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All other things being equal, if the 
CTS-V had been equipped with an 

automatic transmission like the two other 
cars here it might have tied the Benz in 
overall points. How, you ask? A six-speed 
automatic V we tested in April for CARand 
DRIVER.com managed the quarter-mile in 
12.2 seconds, 0.4 second quicker than both 
the manual in this comparo and the one 
from our November 2008 road test. The dif-
ference would have tipped the quarter-mile-
acceleration score in the Caddy’s favor. 

But it wasn’t to be, as the only CTS-V 
press car available—in all of Germany—
was equipped with a manual transmis-
sion. The supercharged V-8, dubbed LSA, 
makes 556 horsepower and 551 pound-feet 
of torque at the respective peaks. There’s 
so much grunt, even at low engine speeds, 
that launching the manual transmission 

from a stop is a tricky balance between 
bogging the engine and burning up the 
Michelin Pilot Sport PS2s. So the Cadil-
lac doesn’t pull away from the pack until 
120 mph, but it arrives 0.6 second ahead of 
the XFR in the howling run to 150. 

Aside from drag races, however, the 
CTS-V is user-friendly. That low-end 
torque means you can let out the clutch 
in first gear without even touching the gas. 
Tight steering, solid brakes, and a linear 
throttle combine for easy maneuvering 
along cramped European two-laners. The 
Cadillac transitions progressively from 
routine grocery-run mode to maximum 
attack, a characteristic that gives the 
driver supreme comfort and confidence.

And speaking of comfort, the Cadillac 
has the best ride of the group. Much credit 
goes to the Delphi-supplied magnetorheo-

logical shock absorbers, which we seem 
to love in every car they turn up in. In 
the CTS-V, it translates to that perfect bal-
ance between ride firmness and compli-
ance. This is most evident on the autobahn, 
where the CTS-V sticks fervently to the 
road and exhibits none of the high-speed 
skittishness of the E63 or the XFR. And 
should you have the running room, the 
Caddy will smoke its rivals to a drag-lim-
ited top speed of 191 mph.

Perhaps the CTS-V has taken smooth-
ness a little too far, because the front end 
doesn’t seem as responsive as that of the 
Mercedes. There’s no slack in the steer-
ing, but the nose doesn’t change direction 
with the precision of the Benz. The Caddy 
is more of a rhythm car, transitioning from 
left to right with perfect meter but under-
whelming in single hairpins. The shifter 

CADILLAC CTS-V

THE HIGHS 
Monumental torque, taut chassis, 
superb ride, easy to drive at all speeds.

THE VERDICT 
Not quite the standard of the world but 
darn close.

THE LOWS 
Euro-spec exhaust too quiet, cramped 
back seat, no rear visibility.

BEST IN TEST SUSPENSION BRAKES

ST
AB

IL
IT

Y 
CO

N
TR

OL

TI
RE

S

BR
AK

IN
G 

 
70

–0
 M

PH
  

(f
t)

RO
AD

HO
LD

IN
G 

20
0-

FT
-D

IA
 

SK
ID

PA
D 

(g
)

LA
N

E 
CH

AN
GE

 
(m

ph
)CHASSIS

FR
ON

T

RE
AR

FR
ON

T

RE
AR

AN
TI

-L
OC

K 
CO

N
TR

OL

CADILLAC CTS-V
control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

multilink,  
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

14.6-inch  
vented disc

14.4-inch  
vented disc yes yes

Michelin Pilot Sport PS2;  
F: 255/40ZR-19 (96Y),  
R: 285/35ZR-19 (99Y)

162 0.90  66.7*

JAGUAR XFR
control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

control arms,  
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

15.0-inch  
vented disc

14.8-inch  
vented disc yes yes

Dunlop SP Sport Maxx;  
F: 255/35ZR-20 (97Y),  
R: 285/30ZR-20 (99Y)

160 0.88 61.5

MERCEDES-BENZ  
E63 AMG

struts,  
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

multilink,  
air springs,  
anti-roll bar

15.8-inch  
vented, drilled 
ceramic disc

14.2-inch  
vented, drilled 
ceramic disc

yes yes
Pirelli P Zero;  

F: 255/35ZR-19 (96Y),  
R: 285/30ZR-19 (98Y)

168 0.92 65.4

*In competitive driving mode. TEST AVERAGE 163 0.90 64.5
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