
First Place
Audi S4 Quattro

A racetrack is the ideal environment for
establishing a car’s absolute limits. It elim-
inates potentially problematic encounters
with civilian traffic and/or lame explana-
tions to law-enforcement types. But it
would be a mistake to base a verdict solely
on a car’s track performance.

The S4 makes an excellent case in
point on this score. Although it posted the
second-best lap time (1:20.60, 89.3 mph),
it was achieved at the expense of severe

punishment to the left-front tire and one
hair-raising 120-mph off-track experience
at Nelson’s famous kink, a right-hand turn
that can be taken flat-out in some cars,
and in others not. The Audi was one of
the nots, as your narrator learned in a
lengthy slide for life that was a conse-
quence of overconfidence and no fault of
the Audi. 

Like most all-wheel-drive cars on dry
pavement, the S4’s defining dynamic trait
is understeer. In addition to the limits
imposed by all-wheel drive, the S4 is held
back by a hefty curb weight—3837

pounds, just 70 pounds less than the much
bigger Cadillac—and a pronounced for-
ward weight bias: 61.9 percent of the mass
is on the front wheels. 

In addition to retarding progress around
a road circuit, the S4’s mass also held it
back in straight-ahead sprints. The will-
ingness of the Audi’s 4.2-liter aluminum
V-8 is a treat, but at 340 horsepower and
302 pound-feet of torque, it yields the least
advantageous power-to-weight ratio in this
group, which adds up to the slowest accel-
eration times: 0-to-60 in 5.1 seconds and
the quarter-mile in 13.7 seconds at 102
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Results Audi Cadillac Mercedes
S4 Quattro CTS-V C55 AMG

driver comfort (10) 10 8 9
front-seat space* (10) 7 10 8

ergonomics (10) 9 8 9
rear-seat comfort (5) 3 3 3
rear-seat space* (5) 4 5 4

trunk space* (5) 5 5 4
features/amenities* (10) 10 7 10

fit and finish (10) 10 8 9
styling (10) 9 8 10

value (10) 9 9 7
total (85) 76 71 73

engine output* (10) 7 10 9
performance* (10) 7 10 10

throttle response (10) 8 10 9
engine NVH (10) 9 7 9

transmission (10) 9 7 8
total (50) 40 44 45

performance* (10) 7 10 9
steering feel (10) 9 8 7

brake feel (10) 8 9 8
handling (10) 9 9 8

ride (10) 9 8 8
total (50) 42 44 40

gotta-have-it factor (25) 22 20 22
fun to drive (25) 24 22 20

grand total (235) 204 201 200
finishing order 1 2 3

*These objective scores are calculated from the vehicles’ dimensions, capacities, 
and/or test results. Best in test.
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Audi S4 Quattro
Highs: V-8 audio, V-8 
flexibility, world-class shifting,

unswervingly user-friendly, all-day 
comfort.

Lows: Quirky exterior styling details,
heft-to-size ratio needs work, snug back
seat, no nav system for $50,000 price.

The Verdict: Just your humble little
everyday Olympic gold medalist.
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