
affairs. The car’s single misstep was an 
infotainment hiccup early in its stay when 
the music from a USB-connected iPhone 
suddenly quit, in spite of the fact that the 
phone showed the song still playing. After 
disconnecting and reconnecting a couple of 
times, we gave up and switched to the radio, 
only to discover that it would only play 
from the speakers on the right side of the 
car. At this time, spoken directions from 
the navigation system also ceased. So we 
gave it the ol’ Microsoft—a quick shutdown 
and restart—and all was well. We heard of 
other owners having similar issues, but a 
software update at the next service ban-
ished the problem forever.

None of us ever shied away from putting 
a thousand miles on the 3 in a weekend. In 
its 18 months in our hands, the little Mazda 
wandered to Maryland, New York City, and 
the Indy 500, with drivers unfailingly 
returning with only positive things to say. 
After spending nearly four months with the 
Mazda on his Double J Cat Ranch in Darby, 
Montana, John Phillips called it “a little 
gem of conscientious engineering.” 

Try as we may be contractually obli-
gated to, we found precious little to com-
plain about. Our car’s brake pedal was 
mushy enough that one staffer wondered if 
there was air in the system, and several 

2015 MAZDA 3 S 
GRAND TOURING
PRICE AS TESTED  .................................... $28,510
BASE PRICE  ...................................................... $26,365

VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 
5-passenger, 4-door hatchback
ENGINE TYPE: DOHC 16-valve Atkinson-capable 
inline-4, aluminum block and head, direct fuel injection
DISPLACEMENT  ..............................  152 cu in, 2488 cc
POWER  ...........................................  184 hp @ 5700 rpm
TORQUE  ...................................... 185 lb-ft @ 3250 rpm
TRANSMISSION  .................................  6-speed manual
WHEELBASE  ......................................................  106.3 in 
LENGTH  ...............................................................  175.6 in  
WIDTH  .................................................................... 70.7 in 
HEIGHT  ..................................................................  57.3 in  
CURB WEIGHT  ...................................................  3020 lb

WA R R A N T Y 
3 years/36,000 miles bumper to bumper
5 years/60,000 miles powertrain
5 years/unlimited miles corrosion protection
5 years/60,000 miles roadside assistance

M O D E L-Y E A R  C H A N G E S
2016: Automatic headlights, rain-sensing windshield 
wipers, and an auto-dimming interior mirror are now 
standard equipment on Grand Touring models. A 
rearview camera is standard on all trims. 
2017: G-Vectoring Control, which aims to improve 
turn-in response, comes standard across the lineup.

CAR AND DRIVER  TEST RESULTS
P E R F O R M A N C E
ZERO TO 60 MPH: 
NEW  .......................................................................  7.4 sec
40,000 ...................................................................  7.2 sec
ZERO TO 100 MPH:
NEW  .....................................................................  19.0 sec
40,000 .................................................................. 19.1 sec
ZERO TO 120 MPH:
NEW  ..................................................................... 32.8 sec
40,000 ................................................................  33.0 sec
ROLLING START, 5–60 MPH:   
NEW  .......................................................................  7.5 sec 
40,000 ...................................................................  7.8 sec
1/4-MILE:
NEW  ....................................................  15.6 sec @ 91 mph
40,000 ................................................  15.6 sec @ 91 mph
BRAKING, 70–0 MPH:
NEW  .........................................................................  165 ft
40,000 ...................................................................... 174 ft

ROADHOLDING, 300-FT-DIA SKIDPAD:
NEW  ........................................................................  0.83 g
40,000 ....................................................................  0.83 g
TOP SPEED (GOVERNOR LIMITED)  .............  131 mph
EPA FUEL ECONOMY, 
COMBINED/CITY/HWY  ......................  29/26/35 mpg
C/D-OBSERVED FUEL ECONOMY .................. 31 mpg

L I F E  E X P E C TA N C I E S 
(ESTIMATED FROM 40,000-MILE TEST)
TIRES  .........................................................  45,000 miles 
FRONT BRAKE PADS  .........  more than 100,000 miles
REAR BRAKE PADS  ...........  more than 100,000 miles

W H AT  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E S  C O S T
HEADLAMP  ...........................................................  $1005
ENGINE AIR FILTER  ................................................  $20
OIL FILTER  ..................................................................  $8
WHEEL  .....................................................................  $410
TIRE  ........................................................................... $167
WIPER BLADES (LEFT/RIGHT/REAR) ... $9/$9/$15
FRONT BRAKE PADS  ..............................................  $82

5-YEAR ESTIMATED COST OF OWNERSHIP
YEAR  1   2   3   4   5  TOTAL
DEPRECIATION .........................  $8560  .......  $2275  ......... $2275  ........  $2000  ........ $2300  .......  $17,410
FINANCING  ...............................  $718  ..........  $568 ........... $414  ...........  $255  ........... $91  ............  $2046
FUEL  ..........................................  $1074  ........  $1113  .......... $1161  ..........  $1210 .......... $1258  ........  $5816
INSURANCE  ..............................  $2883  .......  $2929  ......... $2985  ........  $3044  ........ $3105 ........  $14,946
TAXES AND FEES  .....................  $1535  ........  $61  ............. $59  ............  $58  ............. $54  ...........  $1767
MAINTENANCE AND WEAR  .....  $105  ..........  $261  ........... $921  ...........  $271  ........... $577  ..........  $2135
REPAIRS  ....................................  $0  ..............  $0  ............... $0  ..............  $0  ............... $320  .........  $320

TOTAL  .......................................  $14,875  ....  $7207  ........ $7815  ........  $6838  ........ $7705  .......  $44,440
Depreciation data from ALG. Based on 15,000 miles per year.

R a n t s  &  R a v e s
“As it nears the end of 

its stay, the 3 still feels 
like a new car in almost 

every way. The ride is 
sublime, the interior has 

held up well, and the 
infotainment system is 

free of quirks.” 
–Greg Fink 

“I hate the stupid 
Active Driving Display. 

Please let people close 
that thing, Mazda.” 

–Zeb Sadiq

 others suggested we try swapping out the pads. Those of us who 
run radar detectors griped that the 12-volt power outlet is behind 
the shifter, causing power cords to get tangled on the stick. But 
mostly our critiques were acrobatic feats of reaching. When 
pressed to fill in the cons column, one staffer said he’d rearrange 
the cupholders so that the shallower receptacle was in front of the 
deeper one. “Yes,” he wrote, “it’s really that good.”

The most obvious criticism of our 3 is one that was never men-
tioned by any logbook scribbler: its $28,510 price, which is quite a 
sum for a car in this class. It speaks volumes to the 3’s excellence that 
every last staffer shrugged it off. Actually, Phillips did address the 
value question, but he called the 3 “one of the few cars on the market 
today that is worth more than it costs.” You can buy plenty of larger 
or more-powerful cars, or those with more-prestigious badges. But 
spend what you will, it’s hard to buy any more greatness than this.
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