
Second Place
Porsche 911 Turbo

As the test numbers prove, the 911 Turbo is 
monster fast, �ashing through the quarter-mile in 
11.7 seconds and hitting 100 mph from rest in 
just 7.8 seconds. The 0-to-30-mph time is an in-
credible 1.1 seconds, compared with 1.7 seconds 
for the two other cars. Midrange performance is 
equally impressive, the Turbo running 50 to 70 
mph in top gear in just 5.4 seconds. It matches 
the Corvette up to 120 mph, then the Z06 pulls 
away.

In real-world driving, midrange torque is even 
more spectacular. The 911 pulls seamlessly from 
low revs to crazy speeds in sixth gear—so e�ort-
lessly, in fact, that you have to glance sideways 
at the scenery �ashing past to appreciate that 
you’re going as fast as the speedometer indicates. 
The impressive acceleration is accompanied by a 
relatively muted but evocative wail that swells in 
volume with engine speed but is never as intru-
sive (or as compelling) as the sound of the Ferrari 
or Chevy V-8. 

At 150 mph on the autobahn, the Turbo is as 
stable as Mt. Everest and rides beautifully if you 
keep the dampers in the comfort setting. Switch 
to the sport setting, and the ride can become jar-
ring, although we set up the car that way when 
driving hard on back roads because it reduces 
body roll. Our tester had the Sport Chrono pack-
age; pressing its sport button gives more boost 
and sharpens the throttle response. 

Around town, the shifter seems notchier than 
that of most Porsches, and the lack of clutch-ped-
al linearity caused everyone who drove it to stall 
at some point. Against that, this is the easiest car 
of the three to place, with compact dimensions, 
good mirrors, and a lack of blind spots. It also 
has the most comfortable seats of the trio. The 
Turbo’s interior is nicely wrought, but the center 
console has way too many small buttons, and the 
�ve gauges in front of you can become confusing. 

Powertrain Chevrolet
Corvette Z06

Ferrari
F430

Porsche
911 Turbo 

en
gi

ne

type pushrod 
16-valve V-8

DOHC
32-valve V-8

twin-turbocharged 
and intercooled DOHC 

displacement, cu in (cc) 428 (7008) 263 (4308) 220 (3600)
power, bhp @ rpm 505 @ 6300 483 @ 8500 480 @ 6000

torque, lb-ft @ rpm 470 @ 4800 343 @ 5250 502 @ 1950
redline, rpm 7000 8500 6600

lb per bhp 6.3 6.9 7.3

dr
iv

el
in

e

transmission 6-sp man 6-sp auto man 6-sp man
driven wheels rear rear all

gear ratios:1 2.66, 1.78, 1.30, 
1.00, 0.74, 0.50

3.29, 2.16, 1.61, 
1.27, 1.03, 0.82

3.82, 2.14, 1.48, 
1.18, 0.97, 0.79

axle ratio:1 3.42 4.30 3.44
mph per 1000 rpm 8.4, 12.6, 17.3, 

22.4, 30.3, 44.9
5.5, 8.3, 11.2, 
14.2, 17.5, 21.9

5.8, 10.3, 15.0, 
18.8, 22.8, 28.0

C/
D

te
st

 re
su

lts

ac
ce

le
ra

tio
n,

 se
co

nd
s 0–60 mph 3.5 4.1* 3.4 3.7

0–100 mph 8.3 9.4* 7.8 8.5
0–150 mph 17.7 23.8* 19.1 20.2

¼-mile @ mph 11.7 @ 123 12.5 @ 116* 11.7 @ 121 12.0 @ 120
rolling 5–60 mph 4.0 4.7* 4.6 4.4

to
p-

ge
ar 30–50 mph 9.1 5.1* 7.8 7.3

50–70 mph 9.0 3.7* 5.4 6.0
top speed, mph 198 (drag ltd, 

mfr claim)
186 (redline 
ltd)

185 (redline 
ltd)

190

so
un

d
le

ve
l, 

dB
A

idle 58 59 55 57
full-throttle 89 91 83 88

70-mph cruise 72 73 76 74

fu
el

ec
on

om
y,

 
m

pg

EPA city 16 11 18 15
EPA highway 26 16 25 22

C/D 500-mile trip 12 11 10 11

Best in test.  *Test results from C/D, August 2005. test avg

The Z06 gains 
a half-second on the 
straight, where it shows its brawn, 
reaching 128 mph, and is also able to 
brake later than the two others. F430 
hits 125 mph, 911 touches 120 mph.

Porsche matches the Corvette 
through this slower, 
180-degree turn. 
Ferrari is 0.2 second 
slower.

Z06 shows its massive grip 
here, getting through this sec-

tion 0.4 second quicker than 
the 911 and 0.7 second quicker 

than the F430.

Monster Corvette 

and Ferrari under 
acceleration, but the 911 

goes through this hairy 
kink at 108 mph, 5 to 6 mph 

faster than the others.

The F430’s high, 73-mph 
exit speed allows it to nearly 
keep pace with the Z06. The 911 
gets left in the dust. 
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