
able to differentiate between the two. Now
the disparity is quite apparent as the GTO
has moved below five seconds for the 
0-to-60 sprint—that’s M3 territory.

It’s easy to get going quickly in the
GTO, but the six-speed manual transmis-
sion is about as fun to use as that Soloflex
collecting dust in your basement. Throws
are long, rubbery, and high effort and drew
universal criticism. Even the GTO’s
staunchest advocate here conceded that the
shifter might be enough to keep him from
spending the extra dough for the GTO.

Worse yet were the foot pedals. In a car
that encourages and embraces delinquent
behavior, you expect the pedals to be
placed for a heel-and-toe downshift. That’s
not the case; it’s nearly impossible to brake
and blip the throttle. The brake pedal is
nearly a shoe width away from the accel-
erator. Making matters more difficult is a
hinged accelerator pedal; if you do manage
to brake and blip, the pedal swings on its
hinge instead of opening the throttle.
Luckily, the brakes don’t require much
effort as they scrub off speed easily. Stand

on them, and you can erase 70 mph in 167
feet—a sizable improvement over the 185-
foot performance of the 2004 model [C/D,
December 2003]. Since we’re down here
in the footwell, we should point out
that Pontiac’s literature promises a dead
pedal for 2005, but our test car did not have
one. The issues from down under the dash
aside, the rest of the car is frisky and
willing to satisfy.

Bend the GTO into a series of corners
that require no downshifting, and it’s easy
to be seduced. Steering is far more com-
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Powertrain Ford Pontiac
Mustang GT GTO

type SOHC 24-valve V-8 pushrod 16-valve V-8

displacement, cu in (cc) 281 (4601) 364 (5967)

power, bhp @ rpm 300 @ 5750 400 @ 6000

torque, lb-ft @ rpm 320 @ 4500 400 @ 4400

redline, rpm 6000 6500

lb per bhp 11.9 9.5

transmission 5-sp man 6-sp man

driven wheels rear rear

gear ratios:1 3.34, 2.00, 1.32, 1.00, 0.67 2.97, 2.07, 1.43, 1.00, 0.84, 0.57

axle ratio:1 3.55 3.46

mph/1000 rpm 6.6, 11.0, 16.7, 22.0, 32.8 7.2, 10.3, 15.0, 21.4, 25.5, 37.6

0–60 mph 5.1 4.8 5.0

0–100 mph 13.0 11.7 12.4

0–130 mph 25.6 19.6 22.6
1/4-mile @ mph 13.8 @ 103 13.3 @ 107 13.6 @ 105

rolling 5–60 mph 5.6 5.1 5.4

30–50 mph 9.8 9.6 9.7

50–70 mph 9.6 9.2 9.4

top speed, mph 147 (drag limited) 158 (governor limited) 153

idle 55 54 55

full-throttle 83 81 82

70-mph cruise 3737 73

EPA city 17 15 (C/D est) 16

EPA highway 25 27 (C/D est) 26

C/D 400-mile trip 16 14 15

Best in test. Test Avg
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Pontiac GTO
Highs: 400 horsepower, 
M3-grade acceleration, refined 
interior, playful chassis.

Lows: High-effort shifter, hopeless pedals, 
bland styling, costs more than 30K. 

The Verdict: A fast and refined player that
doesn’t inspire coveting or lust.
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