
car offers Android Auto and Apple Carplay. 
But small-item storage is a weakness. The 
pockets housed in the rearmost portion of 
the coupe’s enormous doors are so puny 
and poorly placed that they can only be 
filled with irony. 

A more worrying issue was our car’s on-
again, off-again oil consumption, as well as 
a dealer who, on at least one occasion, left 
the sump two quarts 
low after an oil and fil-
ter change. Never once 
did we witness a low-oil 
warning light, nor see 
signs of burning or 
leaking oil, but regular 
checks proved that by 
20,000 miles, the con-
sumption rate worked 
out to one quart every 
4700 miles. A GM rep-
resentative said that 
this fell “within the 
range of normal con-
sumption.” A 10-quart capacity doesn’t hurt 
in this scenario, and only once after the 
short fill at 21,708 miles did we measure 
more consumption. We changed the oil and 
filter five times for a total of $439, which 
included inspections and a cabin air filter. 
Our only other service to the car was to 
rebalance the tires once to quell a 
vibration. 

That the Camaro is a capable perform-
ance car as well as a smooth-riding every-
day partner is certain. That it’s a car for 
everyone who wants those attributes is less 
so. We remain divided on whether its obvi-
ous and painful compromises—ones that 
most profoundly impact necessary tasks 
such as, say, parking—are worth it. This 
entry from near the end of the Camaro’s 
run in our stable sums it up best: “It is 
worth making some very questionable  
life choices to own a Camaro SS. This  
thing realizes every last inch and penny of 
the Corvette’s otherwise untouchable per-
formance. Yes, it is deeply and stupidly 
flawed, but it is perfect in a way that the 
Mustang will never be.” 

Chevy gets much right with the Camaro, 
but the coupe remains marred by deficien-
cies any reasonable person can’t ignore. If 
it could combine the strengths of unhinged 
perform ance coupled to downright com-
fortable ride quality with the ability to  
see out of the thing, plus some small-item 
storage, it would make the Mustang ques-
tion go away entirely.

2016 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO SS
PRICE AS TESTED  ...............................  $45,580
BASE PRICE  ...................................................  $37,295

VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
4-passenger, 2-door coupe
ENGINE TYPE: pushrod 16-valve V-8, aluminum 
block and heads, direct fuel injection
DISPLACEMENT  ............................ 376 cu in, 6162 cc
POWER  ....................................... 455 hp @ 6000 rpm
TORQUE  .................................  455 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm
TRANSMISSION  ..............................  6-speed manual
WHEELBASE  ....................................................  110.7 in 
LENGTH  ...........................................................  188.3 in 
WIDTH  ................................................................. 74.7 in 
HEIGHT  ............................................................... 53.1 in 
CURB WEIGHT  ................................................. 3718 lb

WA R R A N T Y 
3 years/36,000 miles bumper to bumper
5 years/60,000 miles powertrain
6 years/100,000 miles corrosion protection
5 years/60,000 miles roadside assistance

M O D E L-Y E A R  C H A N G E S
2017: none

CAR AND DRIVER  TEST RESULTS
P E R F O R M A N C E
ZERO TO 60 MPH: 
NEW  ...................................................................  4.0 sec
40,000 ...............................................................  4.0 sec
ZERO TO 100 MPH:
NEW  ...................................................................  8.8 sec
40,000 ................................................................ 8.9 sec
ZERO TO 120 MPH:
NEW  ..................................................................  12.8 sec
40,000 ............................................................... 12.7 sec
ROLLING START, 5–60 MPH:   
NEW  ...................................................................  4.8 sec 
40,000 ................................................................ 4.3 sec

1/4-MILE:
NEW  ..................................................  12.3 sec @ 118 mph
40,000 ..............................................  12.3 sec @ 118 mph
BRAKING, 70–0 MPH:
NEW  .........................................................................  149 ft
40,000 ...................................................................... 149 ft
ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD:
NEW  ........................................................................  0.98 g
40,000 ...................................................................... 1.01 g
TOP SPEED  ......................................  165 mph (C/D est)
EPA FUEL ECONOMY, 
COMBINED/CITY/HWY  .......................  19/16/25 mpg
C/D-OBSERVED FUEL ECONOMY .................  20 mpg

L I F E  E X P E C TA N C I E S 
(ESTIMATED FROM 40,000-MILE TEST)
FRONT TIRES  ...........................................  35,000 miles 
REAR TIRES  ..............................................  20,000 miles
FRONT BRAKE PADS  .............................. 90,000 miles
REAR BRAKE PADS  ...........  more than 100,000 miles

W H AT  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E S  C O S T
HEADLAMP  ............................................................ $1277
ENGINE AIR FILTER  ................................................  $56
OIL FILTER  ..................................................................  $6
WHEEL (FRONT/REAR)  ............................. $610/$613
TIRE (FRONT/REAR)  ................................  $365/$380
WIPER BLADES (LEFT/RIGHT)  .................. $30/$30
FRONT BRAKE PADS  ..............................................  $92

$45,580
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FIVE-YEAR DEPRECIATION
Depreciation data from ALG. Based on 15,000 miles per year.

R a n t s  &  R a v e s
“Why are the vents 

at my knees?”
—Joseph 

Capparella

“How about a vent 
or two for, um,  

the rest of me?”
—Alexander 

Stoklosa

“The interior alone 
is enough for 

me to vote it down 
in a comparo.”
—David Beard
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