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Descent Control,” which automatically
shepherds it at less than 6 mph down pre-
cipitous grades. Going uphill is another
matter. Like the traction-control system in
the Benz, the X5’s directs power to the
wheels that have grip by individually
braking the wheels that don’t. This some-
times aborts momentum. Moreover, if
you’re facing a long stretch of loose sur-
faces, it’s a system that can cook the
brakes. Despite all of its electronic braking
circuitry, the X5 was the most prone to
spin its tires as it scrabbled for purchase
during our festival of filth.

Still, this BMW—with the smoothest-
shifting automatic ever connected to an
SUV—was voted the ute in which you’d
most likely be cruising unwittingly at 80
mph and get a ticket. That’s usually a good
sign. The easy speed, not the ticket.

First Place
Acura MDX

Hoo-boy. In this comparo, the Acura’s
list of conquests began to resemble Wilt’s.
It carries the most stuff, is the quickest to
60 mph, offers the best back seat for three,
comes close to matching the Montero’s

rock-bottom sticker, and—check this
out—even meets California’s ULEV stan-
dard.

Like the Montero, the Acura boasts a
pop-up third bench that can satisfy two
kids. But the real revelation manifests only
when you flatten every seat in the house:
a cargo bay measuring 82 cubic feet. It
looks like a small bus station in there. The
MDX can swallow 34 cases of beer, as
many as can some C/D editors. You can
slide a 130-inch length of pipe in back.
Between the wheel wells, you can flatten
a piece of plywood four feet wide.

middle row/third row (if applicable)

with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

ACURA 9/3 10/2 7 7
MDX

BMW 7 8 5 4
X5 3.0i

INFINITI 4 4 3 3
QX4

LAND ROVER 7 8 4 4
DISCOVERY

LEXUS 10 9 5 5
RX300

MERCEDES-BENZ 9 9 6 5
ML320

MITSUBISHI 8/2 9/2 6 6
MONTERO LIMITED

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by three editors 
on a 1-to-10 scale (10 being best).R
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Acura MDX
Highs: Potent V-6, seven-passenger

capacity, a cargo-carrying king. 

Lows: Noisy at speed, looks like 
a minivan, requires a cautious 

off-road captain.

The Verdict: Just enough sport, plenty
of utility; Honda integrity, Acura luxury.
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The Acura’s rear seats were voted best of the pack. This new
MDX went on to win the comparo despite its fragile feel.
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