7
NEW BEETLE TURBO S

Subjective ratings in all categories were assigned by two editors on 
a 1-to-10 scale, 10 being best.
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Toyota 
Celica GT-S
Highs:An engine that’s crazy 
to rev, inspired re�exes in the 
corners, the jet-�ghter view out
over the dash, Mach 2 magic in 
the cockpit layout.

Lows: An engine that’s crazy for 
a 10-speed when only six are in 
the box, too many sheetmetal
buzzes in the body, three-season
tires if you need four.

The Verdict:Excitement dukes 
it out with obvious �aws; 
they �ght to a draw.
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