
NOV 
2007      MOC.REVIRDDNARAC

and expensive Michelin run-flat tires. 
Since those features didn’t figure materi-
ally into our evaluation, a Quest priced 
about $34,000 would rate at least as highly 
as did this test vehicle. 

We had the choice of two Siennas, ev-
erything-but-nuts or a thrifty model with 
just the equipment most people buy, at 
$29,623. We took the people’s choice, with 
cloth seats and power operation on the side 
doors only.

The Hyundai Entourage was new for 
2007. Our Entourage Limited, loaded to 
the gunwales in the Hyundai fashion with 
leather seats, power sunroof, power side 
doors and liftgate, and power-adjust ped-
als, checked in at $33,820, well under the 
target price. 

In our last comparison of full-size  
minivans [June 2004], the Honda Odyssey 
was our top choice. Today’s version was 
new for 2005. The well-equipped EX-L 
test car included a leather interior, power 
doors, and the i-VTEC V-6, which drops to 
three cylinders at light loads to save gas. 
At $35,490, it topped our price target by a 
modest $490.

The once-thriving minivan market has 
narrowed to Chrysler against the world. 
Can the original maker regain the lead in 
the category it invented 24 years ago? Let’s 
hit the road and find out.

Nobody likes minivans anymore ex-
cept for the customers. And us. 

Uh-oh, now the customers appear to be 
softening. Sales dropped below a million 
units last year for the first time since 1992, 
and the midsummer tally for 2007 sug-
gests fewer than 800,000 this year. Ford 
terminated its Freestar and Monterey for 
2008, and GM axed the Relay and the Ter-
raza; the Uplander is on the glide slope. 
Only George W. Bush has been more 
abandoned.

Blame it on the sliding rear doors. 
“Terminally unhip,” according to the Wall 
Street Journal. But wait! Minivan rear slid-
ers are the only doors in the whole damn 
parking lot that don’t threaten your sheet-
metal when you park alongside.

Crossovers—minivan-like wagons 
without the sliders, such as GM’s Outlook/ 
Acadia/Enclave—are the shiny new choice 
right now for family hauling, but even the 
largest of them give up 25 to 40 percent of 
cargo space compared with full-size mini-
vans. They’re smaller inside but take up 
nearly the same parking space. 

With Ford and GM putting their eggs in 
the crossover basket, Chrysler, inventor 
of the minivan back in 1984 and market 
leader ever since, is the only Detroiter to 
stick by the concept. You might even say it 
has renewed its vows for 2008 with a major 

makeover of its Dodge Grand Caravan and 
Chrysler Town & Country models. 

This new benchmark calls for a new 
comparison test. The casting call went out 
to Honda, Toyota, Nissan, and Hyundai, 
whose Entourage will also stand as proxy 
for its sister, the Kia Sedona. For $35,000, 
we said, give us your best shot.

The benchmark 2008 Dodge Grand Car-
avan SXT nailed our price target within 
$40, at $34,960 as tested. The new look is 
definitely Dodgey, an assertively block-
shaped presence that reminds a bit too 
much of the top-heavy Jeep Commander. 
But minivans aren’t loved for their svelte 
silhouettes. Inside, Dodge has carved in 
so many nooks, crannies, cup holders, and 
juice-box niches that the soccer team will 
have to find something else to squabble 
over. The much lauded Stow ’n Go seat-
ing—featuring second-row captain’s 
chairs that vanish into the floor—is back 
and easier than ever to operate. 

The Nissan Quest and the Toyota Si-
enna are the two longest-running models 
in the group, both new in 2004. Regrettably, 
the test Quest carried an $11,415 load of 
options, pushing it to $39,620. But $6200 
of that went into two packages: SkyView 
includes a movable glass sunroof and four 
more fixed glass panels over the passenger 
area; the other option brings navigation 
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DODGE  
GRAND CARAVAN SXT† $27,535 $34,960 202.5 78.7 68.9 121.2 65.5 64.8 4659 56.9 43.1 1800/ 

3600 20.5 87 58 54 40

HONDA  
ODYSSEY EX-L $31,690 $35,490 201.0 77.1 70.0 118.1 66.7 66.8 4572 57.0 43.0 3500/ 

3500 21.0 87 58 57 52

HYUNDAI  
ENTOURAGE LIMITED $29,595 $33,820 202.0 78.1 71.5 118.9 66.3 66.3 4743 58.8 41.2 3500/ 

3500 21.1 87 63 62 44

NISSAN  
QUEST SL $28,205 $39,620 204.1 77.6 71.9 124.0 67.3 67.3 4528 58.8 41.2 3500/ 

3500 20.0 91 62 68 54

TOYOTA  
SIENNA LE $26,365 $29,623 201.0 77.4 68.9 119.3 65.6 66.9 4268 59.7 40.3 3500/ 

3500 20.0 87 66 60 51

†2008 price.
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