
But as technical director Eric Tingwall 
putsit,“TheMustangbecamesignificantly
less cool the day a Camaro SS joined our 
long-termfleet.”Thenew-for-2016Camaro
is a formidable foe, with the SS toppling the 
GT in itsfirst comparo, andboth theV-6
and V-8 Camaros earning 10Best awards 
the past two years. Presented with the 
Chevy’s greater power, better handling, and 
nicer suite of extras in 2SS trim, our Ford’s 
shine immediately began to dim. The GT’s 
heavily muffled exhaust seemed to grow
even more so, lacking the raucous startup 
bark and wide-open roar of the Camaro’s 
actively controlled trumpets. The linear, 
high-revving 5.0 felt malnourished after 
pedaling the SS’s torque-rich small-block, 
which was just as happy lugging at 1200 rpm 
as it was blasting to redline. And the Ford’s 
squirminess under power and at the limit 
appeared more pronounced and uncouth. If 
the latest Mustang aces the traditional 
pony-car formula, the new-age Camaro has 
true sports-car ambitions. 

As the Mustang’s odometer rolled past 
40,000 miles, though, our preferences had 
yet to coalesce, the choice between the two 
still very much dependent on “which brand 
you’ve sold your soul to,” according to

2016 FORD MUSTANG 
GT PREMIUM
PRICE AS TESTED  .................................... $41,290
BASE PRICE  ...................................................... $37,200

VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
4-passenger, 2-door coupe
ENGINE TYPE: DOHC 32-valve V-8, aluminum block 
and heads, port fuel injection
DISPLACEMENT  ..............................  302 cu in, 4951 cc
POWER  ..........................................  435 hp @ 6500 rpm
TORQUE  ....................................  400 lb-ft @ 4250 rpm
TRANSMISSION  .................................  6-speed manual
WHEELBASE  ........................................................ 107.1 in
LENGTH  ..............................................................  188.3 in
WIDTH  .................................................................... 75.4 in
HEIGHT  .................................................................  54.4 in
CURB WEIGHT  ...................................................  3782 lb

WA R R A N T Y 
3 years/36,000 miles bumper to bumper
5 years/60,000 miles powertrain
5 years/unlimited miles corrosion protection
5 years/60,000 miles roadside assistance

M O D E L-Y E A R  C H A N G E S
2017: The redundant turn signals, visible through the 
hood vents only to the occupants inside the car, are 
eliminated, presumably for being excessively redundant.
2018: A modest facelift brings new equipment such as 
MagneRide dampers, an active exhaust system, and a 
12.0-inch digital instrument cluster. The 3.7-liter V-6 is 
dropped, leaving the turbocharged 2.3-liter inline-four 
and the V-8, which now uses both port and direct fuel 
injection and receives an as-yet-unspecified power 
increase. Both engines are available with the new 
10-speed automatic.

CAR AND DRIVER  TEST RESULTS
P E R F O R M A N C E
ZERO TO 60 MPH: 
NEW  ....................................................................... 4.3 sec
40,000 ................................................................... 4.3 sec
ZERO TO 100 MPH:
NEW  .....................................................................  10.3 sec
40,000 .................................................................  10.2 sec
ZERO TO 130 MPH:
NEW  .....................................................................  18.0 sec
40,000 .................................................................. 17.8 sec
ROLLING START, 5–60 MPH:   
NEW  ....................................................................... 4.9 sec 
40,000 ...................................................................  4.7 sec
1/4-MILE:
NEW  ..................................................  12.9 sec @ 112 mph
40,000 ..............................................  12.9 sec @ 113 mph
BRAKING, 70–0 MPH:
NEW  .........................................................................  156 ft
40,000 .....................................................................  166 ft
ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD:
NEW  ........................................................................  0.94 g
40,000 ....................................................................  0.96 g

TOP SPEED  ........................ 161 mph (governor limited)
EPA FUEL ECONOMY, 
COMBINED/CITY/HWY  .......................  19/15/25 mpg
C/D-OBSERVED FUEL ECONOMY .................  20 mpg

L I F E  E X P E C TA N C I E S 
(ESTIMATED FROM 40,000-MILE TEST)
FRONT TIRES  ...........................................  30,000 miles 
REAR TIRES  ............................................... 10,000 miles
FRONT BRAKE PADS  .........  more than 100,000 miles
REAR BRAKE PADS  ...........  more than 100,000 miles

W H AT  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E S  C O S T
HEADLAMP  ...........................................................  $1293
ENGINE AIR FILTER  ................................................  $20
OIL FILTER  ................................................................... $5
WHEEL (FRONT/REAR)  ...........................  $991/$1010
TIRE (FRONT/REAR)  .................................  $218/$254
WIPER BLADES (PAIR)  ..........................................  $28
FRONT BRAKE PADS  ............................................. $315

5-YEAR ESTIMATED COST OF OWNERSHIP
YEAR  1   2   3   4   5  TOTAL
DEPRECIATION .........................  $12,890  ....  $3200  ........ $3137  .........  $2550  ........ $2638  .......  $24,415
FINANCING  ...............................  $1057  ........  $837  ........... $610  ...........  $375  ........... $134  ..........  $3013
FUEL  ..........................................  $1905  ........  $2062  ........ $2138 .........  $2250 ......... $2325  .......  $10,680
INSURANCE  ..............................  $3168  ........  $3219  ......... $3280  ........  $3345  ........ $3412 ........  $16,424
TAXES AND FEES  .....................  $2182  ........  $68  ............. $65  ............  $64  ............. $59  ...........  $2438
MAINTENANCE AND WEAR  .....  $618  ..........  $1817  .......... $678  ..........  $1817  .......... $618  ..........  $5548
REPAIRS  ....................................  $0  ..............  $0  ............... $0  ..............  $200  .......... $300  .........  $500

TOTAL  .......................................  $21,820  ....  $11,203  ..... $9908  .......  $10,601 ...... $9486  ......  $63,018
Depreciation data from ALG. Based on 15,000 miles per year.

R a n t s  &  R a v e s
“I feel much more 

comfortable in the 
Stang than I do in the 

Camaro, not just 
because of visibility 

concerns but also 
because of the  

seating position.”  
– Joseph Capparella

“The interior overall 
seems cheap for a 

$40,000 car, with lots 
of hard plastic.”  

– Dave VanderWerp

senior editor Jared Gall. Which is why both of these models are still 
around after so many years, stronger than ever. While the Ford 
lacks the latest Chevy’s masterful ride and handling, it packs 
greater style and is easier to live with as a daily driver. And despite 
theMustang’s fussier engine and drivetrain, the greater effort
needed to wring the most out of it can be highly rewarding and fun. 

Ford says it is committed to developing the Mustang even fur-
ther for the 2018 model, with a raft of changes that both align it 
better with the Camaro and address many of our complaints. 
Those alterations include more-powerful engines, an active 
exhaust system, an updated manual gearbox, revised suspensions 
with available magnetorheological dampers, and an optional 
10-speed automatic transmission. 

Sothechangeskeepcoming.WejusthopeForddoesn’trefine
the fun out of it. But that could never happen, could it?
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