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feel as it moves over its rather longish, by today’s reckoning, travel.
And the shifting action is slow because engine revs are lazy about
dropping when you ease off the gas. It doesn’t take much to spoil
the magic.

With only 170 horsepower—the others are all rated at 200 or
more—acceleration is a weak point. Zero-to-60 takes 8.1 seconds,
0.6 behind the third-quickest Acura. With only 1781cc, having the
boost up is essential to making torque. Below 1200 rpm, nobody’s
home. Competing in traffic means keeping the revs up and
working the lever. Fine. But those are not pleasing attributes of
this car. The result is a fun-to-drive rating clearly behind the others.

Fuel economy is the consolation prize, with a second-best 30
mpg in our impromptu metro loop. It was a summer Friday in Ann
Arbor, traffic was light, and we drove as if we were paying for the
gas. So the Audi beat its EPA city rating of 22. Over our whole
800-mile test run, the Audi and the Acura tied at 25 mpg.

The sport suspenders reminded us of their presence over every
bump. The 40-series tires don’t forgive much, either—they report
with a loud kawop! over interstate expansion strips. 

Road grip topped the chart at 0.85 g on the skidpad in a tie

with the Volvo (the other car with summer
tires). The tires have a trusty stiffness when
you lean on them in the curves. They turn
in precisely and on cue. They want to work
with you even as they’re beating you up
over the bumps.

The A4 earned its best marks from us
in the category of cockpit ergonomics,
where it tied with the Acura. This car has
always been a great fit for the driver. Not
so the space for rear-seat occupants, how-
ever. The seat is narrow back there, with
deep contours in the backrest for lateral
restraint. In the inadvisable case of three
across, the center guy had better be short
and very narrow. 

We started this epic with the acceptance
of a reality—you can’t buy a fun BMW for
30 large anymore. Now this news: The
same applies to Audi.

Third Place 
Subaru Legacy 2.5GT Limited
Eyes are still wide in the enthusiast

community following the news that we can
order 250 horsepower in a Legacy, the big
Subie, the adult four-door. That inks this
roomy sedan on more gotta-have-it lists.

The power awaiting your toe is indeed
fun. The turbo spools up right now. First
gear is short and quick. Traction from all-
wheel drive is nearly infinite. This weenie-
looking box will scratch across the inter-
section ahead of all the overdogs, not that
we’re inclined to such contests. Still, there
are times when another lane needs to be
yours, and this is a four-door that will
pounce on it. There is no external indica-
tion to awaken defenders, either, unless
they happen to know that the 2.5GT logos
attend the optional engine.

Subaru engineers elicit the go power by
the simple expedient of turbocharging the
obedient little 2.5-liter until its eyes bulge,
to 13.5 psi of boost. Not surprisingly, the
driver feels that “nothing, nothing, then
hang on” response common with turbo
engines, but the switchover point comes at

Vehicle Acura Audi Subaru Volvo
TSX A4 1.8T Legacy 2.5GT S40 T5

base price/ $27,035/ $26,270/ $26,570/ $26,475/
price as tested $29,035 $31,220 $29,070 $29,395*

length 183.3 179.0 186.2 175.9
width 69.4 69.5 68.1 69.7
height 57.3 56.2 56.1 57.2

wheelbase 105.1 104.3 105.1 103.9
track, front/rear 59.6/59.6 60.2/60.1 58.9/58.5 60.8/60.8
weight, pounds 3246 3420 3402 3297

weight distribution,
% front/rear 59.9/40.1 58.4/41.6 56.7/43.3 60.0/40.0

fuel tank, gallons 17.1 18.5 16.9 15.9
recommended
octane rating 91 91 91 91

front 51 49 55 52
rear 39 39 39 40

trunk 13 13 11 16

*Estimated. Our Euro-spec S40 was equipped with options not available in the U.S.
Best in test.
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