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LEXUS IS F
THE HIGHS
Bellowing engine note, lightning shifts, 
power for all but the truly demented.

THE VERDICT
Compared with a normal car it’s amazing, but it happens to run with a tough crowd.

THE LOWS
Brakes that don’t know when to take 
it easy, gear overload.

It was the fine points that cost the 
Lexus, the small details that sepa-

rate the great from the incredibly great. 
For example, the engine is outstanding, 
but it doesn’t deliver the low-end grunt 
its specs promise. With 371 pound-feet of 
torque it should be gutsier than the BMW, 
but peak twist occurs way up at 5200 rpm, 
just 1600 short of the redline. At Laguna, 
despite its 25-percent-larger engine, the  
IS F didn’t rocket out of low-speed corners 
the way we expected it to. 

To prove our seat-of-the-pants impres-
sions of both cars, we did a special rolling 
acceleration test in which we ran them, 
at full throttle, from 30 to 70 mph in third 

gear. The times were about identical. 
Since the Lexus V-8 is larger and doesn’t 

rev as high as the BMW’s, we can’t explain 
this equality, especially since the Lexus’s 
torque curve is fairly flat and there are 300 
pound-feet of torque on tap at 3000 rpm. 
Part of the problem is the IS F’s weight, 
which at 3780 pounds is 100 pounds heavier 
than the M3, but still, it should pull harder 
than the BMW down low. 

On the racetrack, we worked the IS F’s 
manumatic transmission to keep the en-
gine above 3800 rpm, which was satisfy-
ing and painless. Toggling the right-side 
aluminum steering-wheel paddle produces 
a kick-in-the-crotch shift that’s quicker 

than we could ever achieve with hand and 
foot. Downshifts are actuated via the left 
paddle, and the computer blips the throttle 
for a racy, seamless feel. The gear lever 
can be set to shift itself, and we rated this 
automatic on par with the M3’s manual 
unit, which is the first time we can remem-
ber heaping such praise on a slushbox. It’s 
that good. 

It’s hard to argue with what this power-
train can produce. It brushes past 60 mph 
in 4.4 seconds, clears the quarter in 12.8 
seconds at 114 mph, and runs briskly to 
a governed top speed of 172 mph. That’s 
Porsche 911 territory. But at times the eight 
ratios felt like too many, and in the twist-
ies, we frequently found ourselves glancing 
at the gear indicator in the gauge cluster 
to discern which cog we were in. 2

PLENTY OF BLING

would be at home in a Ferrari. Above: 
Stacked tips are unique extensions of 
the exhaust system.

C/D RESULTS BEST IN TEST SUSPENSION BRAKES
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BMW M3
struts, 

coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

multilink, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

14.2-inch 
drilled and 
vented disc

13.8-inch 
drilled and 
vented disc

yes yes
Michelin

Pilot Sport PS2; 
F: 245/35ZR-19 (93Y), 
R: 265/35ZR-19 (98Y)

161 0.95 69.6

LEXUS IS F
control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

multilink, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

14.2-inch 
drilled and 
vented disc

13.6-inch 
drilled and 
vented disc

yes yes
Michelin

Pilot Sport PS2; 
F: 225/40ZR-19 (93Y), 
R: 255/35ZR-19 (96Y)

166 0.92 69.4

TEST AVERAGE 164 0.94 69.5

SEDANS THAT SIZZLE
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