
There was more to like than just
straight-ahead urgency. Although none of
these four-door marauders is guilty of
excessive exterior embellishment, the C55
got high marks for its clean wedge shape
and restrained AMG trim. One test driver
thought the mesh of the lower grille looked
like “something from a garage sale in
Stuttgart,” but the Benz was the styling
champ, and its battleship-gray paint job
was appreciated by those who value stealth

in cars of this potential (clue: us). 
The generally high level of apprecia-

tion continues within. The simple, well-
placed controls are familiar, the sloping
hood and the low cowl allow excellent for-
ward sightlines, the V-8 infuses the inte-
rior with a seductive growl when the driver
dials up haste, and the nicely bolstered
leather seats keep driver and front-seat pas-
senger firmly anchored when the road gets
kinky.

So why is this improved C-rod third of
three? Quick though it is, the C55 wound
up with a number of debits on its dynamic
score sheet. Ride quality came in for con-
siderable carping. The C32 fared well in
this department, but that test was con-
ducted on smooth Arizona highways, in
contrast to the frost-fractured pavement of
the heartland, where impact harshness on
sharp bumps was high.

You might expect this stiff ride quality
to equate with crisp racetrack handling, but
that was not the case. There was a sur-
prising amount of up-and-down motion in
the suspension, accompanied by relentless
understeer, which was aggravated by high
steering effort at almost any speed. Mer-
cedes seems to be making the old GM mis-
take of confusing effort with feel, and in
this case it has created an exaggerated
sense of mass, even though the Benz was
the lightest car in the group. 

Even with the ESP switched off, the
C55’s stability system still asserts itself to
some degree, contributing to understeer. (It
can be totally deactivated, but this is
intended for dyno testing.) We also noted
a deterioration in the Benz’s braking
prowess during lapping at Nelson Ledges.
Although the C55 posted the shortest stop-
ping distance in our instrumented testing—
a commendable 165 feet from 70 mph—
the pedal quickly became spongy on the
track, even though Nelson Ledges isn’t
particularly hard on brakes. Spongy brakes
will certainly stimulate the old adrenal
gland, but that’s not our idea of a desirable
way to get the adrenaline flowing.

The upshot of the foregoing was the
slowest lap times at the racetrack—a best
of 1:21.12, or 88.8 mph—and third-of-
three scores for steering feel, handling, and
fun to drive. And with the highest prices
in the trio—base and as-tested—it also
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Powertrain Audi Cadillac Mercedes-Benz
S4 Quattro CTS-V C55 AMG

type DOHC 40-valve V-8 pushrod 16-valve V-8 SOHC 24-valve V-8

displacement, cu in (cc) 254 (4163) 346 (5665) 332 (5439)

power, bhp @ rpm 340 @ 7000 400 @ 6000 362 @ 5750

torque, lb-ft @ rpm 302 @ 3500 395 @ 4800 376 @ 4000

redline, rpm 7 00560056000

lb per bhp 11.3 9.8 9.9

transmission 6-sp man 6-sp man 5-sp auto

driven wheels raerraerlla

gear ratios:1 3.67, 2.05, 1.46, 2.97, 2.07, 1.43, 3.59, 2.19, 1.41, 
1.13, 0.92, 0.78 1.00, 0.84, 0.56 1.00, 0.83

axle ratio:1 60.337.398.3

mph/1000 rpm 5.1, 9.2, 12.9, 16.6, 20.4, 24.1 7.0, 10.1, 14.6, 20.8, 24.8, 37.2 6.4, 10.5, 16.4, 23.1, 27.8

0—60 mph 8.41.5 4.7 4.9

0–100 mph 13.2 11.4 11.3 12.0

0–120 mph 19.5 16.0 16.7 17.4
1/4-mile @ mph 13.7 @ 102 13.2 @ 109 13.3 @ 108 13.4 @ 106

rolling 5–60 mph 5.51.6 4.9 5.5

30–50 mph 12.7 0.7 2.5 6.8

50–70 mph 1.019.6 3.2 6.7

top speed, mph 160 (gov ltd) 161 (redline ltd) 155 (gov ltd) 159

idle 848484 48

full-throttle 75 8728 78

70-mph cruise 70 1717 71

EPA city 5141 16 15

EPA highway 20 23 22 22

C/D 600-mile trip 3151 16 15
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