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trustworthiness here. The brakes are es-
pecially firm; stopping distances, at 180 
feet from 70 mph, are shortest, although 
not by a significant margin.

The big V-6 is strong, producing the 
best 0-to-60 times at 7.3 seconds. It’s also 
loud and crude-sounding, with enough 
roar on acceleration to convince one of our 
drivers that it still uses an engine-driven 
cooling fan. Nope, the fan is electric, but 
the roar is one more contributor to the 
retro theme.

The softtop is fully lined and tidy-look-
ing from below, but it lets more wind and 
rain noise into the interior than does the 
Sebring’s ragtop. When the top is down, 
neat freaks will haul out the stretchy vi-
nyl cover for the stack ($160 on the options 
list). This is a DIY process: surprisingly 
easy, no snaps, just tuck in the edges. Very 
retro. But after the new wears off, most 
folks won’t bother.

The rear-passenger space is short on 
legroom, most cramped of the three, re-
sulting in full shin contact against the 
backs of the front seats. In front, we rated 
driver comfort below that of the others, in 
part because the wide center stack above 
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the console pushes hard on the right knee. 
The seats have the usual Ford contour in 
the lower-back region; a few of our staffers 
object vociferously. No complaints about 
lateral support when cornering, however. 
Tall drivers will find scant legroom. 

But Mustangs were always like that. 

Think “authenticity” and enjoy the de-
tails. How many galloping chrome horsies 
can you find? Has an airbag really been 
crammed into the Mustang’s traditional 
round pad in the center of the wheel? Sure, 
this pony feels a bit coarse around the 
edges. That, too, makes it a Mustang.
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