
back end always staying in line. The brakes 
were also strong, showing hardly any fade, 
even when slowing from about 130 mph 
into Turn One. In the slower corners, how-
ever, the nose tended to plow too much, 
making it difficult to apply the power early 
for a strong exit.

Our best time was 1:33.30, about three 
seconds slower than the Vette, and it’s hard 
to forget the GT500’s extra poundage. One 
tester commented, “I’m always aware of the 
high center of gravity compared with the 
Vette’s, and the GT500 really bounds and 
bobs. But I could spend a day lapping this 
car and never get bored.” 

Astute readers might remember that we 
lapped Grattan in a Dodge Charger SRT8 in 
1:32.65 [“Bahn Burners, Episode 39,” Janu-
ary 2006]. But it had rained hard the night 
before we ran the GT500 and Corvette, and 
we’d be willing to bet our own dough that 
the GT500 would be faster than the Char-
ger if we tested both on the same day.

On the road, the GT500 settles nicely 

into a relaxed cruise. At posted speeds, its 
behavior is not at all hot roddish, and the 
ride is quite subtle for a car festooned with 
racing stripes. Like the original GT500, 
the ’07 car feels more like a competent all-
arounder than an all-out speed machine. 
It’s refined and fairly quiet, and the steering 
has a natural weight to it. The seats are too 
flat for track use but are fine for long trips. 
If the clutch effort weren’t so pronounced, 
the GT500 could be a daily driver.

And it’s always ready for those unex-
pected stoplight duels with its reliable 
launch control and light, positive, and ac-
curate shifter. 

In the end, we wish this GT500 had 
more horses to go with its lofty price. The 
last SVT Cobra only cost $35,000 and was 
just as quick. We also couldn’t stop think-
ing about a one-off project Mustang we 
tested in February 2000, the Ford-built, 
3587-pound FR500. With a naturally as-
pirated 415-hp V-8, it was as fast as this 
GT500, it felt a whole lot less ponderous, 

and we loved it. We expected the GT500 
to mirror it. It’s close, but it’s still a few 
hundred pounds away. As four-seaters go, 
the GT500 is the best bang for your buck 
around, but for pure performance at the 
price, there’s a better alternative. 

First Place
Chevrolet Corvette

That other choice is, of course, the Cor-
vette. Since the C6 version appeared in 
2004, we’ve heaped volumes of praise on 
it, and we’re running out of ways to say 
that it is arguably the best sports car for the 
money, period. 

As quick as this Vette was (0 to 60 in 
4.3 seconds and the quarter in 12.8 at 113 
mph), we’ve tested other examples that 
have gone faster. The Vette we featured in 
December 2004 got to 60 mph in 4.1 sec-
onds and turned the quarter in 12.6 at 114 
mph. The one on these pages, though, was 
practically brand-new and had only 700 
miles on the odo. 
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GRATTAN RACEWAY
The Vette reaches 135 mph 

before braking for Turn 1; 
the GT500 goes 130.

A bit too much 
throttle causes the 

Vette’s tail to step out. 
We lift and correct, 

losing speed. The GT500 
pushes through 

3 mph faster.

The Vette has a 7-mph speed 
advantage as the cars crest a 
hill between Turns 4 and 5.

The Vette may 
be a tad too loose 
in Turn 9, but at the 
second-gear Turn 10, 
it’s terrific because it 
doesn’t plow like the 
GT500 and exits the 
corner at 40 mph, 
6 mph faster than 
the GT500.

Both cars travel at
about the same 
speed through Turns 7, 8, 
and 9, but the GT500 feels 
more stable, while the Vette 
is a little tail happy.


