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ACCELERATION

151 ft
BRAKING

MPH 70 0

Temperature: 71˚F
Humidity: 65% 
Barometric pressure: 28.65 in Hg

TEST RESULTS

WEATHER

The three-disc clutch was impossible to 
modulate for an effective launch. Rapid-
fire, sequential shifter made up for some 
of the time deficit, however. Brakes offered 
little pedal feel, and on the road course, we 
flat-spotted two tires. Then, while braking 
for Turn One, we had a blowout at 140 mph 
that could have turned ugly but didn’t. 
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VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
2-passenger, 2-door race car

PRICE AS TESTED: $225,000

ENGINE TYPE: DOHC 32-valve V-8, aluminum block and 
heads, port fuel injection
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302 cu in, 4952cc 
Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . .534 bhp @ 7100 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . 440 lb-ft @ 5300 rpm

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed sequential manual
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 107.1 in Length: 189.6 in 
Width: 75.9 in Height: 51.0 in 
Curb weight: 3300 lb

Brake modulation: fair
Front-rear balance: fair

A NEW TRANS-AM?

We’ve established that Dan Davis, the director of Ford Racing 
Technology, wants to launch a spec racing series featuring turn-key 
550-hp Ford Mustangs purchased straight from the manufacturer. But 

he’s well aware of an even more compelling possibility waiting in the wings.
Everyone now knows that Chevrolet is reviving the Camaro and Dodge the 

Challenger. If you’re like us, at some point you expect to see these three pony 
cars competing on a racetrack. Davis thinks the series he wants to launch as 
Mustang only would be the natural place. 

If this sounds a lot like the original Trans-Am—well, that’s the idea. Launched 
in 1966, the SCCA Trans-Am series featured Mustangs and Plymouth 
Barracudas and Camaros and Challengers, all—like the FR500GT—built from 
real cars, not the complex and pricey from-scratch tube-frame cars of recent 
years. If Chevy and Dodge would be willing to build cars comparable to the 
FR500GT, then bring ’em on, Davis says. 

That said, the Sports Car Club of America Trans-Am, given up for dead in 
2005, is still hanging on through a well-intentioned token effort. In September 
and October of this year, the SCCA conducted two Trans-Am races at 
Heartland Park Topeka with a pickup field of leftover cars. Why? Mostly 
because Trans-Am is the longest continually running road-racing series in 
North America, and the two-race season allows it a 41st consecutive year.

Champ Car co-owner Paul Gentilozzi was a four-time Trans-Am champion, 
and he promoted the series until 2005. Gentilozzi won the first of the two 
Heartland Park races in his fresh-from-mothballs Rocketsports Jaguar XKR, 
but he recognizes that it would take a concerted, well-financed effort to return 
Trans-Am, or a series like it, to prominence. “I kept it going as long as I could,” 
Gentilozzi says, “but it’ll take someone with deeper pockets than mine.”

Such as Ford, Chevrolet, and Dodge? Stay tuned. —SCS

conscious effort to keep your size 11s on the 
proper pedals. That’s one thing that will 
be cleaned up for production, as will the 
tacked-on look of instruments and gauges 
in this prototype, which still has the air 
conditioning ducts and controls.

Under way, the FR500GT is a blast. The 
engine pulls like a mule train up to about 
6800 rpm, with a refreshingly broad power 
band. Aside from uncomfortably numb 
brakes, the car is, as Scott Maxwell said, 
imminently tossable. The big Pirelli slicks 
hang on like Dick Clark, and when they 
finally do let go—typically the front tires 
before the rears—they do so gradually and 
predictably. Grattan Raceway in western 
Michigan is tight and a bit bumpy, and had 
this been a race weekend, we’d have soft-
ened up the suspension a bit. But as it was, 
we reached our limits in the FR500GT well 
before we reached the FR500GT’s limits. 
Having squeezed into the passenger seat for 
a ride with Scott Maxwell earlier, though, 
we found just how effective the brakes are 
with a professional driver, and how but-
toned down the rear suspension is, even 
with a solid axle.

 So will you be seeing the FR500GT, the 
King of All Mustangs, at a Track Near You 
in 2007? “The series is ready to go,” Davis 
says, but he’d like to find a title sponsor to 
help with marketing, the winner’s circle, 
timing, and scoring—“all the stuff we’re 
not that good at.”

Any takers?

49

FORD MUSTANG FR500GT TRACK TEST

THE WAY IT WAS, 1967: 
MUSTANG VS. CAMARO


