
down the road with unerring accuracy. 
While I was white-knuckling my way to 
an indicated 207 mph in the Corvette, 
VanderWerp was relaxed and at ease while 
maxing the Ferrari to 186. And although 
the engine is happy to be revved to eight 
grand, it also pulls from as low as 2000 
rpm without hesitation.

On the track, the F430 was the slowest 
of our group but the most fun to drive. (If 
it had had the Pirelli P Zero Corsa race tires 
that Schumann �tted after our test, it likely 
would have been faster.) The F430 has the 
most entertaining and predictable chassis 
of the three, with mild understeer on turn-
in, a neutral demeanor mid-turn as you ap-
ply the power, and power oversteer on cor-
ner exits. But thanks to a more predictable 
throttle and more accurate, lively steer-
ing, the oversteer is progressive and easily 
controlled, unlike the Corvette’s. With its 
beautifully balanced chassis, instant shifts, 
rabid soundtrack, and stunning brakes, the 
F430 is a riot on the track and makes you 
feel like Schuey for an hour or two.

The car does have its downsides—but 
not many. The beautifully sculpted rear 
haunches that mimic the Le Mans–win-
ning 250LM race car look great in the rear-
view mirrors but make reversing a royal 
pain, and the rear pillars create massive 

blind spots. The seats lack lumbar support, 
and their thin padding and �rm thigh bol-
stering caused VanderWerp discomfort on 
a long haul. The navigation system, even 
without the added complication of being in 
German, is adequate but doesn’t provide a 
map, as do the two other cars.

But you tend to forgive the F430 for  any 
faults. It has the best-looking interior of the 
three, a simple yet ergonomically e�ective 
layout that has just the right amount of 
spot-on race-car cues, such as the carbon-
�ber center console and the anodized ma-
nettino switch. It is also practical, the spa-
cious front trunk being augmented by an 
area behind the seats that will accept a set 
of golf clubs. 

You could argue that the Porsche is the 
more complete car or that the Corvette 
should win because of its enormous value 
for the dollar, but—bank account will-
ing—this is the car we would take out of 
this trio. It is an astonishing achievement 
for such a small automaker, because as 
well as providing so much excitement and 
entertainment, it is also a perfectly good 
daily driver. The mere existence of this car 
brings us to question why you would want 
(or need) a Bugatti Veyron or a Porsche 
Carrera GT, or even a Ferrari 599GTB. It is 
that good. ■

Results Chevy
Z06

Ferrari
F430

Porsche
911

ve
hi

cle

driver comfort (10) 7 8 9

ergonomics (10) 8 9 7

rear-seat space* (5) 0 0 5

trunk* (5) 5 2 1

features/amenities* (10) 7 1 10

6 10 9

interior styling (10) 6 9 9

exterior styling (10) 9 10 8

rebates/discounts* (5) 0 0 0

as-tested price* (20) 20 7 11

 total (95) 68 56 69

po
w

er
tr

ai
n

¼-mi acceleration* (20) 20 16 20

5 5 3

fuel economy* (5) 5 5 4

engine NVH (10) 8 10 7

transmission (10) 7 10 8

 total (50) 45 46 42

ch
as

sis

performance* (20) 20 18 19

steering feel (5) 3 5 5

brake feel (5) 4 5 5

handling (10) 7 10 8

ride (10) 7 9 9

 total (50) 41 47 46
gotta-have-it factor (25) 17 25 20

fun to drive (25) 21 25 21

grand total (245) 192 199 198
3 1 2

*These objective scores are calculated from the vehicles’ dimensions, 
capabilities, rebates and discounts, and/or test results.  Best in test.

■ Carbon ceramic brakes are a $22,000 option on 

console houses retro-style air vents. Ferrari displays 
its glorious 483-hp, 4.3-liter V-8 engine for all to see. 
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