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with a fast, firm gear swap, and right at
redline.

The F1 paddle-shift system is much
improved over the previous generation,
both in speed and smoothness, but full-
throttle shifts are still fast and occasion-
ally abrupt. You can find some back-and-
forth driveline shuffle, too, at moderate
speeds if you’re tentative with the controls.

The car feels light and stiff, and it
responds quickly and accurately to move-
ments at the steering wheel. Although
firmly suspended, the Ferrari’s chassis
damps sharp edges off most bumps, and it
keeps the ride flat and devoid of all but
small body movements. You hear and feel
big bumps as single, muted impacts with
no reverberation.

Out on the fabulous mountain roads we
found near Knappenberger’s dealership,
the F430 was a sheer delight, turning in
like a kart, clinging to the line (at 0.96 g)
with a clearly transmitted sense of what
the contact patches are doing, and blasting
out on a clean burst of sound, the V-8
yelling like a modern inline-four sport bike
in full voice.

It’s hard to explain exactly how well the
Ferrari is integrated. It’s like a perfectly
fitted glove. It goes where you merely sug-
gest it go. It encourages faster corner
entries than you would have anticipated,
and it builds the driver’s confidence, with
some initial understeer giving way to a
touch of throttle-induced oversteer at
corner exits. That the interior is a pleas-
antly arranged space with plenty of room
and a natural driving position is just sauce
on the pudding. The F430 even swallows
a fair bit of luggage. 

Because U.S.-bound F430s are not
equipped with Euro-spec launch control,
our car was put through its paces with a
normal launch, using comparatively low
revs as the clutch engaged. So our 60-mph
and quarter-mile figures are not as quick
as those of the car tested in Italy by tech
editor Aaron Robinson in January. The
F430 is still scary fast and utterly seduc-
tive. The only quibbles were about its
styling, and nobody liked the imperative
warning beeps. Other than that, our judg-
ment was unanimous: This is the world’s
most desirable sports car, bar none.           ■

Results Aston Ferrari Ford Lamborghini Mercedes Porsche
DB9 F430 GT Gallardo SL65 AMG 911 Turbo S

driver comfort (10) 9 9 7 8 10 9
ergonomics (10) 8 9 6 8 8 8
trunk space* (5) 5 2 1 2 2 5

features/amenities* (10) 9 8 6 7 10 10
fit and finish (10) 9 9 6 9 9 9

interior styling (20) 20 18 14 18 16 14
exterior styling (20) 18 18 18 18 16 14
as-tested price* (20) 18 16 19 17 16 20

total (105) 96 89 77 87 87 89

performance* (20) 15 18 20 18 20 20
engine flexibility* (5) 3 4 5 4 5 3

fuel economy* (5) 4 4 4 3 4 5
engine NVH (10) 8 9 8 9 9 9

transmission (10) 8 10 8 8 9 9
total (50) 38 45 45 42 47 46

performance* (20) 16 20 18 20 15 15
steering feel (5) 3 5 4 3 3 4

brake feel (5) 3 5 5 4 3 5
handling (10) 7 10 10 9 8 8

ride (10) 7 9 8 8 9 8
total (50) 36 49 45 44 38 40

gotta-have-it factor (25) 21 25 23 22 16 16
fun to drive (25) 15 25 22 21 18 19
grand total (255) 206 233 212 216 206 210

finishing order 5 (tie) 1 3 2 5 (tie) 4

*These objective scores are calculated from the vehicles’ dimensions, capacities, and/or test results. Best in test.

Streets of Willow, 1.6 miles

No anti-spin control in Ford, so we 
take a cautionary 69.6 mph through
the sweeper. AWD Porsche feels the 
best at 72.6 mph.

Soft Aston rolls 
in the esses.

Braking is most intense for this
tricky switchback. Ford pulls biggest
decel: 1.24 g. Luxo AMG and Aston
manage 1.09 g.

High pucker factor 
for the kink. We 
must lift, or we’ll spin.

AMG’s 604 horsepower make it the
drag-race winner. It’s doing 104.2 mph
here. Ferrari, Ford, and Porsche make it
to 102, and Aston hits 99 and change. 

On-camber mixing bowl: 
Ford pulls highest g at 1.38.

Wailing Ferrari
just hits fourth 
doing 105.4 mph.
Ford makes it 
to 104.1 
before braking.

Planted on fat tires,
AMG has highest entry
speed at 37.5 mph.
Constant-radius 
tire scrubber brings 
out the understeer.

Ferrari redlines in second at 71 mph. 
All heads turn to listen.

Aston Ferrari Ford Lambo Mercedes Porsche
1:35.64 1:32.68 1:32.61 — 1:34.95 1:34.97
60.2 62.1 62.2 — 60.7 60.6
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