
Third Place
Mercedes-Benz C55 AMG

Judging by the new hot rods they seem
to create about every 13.7 days, the guys
at AMG must not require any sleep. The
Mercedes-Benz high-performance divi-
sion adds hot sauce to almost every vehicle
in the company’s lineup, and the C55 is
just the latest in an ongoing series. But we
don’t mean to sound blasé. No, no.
Replacing the C32, the C55 brings eight-
cylinder power to the current-gen C-class,
featuring a 5.4-liter, 24-valve V-8 in place
of the C32’s 3.2-liter supercharged and
intercooled V-6.

That works out to a little more horse-
power—362 versus the 3.2’s 349—and a
lot more torque—376 pound-feet versus
332. More grunt, allied with a slight reduc-
tion in mass—at 3588 pounds, the C55
was 63 pounds lighter than last year’s C32,
and by far the lightest car in this test
group—inevitably gets the pilot from zero

to ohmigawd in less time. The super-
charged C32 ran to 60 mph in 5.2 seconds
and turned the quarter-mile in 13.6 sec-
onds at 106 mph. The C55 hit 60 in just
4.7 seconds and covered the quarter in 13.3
at 108 mph, figures that would have been
best in test last time around and were neck
and neck with the more powerful Caddy
in this three-ring circus. The Benz was
quickest to 60 and 100 mph, and it was
only at higher speeds that the Cadillac’s
Corvette engine really asserted itself.

This made us wonder, as usual, what
the C55 might have achieved had it been
equipped with a manual transmission
instead of a five-speed automatic, but since
the automatic continues to be the only
gearbox offered, we’ll never know. On the
other hand, the manumatic function of this
particular automatic was better than others
we’ve encountered from the same
source—more responsive to driver com-
mands and less inclined to upshift on its
own initiative. 
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Vehicle Audi Cadillac Mercedes
S4 Quattro CTS-V C55 AMG

base price/ $48,270/ $51,295/ $55,920/
price as tested $51,370 $51,295 $60,020

length 179.0 191.5 181.5
width 69.5 70.6 68.0
height 56.2 57.3 55.6

wheelbase 104.3 113.4 106.9
track, front/rear 60.2/60.1 61.1/61.4 59.3/58.0
weight, pounds 3837 3907 3588

weight distribution,
% front/rear 61.9/38.1 54.9/45.1 56.2/43.8

fuel tank, gallons 17.4 17.5 16.4
recommended
octane rating 91 91 91

front 49 54 50
rear 39 44 39

trunk 13 13 12

Best in test.
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Mercedes-Benz 
C55 AMG

Highs: Understated good looks,
abundant power, best Benz
manumatic we’ve encountered. 

Lows: Fork-lift steering effort 
at freeway speeds, harsh ride on
lumpy pavement, still needs a
manual-gearbox option.

The Verdict: An outlaw in 
a Hugo Boss suit.
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