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If choosing a minivan came down to 
the powertrain, this Toyota would be 

a slam-dunk. The 3.5-liter DOHC V-6 is the 
strong, silent type, rushing to 60 mph in 
7.2 seconds, nearly a second ahead of the 
next-best Dodge. In fact, the Toyota earned 

THE VERDICT 
Rolling anonymity.

THE HIGHS 
Disciplined and quiet V-6, good 
passing power, creamy shifts, quiet 
interior, best second-row seats. 

THE LOWS 
High e�ort to fold second- and  
third-row seats, boring to look at 
even for a minivan.

TOYOTA SIENNA LE

top marks in every acceleration measure. 
And it does so with little more than a purr 
from beyond the fire wall.

Less satisfying are the generally aloof 
responses of the controls. The brakes feel 
wooden, and stops were long at 201 feet. 
The steering lacks sharpness. What you 
get instead of confident handling is a soft, 
quiet ride that makes the others seem a bit 
rude. One of our testers noted “butt burn” 
from the driver’s seat, the result of a shape 
that forces a thin person’s weight uncom-
fortably forward on the cushion. 

The second-row captain’s chairs were 
rated highest for comfort. At 67 pounds, 
they’re heavier to remove than the Hyun-
dai’s, but better-placed handles make 
them easier to manage. The door panels 
are scooped out to give exceptionally good 

elbow space. Third-row comfort was about 
average; headroom is scant back there. 

Folding the seats drew low marks be-
cause of the effort required to unlatch them 
from their fixed position on the floor. Stow-
ing the third row required as much as a 
40-pound pull on a strap. Interestingly, 
Hyundai appeared to use exactly the same 
folding mechanism—even the instruc-
tions on the pull straps were in a similar 
typeface—but the pull never exceeded 26 
pounds.

Instead of a full console between the 
front seats, the Toyota and the Hyundai 
use the Honda-style fold-down table with a 
cup holder at each corner and a large tray 
in the middle. Hyundai advances the idea 
with a pull-to-extend feature that length-
ens the tray. Toyota adds a lidded bin and 
splendid surface detailing. This table is 
an excellent feature for those who want to 
maintain the walk-through space.

The Sienna has large front-door pock-
ets, exceeded in size only by the Odyssey’s. 
The dash has two glove boxes, one stacked 
over the other, as do the Caravan and the 
Entourage. The upper box on the Toyota 
is sized for gloves and little more.

Mom said the third-row shoulder belts 
will dig into youngsters’ necks, and the 
floaty ride motions back there could cause 
bouts of carsickness. Oh, dear.

C/D RESULTS BEST IN TEST CARGO (cu �)
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DODGE  
GRAND CARAVAN SXT 141 83 32 96/47/14 12.5 94.5 x 48.0

HONDA  
ODYSSEY EX-L 147 91 38 96/49/18 12.6 100.0 x 48.5

HYUNDAI  
ENTOURAGE LIMITED 142 80 32 98/54/17 12.6 93.5 x 48.0

NISSAN  
QUEST SL 149 88 33 90/45/18 12.2 97.0 x 49.0

TOYOTA  
SIENNA LE 149 95 44 113/55/18 12.3 94.0 x 52.5
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