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Ferrari
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Porsche
911

base price/
price as tested

$65,690/
$70,940

$174,535/
$192,545

$123,695/
$130,265

di
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n length 175.6 177.6 175.2
width 75.9 75.7 72.9

height 49.0 47.8 51.2
wheelbase 105.7 102.4 92.5

track, front/rear 63.5/62.5 65.7/63.6 58.7/60.9
weight, pounds 3186 3344 3514

weight distribution, 
% front/rear 50.9/49.1 42.8/57.2 39.1/60.9

fuel tank, gallons 18.0 25.1 17.7
recommended
octane rating 91 91 91
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front 52 52 48
rear — — 16

trunk 22 9 4
Best in test.

pling, but the new car features an electro-
magnetically controlled clutch pack at the 
center di�erential. This is a major compo-
nent of the Porsche Traction Management 
system. Reading data from the onboard 
sensors, PTM shunts torque between the 
front and rear axles to reduce understeer or 
oversteer, to preload the clutch for maxi-
mum traction at launch, or to minimize 
wheelspin on slippery surfaces. The Turbo 
also has the Porsche Stability Management 
(PSM) and Porsche Active Suspension 
Management (PASM) stability-control and 
electronic-damping systems. A rear-lock-
ing di�erential is optional (our car had it) 
on models �tted with the six-speed manual 
transmission, but not on cars that have the 
�ve-speed Tiptronic manumatic. 

Taking its cue from the Carrera GT, the 

Turbo has six-piston front-brake calipers, 
which here act on 13.8-inch-diameter vent-
ed discs. There’s the option of even larger 
15.0-inch discs with the $8840 ceramic 
composite option. Thanks partly to alumi-
num doors, the new Turbo weighs about 
the same as the outgoing car, but it’s still 
the porker of this group at 3514 pounds.

We were expecting the ’07 Turbo to be 
special, but just how good is it? To �nd out, 
we traveled to Germany and brought along 
a Ferrari F430 and Chevrolet Corvette 
Z06 for comparison. Those both provide 
similar amounts of horsepower and per-
formance for wildly di�ering amounts of 
money—a base of $65,690 for the 505-hp 
Corvette and a whopping $174,535 for the 
483-hp F430.

For various reasons, Ferrari couldn’t 

provide us with a car because the company 
was at full stretch with the launch of the 
599GTB, but we suspect it was gun-shy 
about putting its car up against the Corvette. 
However, Gerrit Schumann, an Internet 
entrepreneur we know in Germany, gener-
ously lent us his car for a couple of days. 
He wasn’t too keen on our running stand-
ing starts, having fried a clutch when using 
the launch-control function, so we took the 
standing-start acceleration and braking re-
sults from our “Lords of Envy” comparison 
[C/D, August 2005]. In Europe, we stormed 
the German autobahns and back roads and 
tested at the magni�cent Papenburg facil-
ity in northern Germany, which features a 
7.6-mile-long high-speed oval and a replica 
of the short course at Hockenheim, home 
of the German Grand Prix. 
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