
The shifter is accurate but uninspired. The
engine, never mind its inherent balance,
makes noticeable shakes and Subaru
thrumming noises.

Still, things do advance. The new
Legacy dash cluster is simply a dark glass
space when power is off. The gauge dis-
play is a fully electroluminescent LED, the
same wondrous technology first seen on
the Lexus LS of 15 years ago. It’s sharp
and perfectly legible, and it wisely spares
us the agony of designers trying too hard—
they quit while they still had the look of
dials. Real car flavor, in other words.

With major horsepower to go and dials
to watch, who needs more? 

Second Place 
Volvo S40 T5

Like the Legacy 2.5GT, this is a highly
turbocharged car with a lot of power under
your foot—more, in fact, than it would
seem at first. Volvo claims max torque at
only 1500 rpm, a healthy 236 pound-feet.
Sounds like a stump-pulling truck motor.
But the turbo gives a different personality.
You have to wait an eye blink for your
thrust to build. Point and—one-thousand-
one, one-thousand-two—shoot!

Hey, when the shot breaks, this Volvo
gathers itself and heads for the horizon.
Your best indication of that, looking at the
test numbers, is the exceptionally high
quarter-mile speed, 97 mph in 15.0 sec-
onds. Once you get into an upper gear and
can hold down the pedal for a while to
maintain boost, speed comes quickly, more
so than in the others. The S40 was quickest
to 120 mph, also quickest in the rolling 5-
to-60 acceleration and the 30-to-50.
Turbos aren’t awake yet when you give
that initial dip of the pedal. It’s their nature.
Love it, or choose something else.

The big torque of this five is a lot to put
through front drive: torque steer, you
remember. This new S40 zigs some when
the hammer goes down in first gear, but
it’s surprisingly not bad. Launching from
rest in normal driving, however, is tricky.
Of the four cars, our drivers repeatedly
stalled only one—this one.

If a new car must look like every Volvo
has been trying to look since the S80 was
hatched, we think this one does it really
well. The dash draws raves for it style, par-
ticularly the smooth-metal center stack that
rises from the console to house the HVAC

Powertrain Acura Audi Subaru Volvo
TSX A4 1.8T Legacy 2.5GT S40 T5

type DOHC turbocharged and turbocharged and turbocharged and
16-valve inline-4 intercooled DOHC intercooled DOHC intercooled DOHC 

20-valve inline-4 16-valve flat-4 20-valve inline-5

displacement, cu in (cc) 144 (2354) 109 (1781) 150 (2457) 154 (2521)

power, bhp @ rpm 200 @ 6800 170 @ 5900 250 @ 6000 218 @ 5000

torque, lb-ft @ rpm 166 @ 4500 166 @ 1950 250 @ 3600 236 @ 1500

redline, rpm 7100 6500 6500 6600

lb per bhp 16.2 20.1 13.6 15.1

transmission 6-sp man 5-sp man 5-sp man 6-sp man

driven wheels front front all front

gear ratios:1 3.27, 1.88, 1.36, 3.78, 2.18, 1.43, 3.17, 1.88, 1.30, 3.39, 1.91, 1.27, 
1.03, 0.83, 0.66 1.09, 0.86 0.97, 0.74 0.95, 0.78, 0.65

axle ratio:1 4.70 3.70 4.11 3.77

mph/1000 rpm 4.8, 8.3, 11.5, 15.2, 5.2, 9.1, 13.8, 18.1, 5.5, 9.2, 13.3, 17.8, 5.7, 10.1, 15.2, 20.3, 
18.9, 23.7 22.8 23.4 24.7, 29.6

0—60 mph 7.5 8.1 5.7 6.7 7.0

0–100 mph 19.9 23.7 16.0 16.6 19.1

0–120 mph 33.7 40.2 26.2 25.7 31.5
1/4-mile @ mph 15.7 @ 90 16.2 @ 87 14.2 @ 96 15.0 @ 97 15.3 @ 93

rolling 5–60 mph 7.9 9.4 7.6 7.1 8.0

30–50 mph 10.6 11.6 10.8 9.9 10.7

50–70 mph 10.3 9.3 8.1 8.7 9.1

top speed, mph 136 131 (governed) 136 (governed) 149 138

idle 40 45 40 42 42

full-throttle 74 75 73 75 74

70-mph cruise 69 69 70 70 70

EPA city 21 22 19 22 21

EPA highway 29 31 25 31 29

C/D 800-mile trip 25 25 22 27 25

Best in test. Test Avg
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Chassis Acura Audi Subaru Volvo
TSX A4 1.8T Legacy 2.5GT S40 T5

front control arms, coil multilink, coil control arms, coil control arms, coil 
suspension springs, anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar

rear multilink, coil multilink, coil multilink, coil multilink, coil 
suspension springs, anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar

front brakes vented disc vented disc vented disc vented disc

rear brakes disc disc vented disc disc

anti-lock control yes yes yes yes

stability control yes yes no yes

tires Michelin Pilot Continental Bridgestone Continental
HX MXM4 M+S, SportContact 2, Potenza RE92 M+S, SportContact 2,
P215/50R-17 93V 235/40ZR-18 95Y 215/45ZR-17 89H 205/50R-17 93W

braking, 
70–0, feet 194 180 196 166 184

roadholding,
300-foot

skidpad, g 0.83 0.85 0.81 0.85 0.84

lane change, 
mph 62.3 61.2 61.5 60.3* 61.3

*The Volvo’s stability control can’t be disabled, which slowed the S40 in the lane change. Best in test. Test Avg
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