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2004–06 DODGE RAM SRT10
MORE FUN THAN A MOONSHINER’S HOUSE PARTY.

FEAR FACTOR
Perhaps you’ve noticed that 
gas is no longer the price of 
rainwater, and you’ll be lucky to 
squeeze 10 miles from a gallon of 
it. Figure $150 for an oil change 
(10 quarts of Mobil 1 synthetic). 
To have a dealer replace the 
brake pads and turn the rotors 
is about $450 per axle. Add 
another $300 per end for new 
rotors.

OPERATING COSTS:
$  $ $ $  $

CURB APPEAL:
★  ★  ★  ★  ★
FUN TO DRIVE:
★  ★  ★  ★  ★

2005 DODGE RAM SRT10
VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, 
rear-wheel-drive, 2-passenger, 
2-door truck 

BASE PRICE (2004): $45,795

ENGINE: pushrod 20-valve 8.3-liter 
V-10, 500 hp, 525 lb-ft

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed manual

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 120.5 in 
Length: 211.6 in Width: 79.9 in 
Height: 74.4 in Curb weight: 5139 lb

C/D TEST RESULTS 
(FEBRUARY 2004):
Zero to 60 mph . . . . . . . . . . 4.9 sec
Zero to 100 mph . . . . . . . . 11.9 sec
Zero to 130 mph  . . . . . . . . 22.6 sec
Street start, 5–60 mph . . . . 5.7 sec
Standing 
     ¼-mile . . . . 13.6 sec @ 105 mph
Top speed (drag limited) . . .153 mph
Braking, 70–0 mph . . . . . . . . 184 ft
Roadholding, 
     300-ft-dia skidpad . . . . . . 0.86 g

FUEL ECONOMY (CURRENT):
EPA city/
     highway driving . . . . . 9/14 mpg

Is it safe to assume that 
car owners who lend 

auto writers their personal 
vehicles to hammer mercilessly 
on a track probably don’t 
coddle their cars themselves? 
While swapping stories one 
night at dinner, we asked 
Daniel Palacino, owner of the 
Ram SRT10 shown here, how 
far he’d seen the needle on his 
speedometer go.

“About a buck and a 
quarter,” he deadpanned, 
quickly adding, “I’ve got plenty 
of other cars to screw around 
in—this is my work truck.”

We laughed, but Palacino 
was serious. He’s a carpenter. 
A year ago, he walked into a 
Dodge dealership planning to 
buy a four-door four-wheel-
drive Hemi-powered Ram 
to haul lumber and tow his 
trailer but left driving an SRT10 
pickup with 13,000 miles on 
it, for which he’d paid $27,700. 
He’s put on another 30,000 
miles since then, most while 
hauling tools and lumber, 

many pulling a trailer (though 
Dodge says not to tow with the 
SRT10), and more than a few 
with the throttle mashed flat 
and an opponent screaming to 
redline in the adjacent lane.

Despite its working life, this 
2005 truck feels remarkably 
solid. The interior is clean and 
well preserved, and the heavily 
bolstered XXL Viper seats are 
still firm and supportive. The 
bed is a mess from the truck’s 
daily labors, but the sheetmetal 
is unblemished.

Palacino’s only problem was 
a failed clutch slave cylinder at 
20,000 miles that was covered 
under warranty. No one writing 
on Internet forums reported 
this problem, and none of the 
three dealers we spoke with 
had encountered it before. 

As much as a lumberyard 
may not be the natural habitat 
of this 500-hp exotic Ram, 
neither is a racetrack. It’s fast in 
a straight line—we recorded 0 
to 60 mph in 4.9 seconds and 
the quarter-mile in 13.6 at 105 

mph in our original test—but 
the clutch travels more than 
LeBron, and the shifts are 
weeks long. The shifter and 
knob could stand in for the bat 
and ball at a Thursday night 
softball league. The brakes 
were grabby at first but went 
soft on us after about 15 laps, 
likely due to the Ram’s 5100-
pound curb weight. 

The steering is twitchy, but 
the SRT10 moves surprisingly 
well for its size. It defaults 
to mild understeer in hard 
cornering, but poke the gas a 
little and the Ram sashays into 
nicely controllable oversteer. 
From such a high throne, it 
feels like you’re riding a slightly 
sedated rodeo bull. 

Our first encounter with 
the Viper-hearted Ram 
polarized our office the way 
only something this utterly 
bizarre could, but this time the 
logbook was filled with nothing 
but praise. Despite being so 
out of place on a road course, 
the SRT10 won us over with its 
sheer ridiculousness, straight-
line prowess, and the glorious 
trumpet of the big V-10. It’s 
the automotive equivalent of 
being at your hillbilly cousin’s 
wedding when you give a 
hearty rebel yell and join in 
the square dance. You know 

“The shift lever, which is roughly the size of the late John Holmes’s . . . 
[You’ve been warned, Yates—Ed.], rattles under hard acceleration like 

a porn star’s vibrator.” —BROCK YATES, FEBRUARY 2004

“Fuel mileage? With high-test still less than $2 per gallon and 
OPEC on the ropes, who the hell cares?” —BROCK YATES, IBID.

QUOTES FROM THE PAST: THE RAM SRT10

it’s ridiculous and you feel a 
bit foolish, but it’s shameless, 
giddy fun all the same.

In our original road test, 
John Phillips wrote: “I’m willing 
to accept the concept of a 
153-mph hot-rod truck the 
day I see it carrying a load 
of drywall to a job site, you 
know?” 

The time has come, John.
—Jared Gall

MOST FUN FOR $25K


