
Chassis Chevrolet
Corvette 

Ford
Shelby GT500 

front suspension control arms, leaf 
spring, anti-roll bar

strut, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar

rear suspension control arms, leaf 
spring, anti-roll bar

rigid axle, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar

front brakes vented disc vented disc
rear brakes vented disc vented disc

anti-lock control yes yes
stability control yes no

tires Goodyear  
Eagle F1 Supercar EMT; 
F: P245/40ZR-18 88Y, 
R: P285/35ZR-19 90Y

Goodyear 
Eagle F1 Supercar;
F: P255/45ZR-18 99W,
R: P285/40ZR-18 96W
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braking, 120–0, feet 462 485 474
braking, 70–0, feet 161 172 167

2.0-mile road course, 
lap time/mph 1:30.40/79.6 1:33.30/77.2 1:31.85/78.4
roadholding, 

300-foot skidpad, g 0.95 0.90 0.93
lane change, mph 65.5 66.8 66.2

Best in test. test avg

Powertrain Chevrolet 
Corvette 

Ford 
Shelby GT500 

en
gi

ne

type pushrod 
16-valve V-8

supercharged and 
intercooled DOHC 
32-valve V-8

displacement, cu in (cc) 364 (5967) 330 (5409)
power, bhp @ rpm 400 @ 6000 500 @ 6000

torque, lb-ft @ rpm 400 @ 4400 480 @ 4500
redline, rpm 6500 6000

lb per bhp 8.2 7.8

dr
iv

el
in

e

transmission 6-sp man 6-sp man
driven wheels rear rear

gear ratios:1 2.97. 2.07, 1.43, 
1.00, 0.71, 0.57

2.97, 1.78, 1.30, 
1.00, 0.80, 0.63

axle ratio:1 3.42 3.31
mph per 1000 rpm 7.6, 10.9, 15.8, 

22.5, 31.8, 39.6
7.9, 13.1, 18.0, 
23.4, 29.2, 37.1
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ac
ce

le
ra

tio
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co
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s 0–60 mph 4.3 4.5 4.4

0–100 mph 9.9 10.3 10.1
0–150 mph 26.8 30.3 28.6

¼-mile @ mph 12.8 @ 113 12.9 @ 112 12.9 @ 113
rolling 5–60 mph 5.0 5.2 5.1

to
p-

ge
ar 30–50 mph 9.5 10.4 10.0

50–70 mph 9.1 8.8 9.0
top speed, mph 186 (drag ltd, 

mfr’s claim)
155 (gov ltd) 171

so
un
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dB
A

idle 58 53 56
full-throttle 86 81 84

70-mph cruise 75 75 75

fu
el
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on

om
y,

 
m

pg

EPA city 18 15* 17
EPA highway 28 22* 25

C/D 500-mile trip 14 11 13
*Estimated.  Best in test. test avg

Mustang Cobra we tested [“Rotary Revival,” 
C/D, April 2003] posted the same quarter-
mile time and speed despite a 20-percent-
worse power-to-weight ratio (110 fewer 
horses, 216 fewer pounds). And the BMW 
M6 tested in this issue [see page 68], which 
is also rated at 500 horsepower and weighs 
12 more pounds than the GT500, ran the 
quarter in 12.4 seconds at 121 mph. Ford 
says that its own quarter-mile tests are 0.1 

or 0.2 second quicker with 115-mph trap 
speeds. The 500-hp figure was obtained 
using the latest SAE-certified test protocol, 
so it’s unlikely that the GT500 isn’t deliver-
ing the promised ponies. Maybe we were 
off that day. 

In any case, the fiberglass wonder from 
Chevy ripped to 60 mph in 4.3 seconds 
and through the quarter in 12.8 seconds at 
113 mph. It was also 3.5 seconds quicker 

to 150, which is hardly surprising given 
the Corvette’s sleeker shape and smaller 
frontal area.

Despite the Ford’s disappointing 
straight-line acceleration, the GT500 hap-
pily bounded around Grattan for several 
laps. Thanks to its reassuring understeer, 
the GT500 was rock solid at high speed, 
confidently carving through the faster 
white-knuckle parts of the track, with the 

■ The Shelby’s 5.4-liter V-8 engine uses a cast-iron block mated to the four-valve-
per-cylinder aluminum cylinder heads that were used in the Ford GT. A Roots-type 
supercharger sits atop the block, providing 8.5 psi of boost. 
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