
one wheel during our test. Perhaps that’s 
the punishment we deserve for believing 
we could run 20-inch wheels and low-pro-
file rubber on Michigan roads.

A run-in with an errant, now ex-rac-
coon excised $486 for the replacement of a 
fog-lamp cover and lower grille, but our 
running costs were limited to the price of 
premium unleaded. Our four service visits 
were covered by the factory under BMW’s 
four-year, 50,000-mile free maintenance 
program. The fuel-filler door separated 
from the hinged backing plate at 8600 
miles (replaced under warranty), and when 
the driver’s-side ambient lighting went 
dark around 35,000 miles, the dealer 
traced it to a loose connector. Our dealer 

also preemptively replaced the battery during the second mainte-
nance visit per a technical service bulletin.

The 7-series lives up to the most basic promise of a big, comfort-
able sedan but goes no further. For better and worse, the 7-series 
occasionally feels like riding a pillow-top mattress through a carni-
val bounce house. That makes for divine long-range comfort, but 
also a less-than-satisfying daily driver. Spending near-six-figure 
money shouldn’t require this much compro-
mise when the highway journey ends with a 
tight cloverleaf exit ramp. The competition 
shows that it’s possible to deliver first-rate 
refinement without so much isolation, lead-
ing us to conclude that when it comes to the 
7-series, BMW has become too comfortable.

2016 BMW 740i
PRICE AS TESTED  ................................... $96,095
BASE PRICE  ...................................................... $82,295
VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
5-passenger, 4-door sedan
ENGINE TYPE: turbocharged and intercooled DOHC 
24-valve inline-6, aluminum block and head, direct fuel 
injection
DISPLACEMENT  ..............................  183 cu in, 2998 cc
POWER  ..........................................  320 hp @ 6500 rpm
TORQUE  .....................................  330 lb-ft @ 1380 rpm
TRANSMISSION  ....... 8-speed automatic with manual 

shifting mode
WHEELBASE  ....................................................... 126.4 in 
LENGTH  ..............................................................  206.6 in 
WIDTH  .................................................................... 74.9 in 
HEIGHT  .................................................................  58.2 in 
CURB WEIGHT  ...................................................  4385 lb

WA R R A N T Y 
4 years/50,000 miles bumper to bumper
12 years/unlimited miles corrosion protection
4 years/unlimited miles roadside assistance
4 years/50,000 miles scheduled maintenance

M O D E L-Y E A R  C H A N G E S
2017: The V-12 returns in the M760i xDrive. The Display 
Key is standard, remote-controlled parking is optional. 

CAR AND DRIVER  TEST RESULTS
P E R F O R M A N C E
ZERO TO 60 MPH: 
NEW  ....................................................................... 4.8 sec
40,000 ...................................................................  5.1 sec
ZERO TO 100 MPH:
NEW  ...................................................................... 11.9 sec
40,000 .................................................................  12.4 sec

ZERO TO 150 MPH:
NEW  ..................................................................... 33.2 sec
40,000 .................................................................  35.1 sec
ROLLING START, 5–60 MPH:   
NEW  .......................................................................  5.6 sec 
40,000 ................................................................... 5.8 sec
1/4-MILE:
NEW  .................................................  13.4 sec @ 105 mph
40,000 .............................................. 13.7 sec @ 104 mph
BRAKING, 70–0 MPH:
NEW  .........................................................................  159 ft
40,000 .....................................................................  159 ft
ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD:
NEW  ........................................................................  0.86 g
40,000 ....................................................................  0.88 g
TOP SPEED  .......................  156 mph (governor limited)
EPA FUEL ECONOMY, 
COMBINED/CITY/HWY  ....................... 24/21/29 mpg
C/D-OBSERVED FUEL ECONOMY .................  26 mpg

L I F E  E X P E C TA N C I E S 
(ESTIMATED FROM 40,000-MILE TEST)
FRONT TIRES  ...........................................  35,000 miles 
REAR TIRES  ..............................................  35,000 miles
FRONT BRAKE PADS  .........  more than 100,000 miles
REAR BRAKE PADS  ...........  more than 100,000 miles

W H AT  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E S  C O S T
HEADLAMP  ........................................................... $3385
ENGINE AIR FILTER  ................................................  $42
OIL FILTER  ................................................................  $20
WHEEL (FRONT/REAR)  ........................  $1100/$1340
TIRE (FRONT/REAR)  .................................  $374/$368
WIPER BLADES (PAIR)  ..........................................  $65
FRONT BRAKE PADS  ............................................  $347

5-YEAR ESTIMATED COST OF OWNERSHIP
YEAR  1   2   3   4   5  TOTAL
DEPRECIATION .........................  $34,920  ....  $13,000  ..... $8075  ........  $7525  ......... $6225  .......  $69,745
FINANCING  ...............................  $2635  .......  $2088  ........ $1523  .........  $939  ........... $335  .........  $7520
FUEL  ..........................................  $1558  ........  $1644  ......... $1731  .........  $1788  ......... $1846  .......  $8567
INSURANCE  ..............................  $2654  .......  $2697  ......... $2748  ........  $2803  ........ $2859  .......  $13,761
TAXES AND FEES  .....................  $4960  .......  $98  ............. $92  ............  $88  ............. $82  ...........  $5320
MAINTENANCE AND WEAR  .....  $0  ..............  $0  ............... $0  ..............  $520 ........... $192  ..........  $712
REPAIRS  ....................................  $0  ..............  $0  ............... $0  ..............  $230  ........... $360  .........  $590

TOTAL  .......................................  $46,727  ....  $19,527 ...... $14,169  .....  $13,893  ..... $11,899  ....  $106,215
Depreciation data from ALG. Based on 15,000 miles per year.

R a n t s  &  R a v e s
“The ride is too soft 

and wallowy in 
comfort, and sport 

makes it flinty.”
—Mike Sutton

“The array of cameras 
fitted to every corner 

combats the fact  
that you can’t see its 

corners from the 
driver’s seat.”

—Josh Jacquot

“I drove the 740i  
almost 2000 miles  

with no back pain at  
all, which is not  
normal for me.”

—Annie White

On the outside, the 
740i is all brown, 
blobular, and bromidic. 
Inside, it’s a wonder-
land of glowing lights, 
wriggling seats, and 
small electric miracles.
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