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paint (specific to our test car) and an alarm 
upgrade, our tester stickered at $270,430.

The Ferrari 599GTB went on sale in the 
U.S. last spring as a replacement for the 
550/575 series that had been in production 
since 1996. Ferrari has since sold about 500 
599s. The base price is $318,045, although 
we suspect that most of them sticker for a 
lot more on the evidence of this optioned-
out $385,419 tester. Items such as the $26,000 
paint job, the $1776 Ferrari fender badges, 
and $12,547 of interior carbon-fiber trim 
must make the beancounters happy.

Like the DBS, the 599 has aluminum 
underpinnings and body panels and also 
features a hi-po, large-capacity V-12. In this 
case, the detuned Enzo unit displaces 6.0 
liters, makes a solid 612 horsepower, and 
drives through Ferrari’s F1 SuperFast 
 automated manual transmission. 

Ferrari also resorts to electronics to bal-

ance the tricky equation between sports-
car handling and the kind of ride comfort 
that will allow owners to use their cars as 
grand tourers. In this case, the 599 uses 
electromagnetic shocks, their calibration 
partly controlled by the manettino, a five-
position rotary switch on the steering 

wheel that also governs shift speed and 
traction- and stability-control settings. 

Over roads as diverse as L.A.’s clogged 
freeways to the nearly empty two-lanes 
that spear through the Anza-Borrego Des-
ert, we wrung out both of these gorgeous 
machines. Here’s what we discovered.
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ASTON MARTIN
DBS $266,350 $270,430 185.9 75.0 50.4 107.9 62.4 62.3 3820 52.9 47.1 20.6 91 50 7

FERRARI
599GTB FIORANO $318,045 $385,419 183.7 77.2 52.6 108.3 66.5 63.7 4000 47.5 52.5 22.7 91 48 11

C/D RESULTS BEST IN TEST SUSPENSION BRAKES
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ASTON MARTIN
DBS

control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

15.7-inch 
drilled, 
vented
disc

14.2-inch 
drilled, 
vented
disc

yes yes
Pirelli P Zero; 

F: 245/35ZR-20 (95Y), 
R: 295/30ZR-20 (101Y)

158 0.97 68.1

FERRARI
599GTB FIORANO

control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

15.7-inch 
drilled, 
vented
disc

14.2-inch 
drilled, 
vented
disc

yes yes
Pirelli P Zero; 

F: 245/35ZR-20 (95Y), 
R: 305/35ZR-20 (104Y)

152 0.98 67.1

TEST AVERAGE 155 0.98 67.6

BEST IN TEST ENGINE DRIVELINE ACCELERATION (seconds)
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ASTON MARTIN
DBS
DOHC 48-valve V-12 
362 cu in (5935cc)

510 @ 6500

6800 7.5 6-sp
man rear

3.15

3.71

6.7

4.3 9.3 18.9
12.6 
@
117

4.5 5.7 5.6
188 

(redline 
ltd)

50 111.95 10.8
1.44 14.6 85 17

420 @ 5750
1.15 18.3
0.94 22.5 73 110.76 27.7

FERRARI
599GTB FIORANO†
DOHC 48-valve V-12 
366 cu in (5999cc)
†Acceleration results from 
June 2007.

612 @ 7600

8400 6.5
6-sp
auto
man

rear

3.15

4.18

6.2

3.3 6.8 13.1
11.2 
@
131

3.7 4.3 5.4
206

(redline 
ltd, mfr’s 
claim)

55 112.18 9.0
1.57 12.5

84 15
448 @ 5600

1.19 16.5
0.94 20.9 73 90.78 25.1

TEST 
AVERAGE 3.8 8.1 16.0

11.9 
@

124
4.1 5.0 5.5 197

53 11

85 16

73 10

47


