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At about 3500 pounds, the R8 is 500 
pounds heavier than an Acura NSX, so 
it doesn’t take all the Weight Watcher 
prizes, but it does have four-wheel drive 
and meets current and foreseeable crash 
standards. Not to mention the battery of 
airbags and belt tensioners and the com-
prehensive equipment specifications, in-
cluding high-end stereo systems and copi-
ous high-grade leather surfaces. Besides, 
with 420 horsepower and 317 pound-feet 
of torque, the R8 is carrying considerably 

more muscle along for the ride.
The claimed 187-mph top speed would 

likely be higher, but the aerodynamic 
profile of this car is intended to gener-
ate downforce as well as knife through 
the atmosphere. Its drag coefficient of 
0.34 is respectable, given the inevitable 
drag produced by underbody diffus-
ers and the auto-deploying tail spoiler 
that pops up at 75 mph and then sinks 
at speeds below 50 mph. Like all high-
power sports cars, the R8’s appetite for 
air is enormous, and the management of 
air passing through the various coolers, 
past the brakes, and into the engine is a 
complicated challenge. The Audi gulps 
cooling air through huge front intakes 

and then channels it to the flat under-
body via numerous vents and slots. You 
just know the Le Mans experience was 
brought to bear here. If these conduits 
posed potential noise problems, the R8’s 
tranquil passage through the air suggests 
they were efficiently dealt with. 

Certainly, in the area of brake cooling, 
race expertise pays off. At Las Vegas speed-
way, there was little recovery time for the 
brakes after some hard use, and even the 
cars fitted with steel discs showed no signs 
of distress. Ceramic brakes are to be of-
fered in Europe, but they won’t be available 
initially when the R8 arrives in the States 
this summer. No autobahns, see, and our 
slow traffic conditions tend to promote 
squeal with ceramic rotors.

Another option not available immedi-
ately is the LED headlight system on the Le 
Mans show concept, but the bixenon units 
supplied normally are framed by LEDs, 
and the taillights use similar technology. 
Options that will come our way include a 
choice of body color; carbon-fiber or metal 
side blades; and carbon-fiber, piano-finish, 
or various leather surfaces for the car’s 
interior. 

 It remains to be seen whether cars 
shipped to the U.S. will have, as standard 
equipment, the 19-inch wheels and Pirelli 
P Zero tires that are options elsewhere 
or come standard with 18-inchers. It also 
remains to be seen whether the forecast 
base price of $110,000 will pertain. If it 
does, the R8 will compete directly against 
the Porsche 911 GT3 rather than the 911 
Carrera S we have posed as its iconic tar-
get. That’s tough company, but we bet Audi 
relishes the contest. ●

VEHICLE TYPE: mid-engine, 4-wheel-drive, 2-
passenger, 2-door coupe 

ESTIMATED PRICE AS TESTED: $130,000 

ENGINE TYPE: DOHC 32-valve V-8, aluminum block 
and heads, direct fuel injection
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 cu in, 4163cc
Power (SAE net). . . . . . . . . . . .420 bhp @ 7800 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . 317 lb-ft @ 4500 rpm

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed manual with automated 
shifting and clutch

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 104.3 in Length: 174.4 in Width: 75.0 in 
Height: 49.3 in Curb weight: 3500 lb (est)

2008 AUDI R8

ACCELERATION
Temperature: 39˚F
Humidity: 25% 
Barometric pressure: 27.30 in Hg

WEATHER

The R8 was tested under “quick and dirty” 
conditions because we only had the car for 
a few hours. As such, we were not able to 
apply our usual procedures, like topping 
off the fuel tank before testing, and running 
acceleration tests in two directions. So 
these figures will likely change—either up or 
down—when we do a proper test session. 

Wheel size/type: F: 8.5 x 19 in, 
R: 10.5 x 19 in/cast aluminum

Tires: Pirelli P Zero, F: 235/35ZR-19 
91Y, R: 295/30ZR-19 100Y
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Test-vehicle mileage: 1800


