
Second Place
Subaru Impreza WRX STi

As noted, the ’05 WRX STi (for Subaru
Tecnica International, Subie’s motorsports
arm) seems at a glance to be a carbon copy
of the ’04 edition. Then you look inside
and find a new dashboard, new door
panels, new “high friction” seat inserts
conceived to keep the driver and front pas-
senger planted, and a new standard 140-
watt audio system that includes a six-CD
in-dash changer. If you wanted tunes in
your ’04 STi, it cost extra.

The STi already held the edge in inte-
rior materials, and the upgrades make it
look distinctly more upscale than the low-
grade plastics and hard-to-scan instru-
ments in the Evo. Although both cars are
clad with cloth, rather than leather, the
Subie’s interior looks more like what you’d
expect of a car in the mid-$30,000 range.

Other upgrades in the Subaru are more
subtle. There’s a new limited-slip diff up
front, new shrouding to clean up airflow
beneath the car, aluminum lateral suspen-

sion links at the rear, a quicker steering
ratio, wider wheels (8.0 inches versus 7.5),
and a wider—by 0.4 inch—rear track. 

Something that didn’t change is engine
output. At max boost—14.5 psi—the
Subaru’s turbocharged and intercooled
2.5-liter flat-four cranks out 300 horse-
power at 6000 rpm and 300 pound-feet of
torque at 4000. That torque peak is 500
rpm higher than the Evo’s (not to mention
stouter by 14 pound-feet), but the curve is
fat and flat, yielding plenty of thrust across
a broader band than the Mitsu’s 2.0-liter
four. Although it doesn’t show in the accel-
eration times (the Evo was quicker by 0.1
second to 60 and by 0.5 to 100 mph, a
marked difference from that first shootout,
where the Subie was swifter), the Subaru
delivers distinctly better punch coming off
corners, once the car is pointed straight. A
key point to which we’ll return.

The bottom line is an engine that pro-
vides more thrust with less rowing through
the six-speed manual gearbox and less
waiting for turbo boost to assert itself.
Although rowing the six speeds in either

of these cars is far from tedious, thanks to
positive engagements, particularly in the
WRX, there are times when the driver
wants to tramp on the gas and have some-
thing happen immediately. The STi is good
at this. Moreover, it feels good, delivering
that heady sense of massive hydraulic
thrust that goes with a powerful turbo
engine.

Nevertheless, we still rank the STi a
notch behind the Evo, despite the updates,
despite an outstanding all-wheel-drive
system, despite increased traction. If you
want to pin the tail on the donkey, in a
word the culprit is understeer. The 8.0-by-
17-inch wheels give the ’05 STi a little
more grip than the one we tested in ’03:
0.92 lateral g on the skidpad versus 0.90
(the 225/45-17 Bridgestone Potenza
RE070s are the same size, but wider
wheels equal better sidewall support). That
alone might lead you to expect better per-
formance during quick directional
changes. It certainly didn’t hurt the
Subaru’s braking numbers—157 feet from
70 mph, identical with the Evo’s perform-

Vehicle Mitsubishi Subaru
Lancer Evolution MR Impreza WRX STi

base price/ $36,074/ $32,870/
price as tested $36,074 $33,808

length 178.5 173.8
width 69.7 68.5
height 57.1 56.3

wheelbase 103.3 100.0
track, front/rear 59.6/59.6 58.7/58.9
weight, pounds 3289 3308

weight distribution,
% front/rear 60.7/39.3 58.2/41.8

fuel tank, gallons 14.0 15.9
recommended
octane rating 91 91

front 54 51

rear 41 37

trunk 10 11

Best in test.
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