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broken-in test car and the optional limited-
slip di�erential.

A stopping distance of 158 feet from 70 
mph is seven feet longer than the Ferrari’s, 
even with the upgraded brakes that come 
with the $12,500 AMG Performance pack-
age. The rest of that extra expense goes 
toward a 186-mph top-speed governor (up 
from 155 mph), a limited-slip di�erential, 
forged alloy wheels, and sportier tuning for 
the active suspension. The latter item con-
tributes to the 0.90 g of grip on the skidpad, 
nearly equal to that of the California.

Looking only at the numbers, you’d be 
hard pressed to �nd much of a di�erence 
between the SL63 and the California, and 
the same goes for the transmission. From 
a driver’s standpoint, both cars offer quick 

Jekyll-and-Hyde situation: In normal con-
ditions, the pedal is stiff and progressive, 
but under hard braking, the pedal throw 
goes long and the feel vanishes. 

On high-speed autobahn chases, the 
SL63 offers the stability of a cruise missile. 
By the way the SL63 �ings back and forth 
through lower-speed corners, you would 
scarcely believe the hefty, 4431-pound curb 
weight, but there are hints. The steering, 
nicely weighted, has some on-center play. 
And the ride is a little too harsh in dealing 
with bumps. It’s a matter of minutiae in 
both cases, but the Ferrari is slightly more 
re�ned in the details of its tuning. 

Regarding conveniences, the SL63 
handles details like a �rst-rate butler. If 
you want access to the shelf or the storage 

and sharp changes in manual mode. The 
biggest di�erence lies in the steering-
wheel-mounted shift paddles in the SL63 or 
the column-mounted �aps in the Califor-
nia. The Mercedes uses planetary gearsets, 
as in a conventional automatic, and either 
that or superior programming makes the 
SL’s transmission better at picking the best 
gear in full auto mode. 

The 465 pound-feet of torque in the 
Mercedes produces more low-end grunt 
than in the California, and prodding the 
gas pedal will push you back into the seat 
with a force the Ferrari can’t match. The 
immediacy of the engine shows the SL’s 
more brutish side; the power comes on 
so quickly that it can be easy to dial in 
too much thrust. Brake feedback is also a 

THE L IS FOR LUXURIOUS
Carbon fi ber and leather line the SL63 
interior up to the A-pillars, where 
Alcantara takes over. The latest 
Mercedes infotainment system slots 
in above the pop-out cup holders.  

ROOF TIME
BEST IN TEST

SECONDS

DOWN UP

FERRARI CALIFORNIA 20 19
MERCEDES-BENZ SL63 20 18
TEST AVERAGE 20 19


