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2001–04 CHEVROLET
CORVETTE Z06
POWER FOR THE PEOPLE.

In the speed-per-
dollar column, the Z06 

dominates, just as it did when 
new. A 2002 model such 
as the one we rounded up 
here ran 0 to 60 mph in four 
seconds flat and hit 100 in 
less than 10 seconds. Mark 
Benson’s car felt every ounce 
as strong as the original.

“Spectacular,” one of our 
test crew wrote. “This car still
feels tight and very strong.” 
We all marveled at how new 
this car felt—with just 21,000 
miles, it was almost new. Still, 
we have found that if a car 
is going to develop a severe 
case of the rattles, it usually 
happens during the first 20 
grand on the odometer. This 
car was simply shake-free. We 
also couldn’t find a blemish on 
it. The only problem—and this 
is an uncommon one—was a 
passenger-side window that 
wouldn’t go down.

All the things we salute in 
a Corvette were present. For 
starters, the 405-hp, 5.7-liter 
V-8 is impressively flexible. 
It supplies snappy throttle 
response just off idle yet still 

pulls like mad to 6500 rpm. 
The shifter in this example is 
particularly light and direct, 
better than we remembered. 
The chassis delivers a good 
ride and loads of grip and is so 
predictable that the car can be 
driven in hooligan mode—the 
tail sliding out—or smooth and 
tidy. Finally, the Z06 has great 
brakes and a firm pedal. 

On the other hand, all 
the things we’ve never liked 
about the Corvette also were 
present. The flimsy seats still 
feel woefully inadequate, and 
the plain, black plastic dash 
reminded us how far the latest 
Corvette interior has come. 
Those are minor quibbles, 
though, and shouldn’t 
detract from a relatively easy 
ownership experience. 

“In terms of maintenance 
and reliability, Z06s aren’t 
much different than a 
Malibu,” says Jason Haines 
of the Corvette tuning house 
Lingenfelter Performance 
Engineering. The engines are 
bulletproof, and most of the 
running gear is robust. As 
always, potential owners need 

to watch out for excessive 
abuse. If the transmission is 
hard to get in gear, or if it pops 
out of gear under acceleration, 
a repair bill of several grand 
soon follows. Inspect the 
lower front air dam because 
it ducts air into the radiator: 
If it’s damaged, the engine 
may have overheated. Another 
potential trouble spot is the 
battery—if it ever leaks, the 
acid usually eats the engine’s 
computer. Benson has had 
just one problem: A faulty 
body-control module (which 
performs a variety of functions 
including traction control) cost 
him $600 to replace. 

The Z06 seems to goad 
many owners into taking part 
in track days—once that bug 
hits, owners learn that going 
fast can cost money. Brake 
rotors are affordable at about 
$100 each, but a set of pads 
runs twice that. And tires are 
very pricey: Four of the original 
Goodyears run more than a 
grand. At least owners are less 
likely to crash their cherished 
Z06s if they can remember 
to use the excellent stability-
control system, standard on all 
of them. The first-year models 
are usually a good bit cheaper 
because they had 20 fewer 
horsepower (385) than the 
’02–04 models. But either way, 
it’s a helluva way to go fast on 
the cheap.

—Larry Webster

2002 CHEVROLET 
CORVETTE Z06
VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, 
rear-wheel-drive, 2-passenger, 
2-door coupe 

BASE PRICE (2001): $50,844

ENGINE: pushrod 16-valve 5.7-liter 
V-8, 405 hp, 400 lb-ft

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed manual 

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 104.5 in 
Length: 179.7 in Width: 73.6 in 
Height: 47.7 in Curb weight: 3181 lb

C/D TEST RESULTS 
(DECEMBER 2001):
Zero to 60 mph . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 sec
Zero to 100 mph . . . . . . . . . 9.2 sec
Zero to 130 mph  . . . . . . . . 15.8 sec
Street start, 5–60 mph . . . . 4.7 sec
Standing 
     ¼-mile . . . . .12.4 sec @ 116 mph
Top speed 
     (redline limited) . . . . . . . 168 mph
Braking, 70–0 mph . . . . . . . . 160 ft
Roadholding, 
     300-ft-dia skidpad . . . . . . 0.96 g

FUEL ECONOMY (CURRENT):
EPA city/
     highway driving . . . . 17/26 mpg

FEAR FACTOR
It’s ridiculously easy to demolish 
the rubber on the rear tires, and 
each one runs $340. If the rear-
mounted transaxle develops a 
leak, expect a $1500 repair bill. 
If the electric motors that raise 
the headlights stop working, it 
will cost $320 for each.

OPERATING COSTS:
$  $  $  $  $

CURB APPEAL:
★  ★  ★  ★  ★
FUN TO DRIVE:
★  ★  ★  ★  ★

“Just try to match this car’s visceral rush for the same money. 
No [expletive deleted] way.”  —TONY SWAN, AUGUST 2000

“There’s more performance available than anyone but the gifted or 
highly skilled can take advantage of, yet the Z06 is still comfortable 
and quiet enough that your guest won’t require bribes to ride along.”  

—LARRY WEBSTER, DECEMBER 2001

QUOTES FROM THE PAST: THE Z06
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