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Dukerout
ln Detrolt

lmagine Ford and GheuY,

side by side, throttles wide open.

This ain't fiction.
BY PATRICK BEDARD

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON KILEY
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"-' ;j ,rhozzat huff-and-pulfer with the

ir-=T. . electric hair? You know. the guy

ti t{ who matches up fighters in those

hyped-to-heaven slugfests. Yeah, that's

him-Don King.
Well. we've out-Don King'd the

man himself on this one, ginned uP a

face-off that makes the Thritla in

Manila seem like l4 rounds of patty-

cake. Forget Marquess of Queensbenl
lules. We're going back to bare

knuckles. Such a free-for-all. in the car

culrure, is called "rLrn whutcha brung"'
No tech inspeclions. no EPA sniffers.

no excuses. Just unload 'em and let it

happen. This is about bragging rights.

and corporale honor. Get ready for the

Duke-out in Derroit!
lt's FORD vs. CHEVY.
Somebody's gonna get an ear bitten

off before this thing is over.
ln the challenger's comer. hold-

ing the towel for the Mustang. and

representine the bazillion stock-

holders of the Ford Motor
Company. is John "The QuiP'
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wide) in 1969 and 1970 to meet
NASCAR's homologation requirement.
Boss 429 it was called, the overdog of its
day. Hmm, Coletti schemed, why notbuild
a brand-new Boss 429 and sic it on that
Camaro?

Fast forward to October 1999. After
several years ofprovocation from Coletti
and "maybes" from Moss, the match is
finally on. It'll go two rounds: one on a

drag strip, one on a road course. These are

street cars, at least in concept, so they'll
wear what look like mufflers. and we'll
pretend they're quiet enough. Racing gaso-

line will be the fuel. As for tires: whatever
fits within the stock-appearing body con-
tours.

On the day before round one, we visit
the fighters in their respective gyms. Jon
Moss has been promoted; now he's man-
ager of a combined Special Vehicles oper-
ation for all GM divisions. He, the ZL-l
Camaro, and at least 100 other remarkable
cars, await us in a well-lighted industrial
building not far from GM's Tech Center
in Warren, Michigan.

We see the Olds Recon, a concept
soorl-ute new for last season's Detroit auto
show. We see the Astro II and the Astro-
Vette, concept Corvettes from 1968 and
1978. We see the Buick Riviera convefi-
ible that paced the 1983 Indy 500 and the
1949 Olds convert that paced the same
race 50 years ago. While Moss shows us

the Chevy van built for Tim Allen's lool
TimeTY show, a mechanic in a far-off ser-
vice bay lights off the overdog. It fills the
cavemous building with thunder-fierce
combustion pulses hammering their way
down exhaust pipes the size of rain gut-
ters-and with the heavy rattle of a three-
disc clutch lightened of all damping
springs. It's a pagan noise, the racket of a
machine that doesn't care what anyone
thinks.

Moss, now 58, is an old-time engineer
from the days when the technical culture
demanded that you check your emotions
at the door on the way in. Do the math, do
the testins. and the truth will be revealed.

But let your peers see that you'd fallen in
love with something, a design or a mech-
anism, and they'd doubt your judgment
forevermore. Now he's congenial to a

point, like a poker player.
The Camaro wears a fresh suit of 1999

front sheetmetal. Its engine has four huge
intake throats open to the hood scoop, a
new arrangement since the last public
showing. He explains that the old system
backfired one day and blew apart the dual-
plenum intake we'd been expecting.

On the shiny side of the hood, painted
on both sides of the scoop, are the num-
bers "572." That's cubic inches, he says.
We leave the building thinking this
Camaro should be "on the table" next time
the world superpowers hold strategic arms
reduction talks.

Across town in Dearborn, SVE holes up
in an old Montgomery Ward warehouse.
We arrive early. Coletti, a sparky 50-year-
old, says he's not, uh, dressed for the
meeting. He ducks out, and returns in a

black shirt with glowing orange embroi
dery. "The Boss is back!" it shouts.

He leads us out to the shop, to an enclo-
sure created by curtains hung to block our
view of the prototypes beyond. Circled in
the cold fluorescent light is a handful of
SVE exotica, among them the smoothly
chiseled V-12 mid-engined coupe that
posed for our January 1995 cover; the
bright-red "two-seat Indy car for the
street," curiously named Indigo; a super-
charged dual-fuel Mustang called the Super
Stallion; and, of course, the Boss. It's an
orangy red, with punchy black graphics and
a huge "BOSS" on its flanks.

"I got Larry Shinoda to do the look,"
Coletti says. The late Larry Shinoda; this
must have been one of his last design jobs.
"He did the original Boss 429. It was only
right that he help bring back the new one."

Somebody lifts the hood. Yep, it's
baack. Even the Chrysler Hemi faithful
will concede that the Boss 429 is a sexy
hunk, with valve covers contoured like Mr.
America's abs. This one has a single-
plenum intake the size of a hay bale, fed
by a mirror-polished duct curving toward
a cold-air inlet in the rieht fender.

CAR and DRIVER
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CHEVROLET
ZL.1 CAMARO

engrne

pushrod 1 0 va ve V 8, 580 cu in (9504cc)

] aluminum b ock and heads, MSD lgn t on
r system wth Speed-Pro Performance port
rfuel nlection

I

t pushrod 1 6-valve V-8, 598 cu n (9804cc),

i aur rur bo 'a^dr""o.LoroFDS
I engine-control system wlth DFI port fuel

855 bhp @ 6200 rpm/
794 lb-ft @ 52OA rpm/

7200 rpm

Ford C6 3 speed automat c/
2.47,1.47,1.00/
60, 102, 1 4A/
3.70

SAE net
power/torque/

redline

transmission/
gear ratios:1 /

maximum test speed, mph/
axle ratio:1

I G Force 5-speed manual/
| 2.86, 1.94, 1.55, 1.30, 1.00,/
i s+, zs, gs, r r 8, r 3ol

i curb i weight
I weight, I distribution,
I pounds io/otrontlrcal

770 bhp @ 6900 rpm/
683 lb-ft @ 5200 rpm/

7100 rpm

54.0/46.0

54.9/45.1

CAR and DRIVER
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slicks on the Camaro so the f-eathered
edges dig into the track; kinda like petting
the dog backward. He runs a 10.69 at
129.49, then frags the diff.

"That motor is precious to me," Coletti
says, admitting a heavy emotional invest-
ment in the Boss's comeback. But now his
fighter is down, and the ref is counting.

l

.

Moss strides up holding out a cell phone
at arm's length. Coletti puts it to his ear
for about three seconds, then says sarcas-
tically, "Susan, really great ofyou to call."
It's Mrs. Moss, twisting the knife a little.

Just after 4 p.-., somebody's phone
rings. The rocker arm has been rehabbed,
and a rare set of pushrods is on the way

from an obscure shop 100 miles away.
At 7 o'clock, the sun slides below the

horizon, taking with it all traces of Indian-
summer waffnth. Emergency surgery con-
tinues on the Boss under droplights. Some
of the broken pafts are still missing.

A few minutes past eight, the patient
awakes from the anesthetic, cold but alive.
Oslapas rumbles off into the darkness,
warming the engine, looking fol trouble.
After a half-hour, with periodic revisits to
the surgeons, he makes a partial run.

"Too dark at the far end," he repofts.
"Can we get some cars with headlights
shining on the track?" To Schroeder he
says, "Do a couple easy ones. Track's slip-
pery. It's gettin' loose on every shift."

Our man backs the booming, con-
vulsing Ford into the glue, locks the front
brakes, and does the granddaddy of all
burnouts, filling the cold night with the
smell of sacrificial rubber. The red couoe
lunges forward. slicks squalling ouer tire
blasting exhaust-lunge, LUNGE,
LUNGE-each thrust an exoloration of

31 Years of June 1983,
Mustang vs. Camaro

Namaro 128 |1.0 l\,{ustarg GT

Camaro beais Mustang

May 1985,
Having lt All
Camaro Berlilletta (V-6)

lilustang SV0

Mustang beats
Camaro

June 1987,
The Best American GT

Camaro ROC I ltlustang GI

Mustang beats Camaro

oecember 1993,
Pony Wars: Camaro

vs. Mustang
Canraro 128 l\4rstairq GT

Camaro heats Mustang

0ecember I 995,
Musclecar Triathlon
Camaro l2B SS, Mustang Cobra

Camaro beats Mustang

Pony-Gar Wars
Camaro 9. Mustang 4

tebruary 1999,
Camaro vs. Mustang.
Again.

Camao 128 fulmtang EI

Camaro beats Mustang

l

i

July 1986,
0earborn vs. Goliath

Camam lR0C l.
i/|rstallg lX (4.9 l€f)

Mustang beals
Camaro

March 1988,
The Sporty Cars

Camaro SS 3S6 lr/rstan! 2+2 Gl

Camaro beats Mustang

July 1968,
Camaro Z/28 vs.

"Tunnel Port" Mustanq
Camam Z/28

'Tunf' Port' ML]stang

Gamaro beats Mustang

August 1982,
Red Speed

Namam Z2B l/rstan! GT

Mustang beats Camaro February 1993,
War Horses

Camaro 128 lt/ustan0 Cobra

Camaro beats Mustang
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