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TECHNOLOGICAL SHIFT
The direct-injection Carrera engine 
now displaces 3614cc, up 18cc. Manual 
shi� s can be e� ected via the shi� er 
or buttons on the steering wheel. The 
spoiler deploys above 75 mph.

67

down, lap after lap, with authority.
Thumbs nestle comfortably onto the 

ergonomically shaped buttons on the steer-
ing-wheel spokes. A mere squeeze shifts 
the transmission: forward for upshifts, 
back for downshifts. In auto mode, the PDK 
operates with fuel economy in mind and 
an almost seamless ef�ciency—except in 
crawling freeway traf�c. Instead of locking 
in �rst gear to roll along slowly, the PDK 
more often putt-putts forward by repeat-
edly goosing the clutch. 

Actually, we never took a shine to the 
plastic buttons, which are incongruously 
cold and computer-like in such a primal 
machine. They imply a future where cars 
are operated by nose twitches and lip 
smacks, and a poorly timed sneeze causes 
a pileup. If we can’t operate a clutch and 
shifter, have the satisfaction of pushing 
pedals and sliding shift forks, we’ll take 
the M3’s paddles. At least you have to move 
your �ngers. 

The 911 has statistical appeal: It’s lighter 
than the M3 by 380 pounds without using 
Millennium Falcon materials, and it keeps 
the pace with an identical 4.1-second 0-to-
60-mph sprint despite being down two 
cylinders, 385 cubic centimeters, and 69 
horsepower. Midrange torque even feels 
stronger than that of the cammy, not-much-
below-4000-rpm V-8 in the M3.

This 911 lacks options but never feels 
economy-class inside, the black-leather 
manually sliding buckets still welcoming 
after all-day sits. We’d recommend adding 
only the $1320 Sport Chrono pack to give 
the PDK “sport” and “sport plus” modes 
for faster shifts when you want them, plus 
launch control.

Almost a half-century of evolution has 
kept the 911 current, and Porsche’s storied 
badge is undeniably more desirable—
indeed a couple of rungs closer to exotic 
status. But standing on tradition eventually 
means watching others move forward.

BMW M3: 1:43.9 
PORSCHE 911: 1:45.0

MAZDA RACEWAY 
LAGUNA SECA

The M3 and 911 sprint 
at the same rate, 

but the M3 hits 122 mph 
before braking, 2 mph 

faster than 911.

TURN 6: The cars are 
even through this fast corner, 
but the M3, with more torque 

and advantageous gearing, 
powers ahead 

up the hill.

CORKSCREW: The M3 is more stable. 
Lateral grip peaks at 1.6 g, on a smoother 
curve than the 911’s, whose 
g plot jumps 
around through 
the Corker.

Fast sweepers, midcorner camber 
transitions, and dramatic elevation 

changes (about 200 feet over its 
2.2-mile length) characterize Laguna.

TURN 11: The M3 pulls harder, the 911 brakes 
later, but finally the M3 is in front with a 2–4 mph 
speed advantage on every straight.   


