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The curvaceous sheetmetal of the 
XFR is not a sight you see often in 

Germany, where the roads seem populated 
by either squared-off autobahn cruisers or 
jelly-bean shapes from Italy and France. 
But even alone on the road without the 
blocky contrasts, the Jaguar looks good 
from every angle. Special 20-inch wheels, 
a tweaked body kit, and R badges are the 
equivalent of adding cuff links, suspend-
ers, and sock garters to the standard XF’s 
Savile Row tailoring. 

The inside is easy not just on the eyes 
but the hands as well: The seats are cov-
ered in soft two-tone leather, as is the dash, 
which is also accented with aluminum 
trim, and the faux-suede headliner is as 
plush as any we’ve seen. Unfortunately, 
some of the gilded trim pieces weren’t lined 
up well, penalizing the Brit’s score for fit 
and finish. But, hey, at least the electronics 
worked flawlessly. 

We’re still slightly annoyed by the 

XFR’s multimenu touch screen, which 
takes time and attention to switch among 
radio, navigation, and climate controls. 
And the rotary shift knob, while pretty, 
is still fussy in operation. But secondary 
buttons that toggle stability and traction 
control, winter mode, and dynamic mode 
are all placed nearby, clearly labeled and 
easy to use. 

The ride is the softest of the three, and 
the XFR exhibits the most body roll. Pre-
dictably, the Jag finished last in skidpad 
grip and lane-change performance. But 
while the XFR floats over smooth roads, 
there is harshness when the suspension 
reacts to bumps, resulting in a chassis that 
is neither as compliant as the Cadillac’s 
nor as responsive as the Benz’s. Dynamic 
mode, which stiffens the adjustable damp-
ers on the Bilstein shock absorbers, helps 
control body roll with minimal degrada-
tion in ride quality. 

Still, the XFR lacks sharpness in its 

reactions to driver inputs. The brake pedal 
is soft and numb, so any attempt to gently 
reduce speed is met with an imprecise 
application of braking power that sends 
the heads of passengers bobbing toward 
the windshield. On blurry autobahn runs, 
the Jaguar is upset more by undulations 
in the road than the others and requires 
more corrective steering input to stay on 
course.

The Jag gives up more than a liter of dis-
placement to its two rivals, but the 32-valve, 
5.0-liter V-8 makes up for its relative size 
deficiency with a supercharger and direct 
injection, resulting in 510 horsepower and 
461 pound-feet of torque. Quarter-mile 
performance is just 0.1 second behind the 
Benz’s, and in fact, the XFR pulls ahead 
of the E63 on the way to 150 mph despite 
having the lowest horsepower rating and 
the greatest curb weight here. The Jag also 
stopped shortest in braking from 70 mph. If 
the Jaguar is found lacking in sportiness 

3 JAGUAR XFR

THE HIGHS 
Gorgeous styling, sumptuous interior 
materials, serene cabin.

THE VERDICT 
Pumped up on steroids, the XFR could 
use some more natural athleticism.

THE LOWS 
Unsettled ride, lacking in grip and road 
feel, issues with fit and finish.
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CADILLAC  
CTS-V $62,845 $67,345 191.6 72.5 57.5 113.4 61.8 62.0 4277 53.6 46.4 18.0 91 54 42 14

JAGUAR  
XFR $80,000 $80,000 195.3 73.9 57.5 114.5 61.4 61.9 4387 52.8 47.2 18.4 91 53 45 18

MERCEDES-BENZ  
E63 AMG $88,075* $103,125* 192.6 73.7 56.8 113.1 64.4 62.8 4167 54.5 45.5 21.1 91 52 45 16
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