
quarters. So can the GT500 really hang 
with the Corvette? 

Second Place
Ford Shelby GT500

The GT500 is at its best on the boule-
vard, where its decent ride and comfortable 
interior make it a great place to hang out in 
between heavy dips into its swollen torque 
curve.

Rated at a full 500 ponies, the super-
charged 5.4-liter DOHC V-8 under its 
striped hood responds immediately and 
strongly at any rpm. It feels more respon-
sive at lower revs than the Corvette’s 6.0-
liter V-8, which is itself hardly a slouch in 
the torque department. And if you like su-
percharger whine, you’ll love the GT500’s 

soundtrack, but you’d better love it because 
you can almost always hear the blower.

However, when it comes to pure per-
formance, the GT500 has trouble hang-
ing with the Vette. It prevailed in only two 
tests, beating the Vette in the lane change 
by 1.3 mph and outgunning the Chevy in 
the 50-to-70-mph top-gear acceleration 
run—8.8 seconds versus 9.1.

The major reason is the GT500’s weight 
and how it is distributed. The hardware 
needed to turn the 5.4-liter DOHC V-8 
into a 500-hp monster makes for a long 
and massive list. There’s the supercharger 
with its drive pulleys, the intercooler with 
its pump and water lines. Even the 5.4-li-
ter heavy-duty block weighs more than the 
4.6-liter assembly in the Mustang GT. All 

told, these parts add about 150 pounds to 
the car—most of it up in the nose. Com-
bine those extra pounds with the GT500’s 
large brakes, 19-inch wheels and tires, and 
six-speed transmission, and the result is a 
porky 3896-pound Mustang.

That adds up to 321 more pounds 
than the last Mustang GT we tested and a 
more forward weight bias, degrading from 
52.5/47.5 percent to 57.7/42.3 percent. 

The Vette is not only 616 pounds lighter 
but also splits its weight 51.9/48.1 percent 
front to rear. That more even distribution 
means more traction off the line, stronger 
braking, and better handling balance. 

At the test track, physics would not be 
denied. Despite being on tires similar to 
the Corvette’s in size and specification, the 

Vehicle Chevrolet
Corvette  

Ford 
Shelby GT500

base price/
price as tested

$44,490/
$56,070

$41,950/
$45,000 (est)
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n length 174.6 187.6
width 72.6 73.9

height 49.0 54.5
wheelbase 105.7 107.1

track, front/rear 62.1/60.7 61.9/62.5
weight, pounds 3280 3896

weight distribution, 
% front/rear 51.9/48.1 57.7/42.3

fuel tank, gallons 18.0 16.0
recommended
octane rating 91 91
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front 52 53
rear — 33

trunk 22 12
Best in test.


