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driver comfort (10) 8 8

ergonomics (10) 10 9

rear-seat space* (5) 0 5

trunk* (5) 5 3

features/amenities* (10) 10 5

9 7

interior styling (10) 9 6

exterior styling (10) 10 8

rebates/discounts* (5) 0 0

as-tested price* (20) 15 20

total (95) 76 71
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¼-mi acceleration* (20) 20 20

5 5

fuel economy* (5) 5 4

engine NVH (10) 10 8

transmission (10) 8 9

 total (50) 48 46
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performance* (20) 20 18

steering feel (5) 4 5

brake feel (5) 4 3

handling (10) 10 8

ride (10) 10 10

 total (50) 48 44
gotta-have-it factor (25) 24 19

fun to drive (25) 24 20

grand total (245) 220 200
1 2

*These objective scores are calculated from the vehicles’ dimensions, 
capabilities, rebates and discounts, and/or test results.
Best in test.

driver has to be on his or her toes in the 
high-speed corners, where sloppy throttle 
work can send the tail sliding out. We got 
overly aggressive with the throttle twice in 
a 90-mph right-hander, and the tail broke 
rank. Usually, that’s a guaranteed moment 
of panic, but the Vette is so tolerant that 
we simply countersteered a little and sailed 
right on through. 

Although we also thought that the fade-
free brakes were easy to modulate and 
above reproach, we did find a few other 
things to complain about. One is the trans-
mission, which required a patient hand to 
accurately perform the second-to-third-
gear upshift. The test drivers missed it re-
peatedly, and the stubby gearshift rod went 
into some nether land in the shift pattern 

that felt as if it were in gear but was actu-
ally in neutral. Both cars use the Tremec 
T56 design, but the GT500’s shorter, more 
direct shift linkage works a lot better.

And the Corvette seats, in a word, stink. 
They offer zero lateral support, so even 
though the driver can lock into place with 
the seatbelt, he or she winds up bracing 
a leg against the door and tranny tunnel. 
The seats feel flimsy, too, and the leather is 
so slippery the driver is constantly sliding 
into an inadvertent slouch.

While we’re in bitch mode, the variable-
assist steering system could also use some 
work. On the track, the effort is fine, but on 
the road it feels artificially heavy and won’t 
win any prizes for being communicative. 
It’s not awful, but the GT500’s is better. 

Otherwise, the Vette flows down pub-
lic roads with a grace you wouldn’t expect 
after experiencing its abilities around the 
Grattan track. The clutch effort is light, the 
gauges are easy to read, and the interior is 
relatively quiet.

And although the Corvette doesn’t have 
back seats and is 13.0 inches shorter than 
the Mustang, it does have the largest and 
most practical luggage compartment of any 
two-seater on the planet. Fuel economy is 
clearly not a priority with these cars, but 
the Corvette does well on that score as 
well, when driven with some restraint.

In other words, we wouldn’t hesitate to 
drive this car daily, and it won this duel 
handily, topping the GT500’s score by 20 
points. ■


