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delectations was to have the manufacturers
supply the cars. That's where the footwork
started.

C,/D has been doing comparison tests for
a while and in every test. when we find cars
we like and cars we don't, we lay it on the
line. In a 2-car test, the second place car is
also the last-placed car and it didn't take
Ford and Chevrolet awfully long to come
to just that conclusion. Neither one wanted
to play unless they could win. There would
have to be rules or we'd end up with Mark
Donahue's Camaro and Jerry Titus'
Mustang-which wotrld be a complete
gas-but would miss the point entirely. It
would all be pretty simple: any factory in-
stalled or clealer available part would be
acceptable if it was homologated. We sug-
gested that the engines have the racing two
4-bzLrrel intake system and tuned headers
but muffiers would be used at all times. We
wanted only factory-available street tires
and we '"vanted the cars supplied with axle
ratios as close to 4.10 as possible since both
Ford and Chevrolet had homologated this
ratio. Of collrse any homologated suspen-
sion parts would be acceptable and 4-wheel
disc brakes would be a welcome addition.
We warned that we would be on the look-
out fol cheaters so the engines had better
not be bigger than the FIA 305 cubic inch
limit and the cars had better not weigh less
than the AMA registered curb weights, nor
the 28001b. Trans-Am minimum. Every-
body agreed, shook hands and went back
to neutral-and not so neutral-corners.

We had the beginning of a splendidiy
volatile mix, but we needed one thing more,
and that would be Sam Posey. Nothing
alive can withstand the magic, probing, X-

ray eyes of Sam Posey. A fierce, brave rac-
er who has startled his competitors by his
absolute fssdss3nsss-and his almost total
understanding of how a car behaves under
conditions of maximum stress, not to men-
tion his endless pointed stream of talk
about it. Yes, Sam Posey was perfect. In
awe of nothing, living everything that sep-
arates cars from transportation modules, a
driver with brio-and not aligned with any
factory team. Everything was set. The very
walls of the office quivered in anticipation.

In the succeeding days each manufactur-
er grew more and more up tight about
second-place-being-last. Nervous telephone
calls between Detroit and New York were
unending. Each was afraid the other was

going to build a trick car and put the hurt
on his innocent, honest-as-it-can-be street
car. They would supply an engineer with
their car for adjustments, for keeping ev-
eryone honest, and-to our howling dis-
appointment-to return each car to its
incubating shop in Detroit the very mo-
ment the tests were over.

The first day of testing would be at New
York National Speedway whele we would
do the technical inspection to make sure
that nobody had stufied a 427 or half-
thickness steel fenders or any other deceit-
fr.rl devices into oar cars.

When we arrived the Camaro and Mus-
tang were already parked, nose to tail, on
the strip and much to our surprise, Ford

ACCELERATION elapsed time-standing Y+ mile

CAMARO 13.77sec.

BRAKING rate in c s 80-0 panic stop

rate in G's 1.20

MUSTANG 1:08.8 sec.

HANDLING lao times=Lime Rock circuit

38 CAR and DRIVER
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Price as tested: N.A.

Price with factory options: $3719.69
(includes: GT package, radio, 4-speed trans-
mission, I im ited-sl ip differential, tu n nel port
engine)

Price of dealer-installed parts: N.A.
(includes: intake manifold and carburetors,
camshaft, distributor, special front disc
brakes, special rear disc brakes, anti-sway
bar, front springs, rear springs, exhaust
headers)

ENGIN E

Borexstroke.. .........4.0Ox3.0Oin
Displacement. .....302 cu in
Compression ratio. ... . .. .12.5 to one
Carburetion. . . . .. .. .2 x 4-bbl Hollev, 540 cfm
Power(SAE).......r.. .............NA
Torque (SAE). . .. .. .. .. .. . NA

DRIVE TRAIN
Final drive ratio .. .. .. .3.91 to one

TUNNEL PORT MUSTANG

Gear Ratio MPH/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 2.32 8.1 57 (7OOO)
il 1.54 72.L 85 (7000)
ilr 1.19 15.4 1 10 (7O0O)
f v 1.o0 7a.7 131 (70OO)

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Whee lba se.
Track. . .. . . .. .. . F: 58.O in,
Length.
width. .

Height..
Curb weight.
Weight distribution F/R. .

Fuel capacity.
Oil capacity.. .

Water ca pacity

swav bar. Koni shock absorbers
R: Rigiii axle, export rear springs, Gabriel

Adjustomatic shock absorbers

BRAKES
F:.... ... 11.4"in vented discs
R:....... 11.3-in vented discs
Sweptarea.. .....467.6sq in

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size and tvpe. . .. . . .15 x 7-in

American magndsium, 5-bolt
Tire make and size. .Goodvear F6O-15
Inflation pressures. .... ...Drag str-ip F: 27 psi,

R: 27 psi. Road course F: 36 psi, R: 26 psi

.108.0 in
R:58.O in
.183.6 in

.. .7O.9 in

...51.6in
.3282 lbs

; ) tLL Ro/^
. .16.0 gal
. . .8.0 qts
. . 15.0 qts

SUSPENSION
F: Ind., upper wishbones, single lower arms

with drag struts,39O GT coil springs and anta-

PERFORMANCE
Zero to

30 mph...
40 mbh...
5O mph...
60 mph...
70 mph
80 mph
9O mph

10O mph

Seconds
.. .. .2.2
.....3.1
.. .. .4.r
.. .. .5.4
.. .. .7.r
.... .8.6
....10.5
. .. .12.5

Standing 1/q-mile.... .13.96 sec @ 106.13 mph
80-0 mp-h panic stop. ..24a Il (O.86G)
Road course lap time.. . . . .1 :O8.8 sec

STEERING
Type. . .

Turns lock to lock
. Recirculating ball

.......3.9

Price as tested: $5440.38

Price with factory options: $3708.58
(includes: Z/28 oplion, 4'speed transmis-
sion, limited-slip differential, power disc
brakes, air-spoiler equipment, power steeF
ing, radio, custom interior)

Price of dealer-installed parts: $1731.8O
(includes:2 x 4-bbl intake system, air
cleaner and plenum assembly, rear axle
assembly with disc brakes, special front
disc brake assemblies, Koni shock absorb-
ers, exhaust headers, HD valve springs,
distributor, transistor ignition, HD clutch
and flywheel)

ENGINE
Bore x stroke... ........4.00 x 3.OO in
Displacement. .....302cuin
C^mnrassinn ralin . .... 11.O to one
Carburetion. . . . .. .. .2 x 4-bbl Hollev, 600 cfm
Power (SAE). .............NA
Torque (SAE). ............NA

DRIVE TRAIN
Finaldriveratio..... .....4.1Otoone

CAMARO Z/28
Gear Ratio MPH/1OOO rpm
| 2.2O 8.6
I r.64 11.5
tf f 7.27 1-4.9
IV 1.00 18.9

Max. test speed BRAKES
F:... . . .1 1.75-in vented discs (power-assisted)
R:. .. .. .1 1.75-in vented discs (power-assisted)

60 (7OOO
81 (7000

104 (7OOO
r32 (7OOO

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Wheelbase. 108.0 in
Track.. ....... .F:59.6 in, R:59.5 in
Length. ....184.5in
Width.. ......72.3in
Height.. .. . . .5O.9 in
Curb Weight. .......3480 lbs
Weight distribution F/R. 55.1/44.9Vo
Fuefcapaciiy.......... ......J8.Ogal
Oil capacity.. .... .....4.0 qts
Water capacity ......16,0 qts

SUSPENSION
F: Ind., unequal-length wishbones, standard

Z/28 coil springs and anti'sway bar, Koni
shock absorbers

R: Rigid axle, standard Z/28 semi-elliptic leaf
springs, Koni shock absorbers

STEERING
Tvpe......Recirculatine ball (power-assisted)
T-urns lock-to-lock. ....:. .... .. ...... .. .. .. .3.0

tubeless
Inflation pressures. . . . . . Drag strip F: 27 psi,

R: 27 psi. Road course F:47 psi, R: 38 psi.

PERFORMANCE

Zero to
30 mph.
40 mph.
50 mph.
60 mph.
70 mph.
80 mph.
90 mph

100 mph.
Standing la-mile.... .73.77 sec @,1,01.3! 11p_h
80 O mph panic stop. . .2O9 tt (l.O2G)
Road c<iurde lap time.. . .. . I :09.2 sec

Swept area..

WHEELS AND TIRES

Wheel size and type. .

stamped steel,5-bolt
Tire make and size. ..

.. .. .. .. .461.2 sq in

15 x 6.0-in

..Goodyear E7O-15,

Seconds
.. .. .2.2
.....3.1
. . .. .4-r
.. . . .5.3
.....7.O
.....8.5
. . . .10.3
. .. .72.3

40 CAR and DRIVER
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Z/28 CAMARO V. ..TUNNEL PORT'' MUSTANG

(Continued lront previous page)

we come out of every turn. The whole
track seems to have changed shape since
the first few laps. All the short straights
seem shortened dramatically-in fact they
look like they're about the length of the
hood of the car-and Posey isn't turning
in the corners anymore. No Sir, by now
he's setting up way before them. Into the
main straight. Shifts to fourth at 7000 rpm.
The speedometer is past 110 mph. On the
brakes at the 200-yard marker for The
Hook. Down to third. Power on. Sam is
sawing away at the wheel and the Camaro
is bellowing and squealing and going
around The Hook like it was on a tether.
Posey feels that he has the Camaro pretty
well sorted out so we pull into the pits to
change to the Mustang.

Almost instantly the Mustang starts to
an intense, deep-toned idle-the sound
you'd expect from an engine that knew it
could make over 400 hp from its modest
302 cubic inches and wanted to get on with
it. Posey puts on one of his enigmatic grins
and pulls out onto the track, immediately
commenting on the vastly different feel.

"This steering is something else-very
heavy. Heavier by far than a Trans-Am
car. It's even heavy in the straight. I think
the chance of doing really well in this car
may be fractionally jeopardized by the
steering. The lap times will bear close scru-
tiny."

"Close scrutiny" for God's sake. He
talks like that all the time, whether he's
leaning on a fender or grooving through
The Hook.

"This car has really excellent throttle
response, better than the Camaro. The re-
turn spring is very stifi but something hap-
pens instantly whenever you push the ped-

al. The brake feels mushy. The free play
seems to be three or four inches and then it
doesn't want to stop the car."

Posey worried about the apparent lack
of brakes so the approaches to the next few
corners.were devoted to brake testing.

"Christ Almighty, there's nothing there
at all. It's just not braking, period. I'd be
better off shifting down. That's a real dis-
appointment."

The difference in the brakes was not
coming as what you'd call a shocker of a

surprise. The day before in tests the Ca-
maro had performed brilliantly, stopping
from 80 mph in only 209 feet at 1.02G, but
try as we might, the best stop with the
Mustang was 248 feet at 0.86G. Both cars
had the racing 4-wheel disc system but
Ford Man admitted that they were having
trouble with caliper flex which gives a

spongy pedal and that these brakes were
the same as those on Trans-Am cars.

Posey's reaction to the Mustang's han-
dling was more than just favorable.

"Except for the squealing of the tires,
this car handles like a million bucks. The
Hook just doesn't present the same prob-
lem in this car as it did in the Camaro. It
I02

understeers quite a bit but it's very stable.
Although the steering effort is greater, it's
compensated for by the race suspension. or
at least it feels like race suspension, and the
racing tires. In fact, I think the tires con-
tribute a 1ot to my enjoyment of the car' I
think we have a definite mismatch here.
Ford has taken some considerable advan-
tage with these tires and it would be quite
intriguing to see what the Mustang could
do with the Camaro's tires. I think this is
proving that race tires are, in fact, better
for going fast than street tires-and we
needn't have come all the way to Lime
Rock to see that."

Back into the pits and a discourse on
driver environment in the two cars.

"Somehow, I feel more connected to
the Mustang than I do to the Camaro. I
think the seat has more lateral support. Ei-
ther that or because it's covered with vinyl
instead of cloth like the Camaro, the per-
spiration is making me stick to the damn
thing. It's a shame the prime place in front
of the driver in the Mustang instrument
panel is reserved for the clock because the
fuel and temperature gauges are hidden by
the steering wheel rim. The Mustang has a

nice big tach but it's difficult to read. The
numbers are so close together it looks more
like a speedometer and the speedometer
has a redline and the tach doesn't-which
is kind of a ftinny situation. I might have
gone up to 70 mph in first gear if I hadn't
scoped it all out first. In neithercar can I
begin to see the instruments without taking
my eyes ofi the road but it's hardest in the
Camaro."

The instrumentaiion in the Camaro was

almost nonexistent-a speedometer, fuel
gauge, a few idiot lights and an accessory
tach clamped to the steering column, In-
adequate for a high performance car and
only slightly worse than their optional in-
strument package which mounts all the
sma1l gauges on the console.

The test session in the Camaro was cut
short by preignition in one of the cylinders
which, fortunately, only melted part of the
spark plug and distorted an intake valve
rather than burning a hole in a piston as is
normally the case. Had the Camaro been

equipped with racing spark plugs it would
have been a failure that probably could
have been avoided. Even so, the Camaro
was very quick while it lasted and Posey
was surprised by his best lap time.

"Really? A l:,09.2? That would have
put us somewhere in the middle of the
Trans-Am grid here last year which is pret-
ty intriguing since it's really a street car.

"There is a tendency for the rear
wheels to lock up and the axle to tramp in
braking and when I hit the bumps in The
Hook it wants to plow straight off the road.
The engine has all kinds of torque. I've
been shifting at 6700 becattse there was no
reason to go higher.

"The shift linkage is just absolutely ter-
rible. I keep getting hung up in the reverse

crossbar whenever I try to get into second.
It's far too sensitive."

On the other hand, Posey was not at all
surprised when we told him that he got the
Mustang down to 1:08.8.

"I could have gone even faster if it
wasn't for the brakes. I have to start brak-
ing about 100 yards earlier at the end of
the straight than with the Camaro. It really
sticks in the corners, though-goes through
The Hook like a real racing car."

That only made us more badger-like in
our curiosity about the tires. They were ob-
viously wider than what Mustangs are

made for since the paint was blistered on
each side in front where the tire had been
rubbing on the inside of the fender. The
first thing we did when we got back to the
office was to call Goodyear in Akron.
"An F60-15 does not exist," was the of-
ficial answer. We explained they might not
exist, but that we had five of them. And
that, in turn, loosened up the Goodyears
some. After a lot of mumbling it came out
that the tires on the Mustang were exper-
imental, super-low profile Polyglas jobs

that had not been-and maybe never
would be-released for production. They
did say in a positive tone that they were
pretty sore at Ford for letting us see their
secret tires.

It's a damn shame to have to put either
the Mustang or the Camaro in second,
which is to say last. place. Both are easily
the most exciting machines we've ever
driven with price tags less than $10,000
and by far the best performing street cars
ever. But there is a certain inevitability
about the results of a comparison test so

the Camaro gets the nod. In acceleration,
both cars were nearly equal with the Ca-
maro slightly, but consistently, faster. It
wasn't much of a contest in the braking
test with the Camaro stopping at a rate
greater than one G. At Lime Rock the
Mustang was a marginal .winner but we
suspect that with equal tires, the Camaro
would have been pretty strong because of
its better brakes. In defense of the Mus-
tang, Posey says, "It would have a terrific
advantage in a Le Mans start from the
pizza parlor because you can't get the ign!
tion key in upside down." And there's this
to say about the Mustang too. Unlike the
Camaro, we were allowed to keep the Mus-
tang for several days after the test. It went
rumbling and grunting by a Little League
baseball game-and broke the whole thing
up in the top of the third. The kids had to
see what that fire-breathing monster was
about. And when we passed a house with a

GT350 in the driveway along about 7 p.m.
the dining room erupted and people poured
out windows, doors and chimneys. That's
the effect it had. The Mustang even be-
haved impeccably in one of New York's
patented traffic jams. Every kid on the
block had to have a ride in it and wives
stood around kind of hoping to flll their
prom cards. Wild.

Trans-Amers, Mustang
Gawd!

v. Camaro.
a
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