
Dahl & Narrative
Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

Sub-Unit 3: Boy: Tales of Childhood by Roald Dahl

Sub-Unit 4: Write an Essay

Unit 7A



Introduction

During the first week of a new digital curriculum, the teacher and students may be adjusting to 
a fully 1:1 digital experience. The teacher may be projecting the lesson but the students do not 
yet have device access or the students are sharing devices. These first five Unplugged lessons 
are designed for classes transitioning to the Amplify program. For this reason, they correspond 
accurately to the digital lesson.  

• The student activity numbers and titles match the activity numbers and titles from the  
digital lesson map.

1  |  Introduce: Classroom Principle 1

• Each activity contains the same work found in the corresponding digital lesson activity.

NOTE: After five lessons, the format of these Unplugged lessons will shift to support the  
Amplify 1:1 classroom.

Get Started: Transition to Digital
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1

Welcome!



4 Unit 6A: Dahl & Narrative

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  Welcome

1 | Introduce: Classroom Principle 1

1. See if you can solve this puzzle.

Use each of the following letters once: E, B, S, L, U, C.

2. What happens when you keep working one muscle, say by doing push-ups?

3. So, what happens when you “work out” your brain in a regular way? 
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  Welcome

2 | Try It On: Classroom Principle 1

1. Read the limerick, which is missing its final phrase. Work with your group to finish the 
limerick so that the ending makes sense and the final word rhymes with the words that 
complete the first two lines. Then answer the poll.

If you need help, here are some possible rhyming words:

• facile

• juvenile

• percentile 

• beguile

• mile

What words did your group use to finish the limerick?

POLL 1:

How long did your group take to complete the limerick with a rhyming word that 
made sense?

a. Less than 1 minute

b. Less than 2 minutes

c. Less than 3 minutes

d. Did not complete

LESSON 1  Welcome

Limerick #1

There once was a hoopster so agile,
She made other players look fragile.
She drove to the net,
Took wing like a jet,
Posting points ____________________.
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  WelcomeLESSON 1  Welcome

2. Read the limerick, which is missing its final phrase. Work with your group to finish the limerick so 
that the ending makes sense and the final word rhymes with the words that complete the first 
two lines. Then answer the poll.

If you need help, here are some possible rhyming words:

• flex

• next

• vortex

• text

• wet

What words did your group use to finish the limerick?

POLL 2:

How long did your group take to complete the limerick with a rhyming word that made sense?

a. Less than 1 minute

b. Less than 2 minutes

c. Less than 3 minutes

d. Did not complete

Limerick #2
A boy found conversing complex.
He stopped speaking and only would text.
When he fell down a well,
He could no longer yell
‘Cuz his tongue _______________________. 
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  Welcome

3. Read the limerick, which is missing its final phrase. Work with your group to finish the limerick so 
that the ending makes sense and the final word rhymes with the words that complete the first 
two lines. Then answer the poll.

If you need help, here are some possible rhyming words:

• sick

• stick

• brick

• trick

• toothpick

What words did your group use to finish the limerick?

POLL 3:

How long did your group take to complete the limerick with a rhyming word that made sense?

a. Less than 1 minute

b. Less than 2 minutes

c. Less than 3 minutes

d. Did not complete

LESSON 1  Welcome

Limerick #3
Our gym teacher is super strict.
If you talk, it’s, “Drop & give me ten quick!”
I was never a jock,
But I do like to talk. 
Now my biceps are __________________________.
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  Welcome

3 | Introduce: Classroom Principle 2

1. See if you can solve this puzzle.

Use each of the following letters once: O, U, U, B, I.

2. How does being brave apply to learning?

3. How does being curious apply to learning?
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  Welcome

4 | Try It On: Classroom Principle 2

1. Read the poem by Hannah More. 

2. What is the “I” described by the poem?

(If you need a hint, the poem is describing one of these items: an old woman, a book, or a 
graveyard.)

LESSON 1  Welcome

I’m a strange contradiction;
I’m new and I’m old,
I’m often in tatters and oft deck’d in gold:
Though I never could read, yet letter’d I’m found;
Though blind, I enlighten; though loose, I am bound —
I am always in black, and I’m always in white;
I am grave and I’m gay, I am heavy and light.
In form too I differ — I’m thick and I’m thin,
I’ve no flesh, and no bones, yet I’m cover’d with skin;
I’ve more points than the compass, more stops than the 
flute —
I sing without voice, without speaking confute;
I’m English, I’m German, I’m French and I’m Dutch;
Some love me too fondly; some slight me too much;
I often die soon, though sometimes live ages,
And no monarch alive has so many pages.

Glossary:
to enlighten: to give knowledge 
point:  the sharp end of an object/a key idea in a discussion 

or passage/a period 
to confute: to win an argument 
page:  a sheet of paper in a collection of sheets/ a young 

person serving a king
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  WelcomeLESSON 1  Welcome

3. Underline one “clue” from the poem you used to figure out what was being described.

4. How did being brave and curious help you solve and share your solution to this riddle poem?

5 | Introduce: Classroom Principle 3

1. 1. List as many song titles and lines as you can that contain the word “respect.”

2. POLL 4:

How many songs did you identify?

a. 0–3

b. 3–6

c. 6–9

d. 9–12

e. More than 12
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 1: Welcome!

Transition to Digital 

LESSON 1  Welcome

3. Why do so many popular songs contain the word “respect”? What does it mean?

6 | Wrap-Up: Goals

1. POLL 5:

Circle three of these goals that are important to you.

a. Be brave and curious.

b. Experience new, digital ways of learning.

c. Read some books that challenge your brain and grow your understanding.

d. Develop your written and spoken ideas powerfully and clearly to make an impact on your 
audience.

e. Listen and learn from your classmates’ observations.

2. Is there any other goal you would like to add? My own goal:



Get Started

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2
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LESSON 1  What Grabs Your Attention

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

1 | Vocabulary Activities
Students must be logged in to the digital program to complete these activities.

2 | Try It On: Library Navigation
Students must be logged in to the digital program to complete this activity.

3 | Discuss: Cafeteria Photos

1. What’s happening in the picture? 

• List 2–3 things you observe happening in the picture. 

• Compare with a partner to see if you noticed similar or different things. 
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LESSON 1  What Grabs Your Attention

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

2. Now look carefully at these close-ups from the picture.

What’s happening in 
this moment?

What’s happening in 
this moment?

What’s happening in 
this moment?

• How do the details from these three precise moments compare to what you saw in the photo 
of the whole cafeteria?

4 | Introduce: Zooming In on One Moment

1. Think about recent lunches in the cafeteria. List three moments that you noticed. 

2. Look again at this moment.
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LESSON 1  What Grabs Your Attention

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

What details did this girl use to describe something she noticed during this moment at lunch? 

3. Look at your list of moments you noticed during lunch. Choose one moment on your list that you 
can describe with precise details.

4. Write one sentence, using details to begin to describe that moment for the reader. 
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LESSON 1  What Grabs Your Attention

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

5 | Introduce: Writing Rules

Review the The Student’s Mindset poster and the Rules for Writing poster with your teacher.

6 | Write

Warm-Up 

Think about the following statements to help get your ideas flowing. Check any that apply:

 o  You can think of more details to write about the memorable lunch moment  
you began to describe.

 o You have another moment you would rather write about.

 o  At a recent lunch you had to eat something in the cafeteria that you really  
didn’t like.

 o At lunch you shared a funny moment with a friend.

 o You had to find a seat while it was really crowded.

 o You had to rush through lunch and eat in less than 3 minutes.

 o You experienced something that made you cringe.

 o  You experienced something that had never happened when you were in 
elementary school.
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LESSON 1  What Grabs Your Attention

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

Writing Prompt

Write about one moment from lunch.

7 | Share

1. Review the Rules for Sharing poster with your teacher.

2. Raise your hand to share your writing.

3. If you are commenting on your classmate’s writing, use the Response Starters to help them 
understand how their writing made an impact on you.

Response Starters

You created a clear picture in my mind when you wrote _______________________.

I liked when you used the word ______________ because _______________________.

I saw what you meant about _____________ when you wrote __________________________.
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LESSON 1  What Grabs Your Attention

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

8 | Wrap-Up

Practice noticing things that grabbed your attention today. Pretend you are walking in the door 
at home and a parent or sibling asks, “How was your day? What happened?” What will you 
tell them?

9 | Solo

Write 3–4 sentences about one moment that you noticed on your way home from school.
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

1 | Vocabulary Activities
Students must be logged in to the digital program to complete these activities.

2 | Try It On: Library Navigation
Students must be logged in to the digital program to complete this activity.

3 | Spotlight: Focus on One Moment

Listen as your teacher reads your classmates’ writing. 

Respond to the writing by answering the following question: 

What is one vivid detail the writer used to capture the “disgusted” point of view?

Vivid Details: Some Examples

Sensory Details: How something (or someone) looks, 
sounds, smells, tastes, or feels

Actions: What someone (or something) does

Dialogue: What someone says
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

4 | Review: Focus on One Moment

Review the Definition of Focus with your teacher.

5 | Revise: Focus on One Moment

NOTE: Do this activity only if you completed the Writing Prompt for Get Started Lesson 1 in 
this booklet.

1. Reread your writing from Lesson 1. Find one place in your writing where you could add  
precise details to focus on that specific moment even more. 
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get StartedUnit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

2. Skip a line at the bottom of your writing and write two more sentences to describe 
this moment. 

3. Complete the poll.

POLL:

What did the writing about your lunch moment include? In other words, what caught your 
attention as a writer?

a. A friend

b. A description of food

c. Someone spilling something

d. Someone getting yelled at

e. Other:

6 | Discuss: Practicing Observation

Brainstorm five locations that you find yourself in during typical school days.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Picture the various moments that have happened to you in these locations.
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

7 | Write

Review the Rules for Writing with your teacher.

Warm-Up 

Place a checkmark next to any of the following that describe something new or unexpected that 
you have seen or done: 

 o You had to open a locker for the first time.

 o A science teacher did an interesting demonstration.

 o You saw something unexpected on the bus or in the hallway.

 o You had to do a new activity in gym.

 o  You remember a moment when you thought “this is really different  
than last year.”

 o  You had to do something for the first time outside of school—like trying  
a new sport, playing an instrument, or doing some other activity.

Writing Prompt 

Write about one moment when you saw or did something new or unexpected.
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

8 | Share

1. Review the Rules for Sharing.

2. Raise your hand to share your writing.

3. Practice using the Response Starters when you comment on a classmate’s writing.

Response Starters

9 | Wrap-Up

Complete the poll.

You created a clear picture in my mind when you wrote _______________________.

I liked when you used the word ______________ because _______________________.

I saw what you meant about _____________ when you wrote __________________________.
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

POLL:

Put a check beside the place that you wrote about today.

 o Gym or cafeteria

 o  Classroom

 o Hallway or lockers

 o School entrance or office

 o Bus

 o A place outside of school

10 | Solo

Write 3–5 sentences about a moment that grabbed your attention at home. Don’t forget to 
use precise details.
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LESSON 2  Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

Use the Types of Details chart to help you think of precise details to use.

Types of Details

• What something looks like

• What something sounds like

• Smells and tastes

• Physical action

• Quote of what someone says/dialogue

• What something feels like
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LESSON 3  Strengthening Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

1 | Vocabulary Activities
Students must be logged in to the digital program to complete these activities.

2 | Review: Focus

1. How many moments do you think are happening in this picture? Write down three that 
you notice.

2. Read the sample student writing.

I balanced my tray of green slop and carrots. Looking at the food did not make me feel hungry. 
Yesterday was pizza day, but I was home sick to my stomach with that stomach thing everyone 
has been getting. Gross. I saw two girls from my science class. I almost sat down at their table, 
but realized at the last second that they were debating who was the best boy band. Clearly, I did 
not want to sit there. I ate lunch with Adam and Will from my soccer team and talked Will into 
trading my green slop for the famous chicken his mother makes for him.
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LESSON 3  Strengthening Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

3. Does the writer focus on one moment or write about multiple moments? (Check one)

 o The writer focuses on one moment.

 o The writer writes about multiple moments.

Review the Definition of Focus with your teacher. 

4. Reread the sample student writing. Underline one moment where you could add more details. 
Copy those sentences below. 

Add two more sentences to this section, using precise details to focus on the moment.
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LESSON 3  Strengthening Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

3 | Discuss: Focus on One Moment

1. If your teacher is projecting Spotlights, consider how each writer uses the skill of Focus. 

2. Listen as your classmates read their writing.

3. What was the moment this writer chose to focus on?

4. What is one precise detail the writer used to write about this moment?

5. Reread the poster, The Student Mindset. What is one way the poster reflects something the 
writer did?

Use the Types of Details chart to help you identify precise details the writer used.

Types of Details

• What something looks like

• What something sounds like

• Smells and tastes

• Physical action

• Quote of what someone says/dialogue

• What something feels like
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LESSON 3  Strengthening Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

4 | Revise: Focus on One Moment

NOTE: Do this activity only if you completed the Writing Prompt for Get Started Lesson 2 in 
this booklet. 

1. Reread your writing from the previous lesson.

2. Find one place in your writing where you could use precise details to describe what grabbed 
your attention. Underline that place.

3. Skip a line at the bottom of your writing and write two more sentences to focus more on this 
one moment.

5 | Share

1. Review the Rules for Sharing.

2. Raise your hand to share your writing.

3. Practice using the Response Starters when you comment on a classmate’s writing.

Response Starters

4. What’s your precise detail?

• Underline one precise detail from your writing today that you would like to share 
with everyone.

• Write the sentence on a sentence strip or on the chart paper.

• Post your sentence on the class map in the correct location.

You created a clear picture in my mind when you wrote _______________________.

I liked when you used the word ______________ because _______________________.

I saw what you meant about _____________ when you wrote __________________________.
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LESSON 3  Strengthening Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

6 | Wrap-Up

Complete the poll.

POLL:

Put a check next to the types of detail you added to your writing today.

 o What something looks like

 o Physical action

 o What something sounds like

 o Quote of what someone says/dialogue

 o Smells and tastes

 o What something feels like

7 | Solo

Add more details to help focus on a moment in the sample writing. 

This morning I slept through my alarm and 
didn’t wake up until my sister yelled in my 
ear. Then my brother spilled his milk all over 
my math homework. I had to run down the 
street to catch up with the school bus. The 
windshield of the bus was covered with dead 
mosquitos.

1. Get focused!

2. Choose one of the four moments and 
copy it below.

3. Add two more sentences using precise 
details to focus on the moment.
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LESSON 3  Strengthening Focus on a Moment

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started
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LESSON 4  To Show or To Tell

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

1 | Vocabulary Activities
Students must be logged in to the digital program to complete these activities.

2 | Present: Telling vs. Showing

1. Read the example sentences at the top of your T-chart. 

•  Which sentence uses details that help you picture Mary when she feels nervous? Label this 
side of the column “Showing.” 

• Label the other column “Telling.”

List of Observations

Mary said, “I am nervous.” Mary twitched in her seat, tapping her feet 
on the floor and twirling her hair as she 
waited for her teacher to pass out the exam. 

2. Watch your teacher, observing what he or she does closely.

3. List anything you notice in the appropriate column in your T-chart, under either “Showing” or 
“Telling.” 

4. Raise your hand to add one of your observations to the T-chart your teacher has projected or 
drawn on the board.



33 Unit 6A: Dahl & Narrative Transition to Digital 

LESSON 4  To Show or To Tell

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

5. What do you notice about the difference between showing and telling? 

6. Can you identify one precise verb from the list of observations?

7. Write three showing sentences to describe what your teacher did, said, and/or looked like that 
showed he or she was nervous. 

 

Definition of Showing

To show is to use descriptive details and precise verbs to create a vivid picture in the reader’s mind.
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LESSON 4  To Show or To Tell

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

3 | Present: Writing Productivity

1. Review the Rules for Writing.

2. Look back at your first Writing Response and see how long your response was.

3. Challenge yourself to write more!

4 | Write

Warm-Up

Think about a moment when you felt nervous. Check any of the following details that you can 
remember clearly:

 o You were nervous entering a new school or class for the first time.

 o You weren’t sure where to sit for lunch one day in school.

 o You were worried you would make a mistake when a teacher called on 
you in class.

 o You felt nervous before or during a sports game.

 o You felt nervous before or during a performance you were in.

 o You felt nervous doing something for the first time, like being home by 
yourself or taking a bus.

 o You can remember a moment when you were nervous recently.
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LESSON 4  To Show or To Tell

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

Writing Prompt

Write about a moment when you were nervous.

5 | Share

1. Review the Rules for Sharing with your teacher.

2. Raise your hand to share your writing.

3. Use the Response Starters to comment on the writer’s use of precise details.

6 | Wrap-Up

NOTE: Do this activity only if you completed the Writing Prompt for Get Started Lesson 1 in 
this booklet. 

1. Review your writing from Lesson 1.

2. Compare it to your writing today. What do you notice about the length of each piece?

3. Complete the poll.
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LESSON 4  To Show or To Tell

Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

POLL:

Today, did you write…

a. less?

b. the same?

c. more?

7 | Solo

1. Practice showing!

2. Read the telling sentence below. Write 3–5 sentences using details to describe what this boy did 
and looked like when he was tired.

The boy was tired.
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

1.  Read each passage from Boy. Underline  precise details that grab your attention.

LESSON 5  Slowing Down the Moment

2.  Copy one detail you underlined that created a vivid picture in your mind. Write one sentence to 

explain what that detail made you picture about the moment Dahl is describing.  

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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”The bicycle and the sweet-shop,” paragraphs 2–4

But here again, I can remember very little about the two 
years I attended Llandaff Cathedral School, between the 
age of seven and nine. Only two moments remain clearly in 
my mind. The first lasted not more than five seconds but I 
will never forget it. 

It was my first term and I was walking home alone across 
the village green after school when suddenly one of the 
senior twelve-year-old boys came riding full speed down 
the road on his bicycle about twenty yards away from me. 
The road was on a hill and the boy was going down the 
slope, and as he flashed by he started backpedalling very 
quickly so that the free-wheeling mechanism of his bike 
made a loud whirring sound. At the same time, he took 
his hands off the handlebars and folded them casually 
across his chest. I stopped dead and stared after him. How 
wonderful he was! How swift and brave and graceful in 
his long trousers with bicycle-clips around them and his 
scarlet school cap at a jaunty angle on his head! One day, 
I told myself, one glorious day I will have a bike like that 
and I will wear long trousers with bicycle-clips and my 
school cap will sit jaunty on my head and I will go whizzing 
down the hill pedalling backwards with no hands on the 
handlebars!

I promise you that if somebody had caught me by the 
shoulder at that moment and said to me, ‘What is your 
greatest wish in life, little boy? What is your absolute 
ambition? To be a doctor? A fine musician? A painter? A 
writer? Or the Lord Chancellor?’ I would have answered 
without hesitation that my only ambition, my hope, my 
longing was to have a bike like that and to go whizzing 
down the hill with no hands on the handlebars. It would be 
fabulous. It made me tremble just to think about it.

LESSON 5  Slowing Down the Moment

One Focused Moment

3.  Read the passage.

4.  What is the moment Dahl chose 
to focus on in this passage? 
Summarize the moment in 1–2 
sentences.

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

5.  How long does Dahl say this 
moment lasts? ___________

 Underline the sentence where you 
found the answer.

6.  How many sentences does Dahl 
use to describe the boy on the 
bicycle? ____________

7.  Underline 3 precise details Dahl 
uses to describe what he notices 
in this moment. Copy down one 
precise detail you underlined that 
creates a picture of this moment in 
your mind.

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________
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Practice Slowing Down the Moment

Put a check next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you can think of a moment at breakfast when a sibling was being funny or 
annoying.

 ¨ you can think of a moment on the bus or walking to school when you saw 
something ridiculous.

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you were trying to squeeze down the crowded 
hallway or get something from your locker quickly.

 ¨ you can think of a funny thing your friend said or did at lunch.

 ¨ you can think of an exciting or disappointing moment in a recent sports game you 
played.

 ¨ you can think of another moment that took 3 minutes or fewer.

Write about a recent moment that took 3 minutes or less.

LESSON 5  Writing Prompt



Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started
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Precise Details that  
Show Emotion

1. Reread this passage.

2.  What is the moment Dahl chose 
to focus on in this passage? 
Summarize the moment in 1–2 
sentences.

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

3.  How do the boys feel about Dahl’s 
plan to slip the dead mouse into 
Mrs. Pratchett’s jar of sweets? 

• Circle 2 details from the passage 
that show (paint a picture of) the 
boys’ emotions (how they feel).

• Using precise details, write 1–2 
sentences to describe how the 
boys feel about Dahl’s plan.

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

LESSON 6  Focusing on an Emotion

“The Great Mouse Plot,” paragraphs 1–8

My four friends and I had come across a loose floor-board 
at the back of the classroom, and when we prised it up 
with the blade of a pocket-knife, we discovered a big 
hollow space underneath. This, we decided, would be our 
secret hiding place for sweets and other small treasures 
such as conkers and monkey-nuts and birds’ eggs. Every 
afternoon, when the last lesson was over, the five of us 
would wait until the classroom had emptied, then we 
would lift up the floor-board and examine our secret 
hoard, perhaps adding to it or taking something away.

One day, when we lifted it up, we found a dead mouse 
lying among our treasures. It was an exciting discovery. 
Thwaites took it out by its tail and waved it in front of our 
faces. ‘What shall we do with it?’ he cried.

‘It stinks!’ someone shouted. ‘Throw it out of the window 
quick!’

‘Hold on a tick,’ I said. ‘Don’t throw it away.’

Thwaites hesitated. They all looked at me.

When writing about oneself, one must strive to be 
truthful. Truth is more important than modesty. I must 
tell you, therefore, that it was I and I alone who had the 
idea for the great and daring Mouse Plot. We all have our 
moments of brilliance and glory, and this was mine.

‘Why don’t we’, I said, ‘slip it into one of Mrs Pratchett’s 
jars of sweets? Then when she puts her dirty hand in to 
grab a handful, she’ll grab a stinky dead mouse instead.’

The other four stared at me in wonder. Then, as the sheer 
genius of the plot began to sink in, they all started grinning. 
They slapped me on the back. They cheered me and danced 
around the classroom. ‘We’ll do it today!’ they cried. ‘We’ll 
do it on the way home! You had the idea,’ they said to me, 
‘so you can be the one to put the mouse in the jar.’
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LESSON 6  Writing Prompt

Put a check next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you can recall a recent moment when you were doing something with friends.

 ¨ you can recall a specific emotion that you or your friends felt in that moment.

 ¨ you played a game outside recently with friends.

 ¨ one friend made you laugh recently.

 ¨ you spent some time with friends recently during an evening or weekend.

 ¨ you got together with a friend or a classmate to do a project or complete an 
activity.

 ¨ a friend helped you out recently or if you helped a friend.

Write about a recent moment when you were doing something with a friend or friends. Show, don’t 
tell, the emotion you felt in that moment.

Ellie’s Sample Writing 

(1) My best friend was absent. “No big 
deal,” I tried to tell myself. (2) I saw 
Natalia from my bus sitting with her 
friends. (3) As soon as I got near their 
table, I saw them whispering. “Is this 
a good or bad sign?” I wondered. 

LESSON 7  Revise to Strengthen Focus

1.  Read Ellie’s sample writing describing one moment from lunch. 

2. Choose just one section of Ellie’s description of her moment (#1, #2, or #3) as a place you could 
add precise details to focus even further on this moment. Maybe you can add details about what 
Ellie might see, hear, do, or what she might say. 

3. Write the number of the place you chose on the lines below. 



Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 2: Get Started

42 Unit 6A: Dahl & Narrative

LESSON 7  Revise to Strengthen Focus

4. Add 3 more focused sentences to this section, using precise details to develop this moment even 
further. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Find a partner who chose the same section from Ellie’s writing to revise that you did. Share your 
added sentences and listen as your partner shares his or hers. 

6.  Note down one precise detail your partner added to the moment.

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON 7  Revision Assignment

Revision Assignment: Focus on a Moment

 NOTE:  
Do this Revision Assignment only if you completed the writing prompt for Lesson 4 in this booklet. 
Otherwise, skip this Revision Assignment and go to the Writing Prompt for this lesson. 

 

Revision Assignment

1. Reread your writing from Lesson 4. Read your teacher’s comments. Your teacher 
highlighted one place in your writing where you began to focus but can develop this 
moment further. 

2. Add 3–5 more focused sentences, using precise details to develop your moment even 
further. Skip a line and write your new sentences below your original response.
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LESSON 7  OPT: Writing Prompt

Put a check next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you signed up for an activity you hadn’t tried 
before.

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you stood up in front of a crowd to say or 
perform something.

 ¨ you said something to a friend or family member that was tough to say.

 ¨ you did something or went somewhere by yourself that you would normally have 
gone to or done with others.

 ¨ you tried a new way to do a problem or assignment in school that you thought 
might be better.

Write about a moment you took a risk.

LESSON 8  Picture This Moment

Comic Strip #1 

1.  Look at Comic Strip #1. Is this what your typical day looks like?

 You may tell someone at home that you did “nothing much” today, but did you really do nothing? 

Moment 1 Moment 2 Moment 3
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LESSON 8  Picture This Moment

Comic Strip #2 
Moment 1

Moment 4

Moment 2

Moment 5

Moment 3

2.  Look at Comic Strip #2. Is this what your day looks like?

Comic Strip #2 

3.  Look at each moment in Comic Strip #2. 

• Write one sentence to describe what you think is happening in each moment.

• Describe one detail from the picture that grabbed your attention. 

 Moment #1

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 Moment #2

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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 Moment #3

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 Moment #4

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 Moment #5

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Choose one of the moments from the comic strip to focus on. 

 Moment #___________

5. Write 3 more sentences (using precise details) to describe the moment you chose. 

 Add details that describe what people are saying or thinking, or the sounds or smells around 
them. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON 8  Picture This Moment
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Moments From Your Typical Day 

6.  List 4 moments from your recent day at school. 

Moment #1   _________________________________________________________________________

Moment #2  _________________________________________________________________________

Moment #3  _________________________________________________________________________

Moment #4  _________________________________________________________________________

7.  Create a comic strip of your moments. Use words, pictures, and speech bubbles. 

LESSON 8  Picture This Moment

Here are some type of details writers use to describe one moment:

• What something looks like

• What something sounds like

• Smells and tastes

• Physical action

• Quote of what someone says/dialogue

• What something feels like
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Choose one of the moments from your comic strip and write 5–7 sentences about just that moment.

When you are finished, underline 2 precise details from your writing.

LESSON 8  Writing Prompt

LESSON 8  Writing Warm-Up

LESSON 9  Acting Out an Emotion

1. Read the descriptions below. 

Movie Scene: The Emotion of the Math Test

The Plot: A student receives a math test 
back from the teacher and gets emotional.

The Characters: 
• The Student
• The Teacher
• Another Student (optional)
• The Director

The Emotion: In each group’s version of 
the movie scene, The Student will show a 
different emotion when the math test is 
returned. 

The Goal: Show the emotion so that your 
classmates can identify what emotion The 
Student is acting out without seeing the 
emotion.

The Challenge: You have to show it, not tell 
it. The group may not tell the emotion or use 
synonyms for the emotion in their scene. 

Put a check mark next to the sentence if…

 ¨ one of your comic strip moments takes place at dismissal or arrival.

 ¨ one of your comic strip moments happened in this class.

 ¨ you can remember what the people did or said in this moment.

 ¨ you can remember the emotion you felt during this moment.

 ¨ you remember what someone said or what you were thinking during this 
moment.
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2. Your teacher will put you into groups of 3–4 and assign each group one of these emotions: 

• Excited

• Disappointed

• Surprised

• Frustrated

• Proud

• Worried

3. Circle the emotion your teacher assigns to your group. Do not share the emotion with another 
group.

4.  Before your group writes its own script, read the sample script below. It shows another scene 
from a classroom where the characters’ words and actions show their emotions. 

Sample Script: The Pencil Sharpener

Teacher: (holding her hands in the air in fists, face crunched with mouth contorted, and speaking sharply) 
Who put the crayon in the electric pencil sharpener?!? I have asked you many times not to do this, but 
you just don’t listen! 

Student: (hands behind back with sharpened crayon, eyes looking at another student as if to say “He did 
it,” sides of mouth pulled down, shrugging shoulders) Ummm…it wasn’t me…

Another Student: (holding pencil, wrinkled forehead, shaking head, pointing at self and shrugging 
shoulders) What? Why are you looking at me? I just came out to sharpen my pencil! See?

Teacher: (hands on hips, eyes wide with “the look,” face growing red ) Well, I guess you both can stay in 
for recess until we figure this out…

LESSON 9  Acting Out an Emotion

5. Underline the stage directions that the writer put in parentheses to describe what the actors 
should do as they say their lines. 

6.  Name the emotion you think the teacher feels in this scene. __________________________

7.  Copy one detail from the stage direction that showed you this emotion. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Copy one thing the teacher said that showed you this emotion. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 9  Acting Out an Emotion

9.  Write the script: The Math Test

• Work as a group to write the script below for your scene below. Use the sample script as a 
model.

• Write what the characters say as dialogue. In parentheses, describe the characters, their body 
movements, facial expressions, or tone of voice. 

• Remember, the character of The Student should show (but not tell) the emotion your teacher 
assigned to your group. 

• When you are finished, act out your scene in front of another group or the whole class. The 
group or class can then guess the emotion your group just acted out. 

10. Read the sentences below and choose one sentence where you could use precise details to show 
Will’s emotions. Circle that sentence.

• Will felt disappointed when he got his math test back.

• Will felt frustrated when he got his math test back.

• Will felt surprised when he got his math test back.

• Will felt excited when he got his math test back.

• Will felt proud when he got his math test back.

 Add 4–5 sentences that use precise details to show (rather than tell) this emotion.
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Types of Details 

• What something looks like

• What something sounds 
like

• Smells and tastes

• Physical action

• Quote of what someone 
says/dialogue

• What something feels like

LESSON 10   Using Precise Details to Develop the Moment

Details Carousel: How would you describe your cafeteria?

1. Read the Types of Details above to remind yourself of the details writers might use.

2. Your teacher will help you find the 6 large chart papers posted around the classroom. Each poster 
is labeled with one type of detail (for example, “What Something Sounds Like” ). If not, your 
teacher will give you alternative directions.

3. Follow your teacher’s instructions to get into your assigned group and to move to one of chart 
papers around the room.  

4. On the chart paper, work with your group to brainstorm and write as many details about the 
cafeteria that fit that category and describe your school cafeteria. For example...  

5. After one minute of brainstorming, your teacher will ask you to move to a chart paper labeled 
with a different type of detail. Brainstorm and write as many details as you can that fit that 
category, but don’t repeat details already on that chart.

6. You have completed the activity when your group has had a chance to brainstorm on each chart.

7. When the class is back together, your teacher will read the details on each list and allow you to 
vote for your favorite.

What Something Sounds Like
chairs scraping the floor 
squish of food going in waste bin
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8.  Revision Assignment: Focus on a Moment

 NOTE:  
Do this Revision Assignment only if you completed the writing prompt for Lesson 4 or 8 in this 
booklet. Otherwise, skip this Revision Assignment and go to the Writing Prompt for this lesson.

 
Revision Assignment

1. Reread the prompt response you completed and find a place where you focused on one 
moment but could add even more details to develop this moment further. (Your teacher 
may have underlined one place.)

2. Skip a line at the bottom of your writing and add 3–5 focused sentences to this section, 
using precise details to develop your moment even further. 

LESSON 10   Using Precise Details to Develop the Moment

Put a check next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you were lying in your room feeling very relaxed.

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you had to sit still for a long time in an 
uncomfortable seat.

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you were in a place that made you feel 
comfortable.

 ¨ you can think of a moment when you were in a place that made you feel 
uncomfortable.

Write about a moment when you were in a comfortable or uncomfortable place. Include sensory 
details to show what you noticed about this place.

LESSON 10  Writing Prompt
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Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 3: Boy: Tales of Childhood by Roald Dahl

LESSON 1  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD  “Author’s Note.” 

1. Why does Dahl say he wrote this book?

2. How did he decide which things to include in his memoir?

3. What types of memories does Dahl say remain vivid after 50 years?

4. What is one memory that an older member of your family has told you?

5. What is one funny moment that you will remember in 50 years? Fill 

out the “Moments for My Memoir” table and try to include one funny 

memory.
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My Memoir Moments
What kind of moment was this?  

(funny, painful, unpleasant, other?)

Moments for My Memoir

1. In the left-hand column, list 4 moments from your life that you think you might remember in 50 
years. For each moment, include your age, and a one-sentence description of the moment. For 
example, age 5, I visited my baby sister in the hospital for the first time, and she burped when I 
was holding her.

2. In the right-hand column, choose one word to describe this moment. (Use Dahl’s words or choose 
one of your own.)

LESSON 1  Close Read

LESSON 1  Writing Prompt

Choose one moment from the Moments for My Memoir table. Write about one small 
part of this moment, using details (sounds, smells, actions, what something looked 
like, what someone said) to show the reader the type of moment this was.
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LESSON 2  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The bicycle and the sweet-shop.”

1. Reread the description of the Liquorice Bootlaces. 

• Underline two details that gave you a vivid picture of the candy. 

• Does the description make the candy sound appealing or repulsive 

to you? Use the left side of the T-chart in the Close Read, “Does It 

Appeal to Me?” to decide. 

• Explain why the Bootlaces sound appealing or repulsive to you. 

Include 2 details from the book in your explanation.

2. Reread the description of the Sherbet Suckers. 

• Underline two details that gave you a vivid picture of the candy.

• Does the description make the candy sound appealing or repulsive 

to you? Use the right side of the T-chart in the Close Read activity, 

Does It Appeal to Me? to decide. 

• Explain why the Sherbert Suckers sound appealing or repulsive to 

you. Include 2 details from the book in your explanation.
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Liquorice Bootlaces Sherbet Suckers

These details make this candy sound appealing/
repulsive.

These details make this candy sound appealing/
repulsive.

Does It Appeal to Me?

1. Copy 4 details or phrases from Dahl’s description of the Liquorice Bootlaces that made a vivid 
picture. Decide whether those details make the candy sound appealing or repulsive and circle 
your response.

2. Copy 4 details or phrases from Dahl’s description of the Sherbet Suckers that made a vivid 
picture. Decide whether those details make the candy sound appealing or repulsive and circle 
your response.

LESSON 2  Close Read
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LESSON 3  Working with the Text 

Reference  BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The bicycle and the sweet-shop.”

1. How do Dahl and his friends feel about Mrs. Pratchett? Explain using 

one detail from the text.

2. What reason(s) does Dahl provide for his feelings towards Mrs. 

Pratchett?

3. How do you feel about Mrs. Pratchett? Explain using one detail from the 

text.

4. What is the reason for your feelings?

5. Do you think Mrs. Pratchett would use similar details to describe 

herself? Explain your answer.

LESSON 2  Writing Warm-Up

LESSON 2  Writing Prompt

Write about one candy from the chapter “The bicycle and the sweet-shop” that 
sounds really appealing or repulsive to you and explain why. Describe 2–3 details 
from the text in your response.

Put a check mark next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you would like to eat the Liquorice Bootlace.

 ¨ you would like to eat the Sherbet Sucker.

 ¨ you would like to eat the Pear Drop.

 ¨ you would like to eat the Gobstopper.

 ¨ you would like to eat the Tonsil Tickler.
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What she looks like What she does What she says Other

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The bicycle and the sweet-shop,” paragraphs 24–28.

How does Dahl describe Mrs. Pratchett?

1. Reread the description of Mrs. Pratchett.

2. Underline 8 phrases or details Dahl uses to describe Mrs. Pratchett.

3. List each detail you underlined in the appropriate column below. 

4. Circle the 4 details that gave you a vivid picture of the type of person Mrs. Pratchett is.

LESSON 3  Close Read
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LESSON 3  Writing Prompt

LESSON 3  Writing Warm-Up 

Dahl says earlier in the chapter that Mrs. Pratchett was “a horror.” Do you agree or 
disagree? Describe 2–3 details from the passage to show why.

Put a check mark next to the sentence if the details you noticed in the passage…

 ¨ make you want to meet Mrs. Pratchett.

 ¨ make you glad you will never meet Mrs. Pratchett.

 ¨ make you think she is a “horror.”

 ¨ help you notice something about the way Mrs. Pratchett treats others.

 ¨ are actions that help you form an opinion about her.

 ¨ are things she says that support the idea she is a “horror.”
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LESSON 4  Writing Complex Sentences

Separating the Actions

Read the paragraph from “The Great 
Mouse Plot.” 

1. Underline each place Dahl refers to 
himself and his friends (hint: “My 
four friends and I,” “we,” “the five of 
us”). 

2. Circle each action that Dahl and his 
friends do. 

3. Write each of the boy’s actions as a 
separate complete sentence on the 
lines below, using the subject “we.” 
One example is completed for you. 
(You may need to add, take away, or 
rearrange some words.)

4. Compare your list of each of the 
boys’ actions with a partner.

 Did you both identify the same 
number of actions? 

 ¨ Yes 

 ¨ No

“The Great Mouse Plot,” paragraph 1 

My four friends and I had come across a loose floor-board 
at the back of the classroom, and when we prised it up with 
the blade of a pocket-knife, we discovered a big hollow 
space underneath. This, we decided, would be our secret 
hiding place for sweets and other small treasures such as 
conkers and monkey-nuts and birds’ eggs. Every afternoon, 
when the last lesson was over, the five of us would wait 
until the classroom had emptied, then we would lift up the 
floor-board and examine our secret hoard, perhaps adding 
to it or taking something away.

Example: We had come across a loose floor-board.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Two Actions. Two sentences.
Two Actions. One sentence  

that describes the relationship  
between the two actions.

1. He dropped the dead mouse into the candy 
jar.

2. The boy walked innocently out of the store.

Example:

After he dropped the dead mouse into the 
candy jar, the boy walked innocently out of the 
store. 

1. The boy lifted the lid of the candy jar.

2. His friends distracted the storeowner.

1. The boy dropped the dead mouse on the 
gumballs.

2. He chuckled silently to himself.

1. His heart was beating wildly.

2. The boy walked innocently out of the store.

Sentence Combining 

Instructions: 

Combine the 2 actions on the left side of the chart into one sentence that shows the relationship 
between the 2 actions. The first one has been done for you as an example. You may use the chart of 
dependent markers on the next page.

LESSON 4  Writing Complex Sentences
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LESSON 4  Reference Information
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Write 4 simple sentences to describe 
what the girl might do in your story.

Write 4 simple sentences to describe 
what the spider might do in your story.

Example: The girl texted frantically. Example: The spider wove a web in the girl’s 
hair.

Part 1: One Action in a Simple Sentence

Work with a group of 4 students. Imagine a story about a girl and a spider.

1. Think of 4 things the girl might do in your story and write as 4 simple sentences on the T-chart. 

2. Think of 4 things the spider might do in your story and write as 4 simple sentences on the T-chart. 

LESSON 4  Writing Complex Sentences

Part 2: Sentence Combining 

Work with your group to pair and combine your sentences about the girl and the spider, 
using dependent markers to describe how the actions are connected. Write as many 
combinations as you can. 

(Example: While the girl texted frantically, the spider wove a web in her hair.)
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LESSON 5  Working with the Text 

LESSON 5  Revision Assignment

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The Great Mouse Plot.” 

1. Read Dahl’s description of how his friends react to hearing about his plan 

• How do Dahl and his friends feel about their plan in this moment?

• Copy one direct quote from this description that illustrates your answer.

2. Read Dahl’s description of how he and his friends cross the green and enter the sweet-shop 

• How do Dahl and his friends feel about their plan in this moment?

• Copy one direct quote from this description that illustrates your answer.

3. Read Dahl’s description of what he and his friends do when they are in the sweet-shop.

• How do Dahl and his friends feel about their plan in this moment?

• Copy one direct quote from this description that illustrates your answer.

4. Read Dahl’s description of what he and his friends do when they leave the sweet-shop.

• How do Dahl and his friends feel about their plan in this moment?

• Copy one direct quote from this description that illustrates your answer.

5. Do Dahl and his friends think their plan is the right thing to do? Explain your answer using 1–2 

direct quotes.  

Use the chart on the next page to punctuate your quotes correctly.

*

* = Suggested Writing Prompt

Revision Assignment—Use of Evidence

1. Reread your Writing Response from Lesson 2 and underline a sentence(s) where you used details 
from the book to develop your idea (your teacher may have highlighted a sentence for you).

2. Reread that part of the book (“The bicycle and the sweet-shop”) and identify one more direct 
quote that connects to your idea.

3. Skip a line and write your new sentences below your original response. Write 3–5 more 
sentences that use that quote to explain your idea. Use at least one direct quote.

Original Writing Prompt

Write about one candy that sounds really appealing or repulsive to you and why. 
Describe 2–3 details from the text in your response.
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Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a Direct Quote

Use this guide to make sure the direct quotes in your writing are punctuated and cited correctly.

LESSON 5  Reference Information
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LESSON 6  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The Great Mouse Plot” and “Mr 
Coombes.”

1. Fill in the How Does Dahl Feel Now? chart in the Close Read to help you 

answer the questions below.

2. How does Dahl feel when he plans and executes the great mouse plot?

3. How does Dahl react when he thinks Mrs. Pratchett has had a heart 

attack?

4. How does Dahl react when Mrs. Pratchett appears on the school 

playground with Mr. Coombes?

5. When Dahl first describes Mrs. Pratchett, he writes that he and his friends 

“hated” Mrs. Pratchett and “had it in for Mrs. Pratchett in a big way” (“The 

bicycle and the sweet-shop,” paragraph 28). Later, when Dahl sees Mrs. 

Pratchett on the playground with Mr. Coombes, he writes, “The relief was 

tremendous” (“Mr. Coombes,” paragraph 45).

• Why is he so relieved to see someone he hates?

• Was Dahl’s scheme to get Mrs. Pratchett “in a big way” successful?

*

* = Suggested Writing Prompt
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MOMENT 1:  
Putting the mouse in 

the candy jar (The Great 
Mouse Plot,  

paragraph 15 )

MOMENT 2:  
Wondering what 

happened to Mrs. 
Pratchett (Mr Coombes, 

paragraphs 1–28)

MOMENT 3:  
Mrs. Pratchett 

reappears—with  
Mr Coombes! (Mr 

Coombes, paragraph 43)

What emotion does Dahl feel? What emotion does Dahl feel? What emotion does Dahl feel?

How Does Dahl Feel Now? 

In each column:

1. Find this moment in the reading.

2. In the empty boxes under that moment, fill in 2–3 quotes that gave you a clear understanding of 
Dahl’s emotion at that moment.  

3. Based on these details, name the emotion Dahl feels at the bottom of each column.

LESSON 6  Close Read
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LESSON 7  Introducing Dialogue

Photograph 1

Photograph 1 with Dialogue 

1.  Look at Photograph 1. Based on what 
you can see in the photograph, write 
1–2 sentences to describe what is 
happening in this moment.

2.  Now look at the photograph with 
dialogue included. Based on the 
photograph and the dialogue, write 
1–2 sentences to describe what is 
happening in the moment. (What 
additional information does the 
dialogue reveal?)
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LESSON 7  Introducing Dialogue

Photograph 2

3.  Look at Photograph 2. Write 1–2 
sentences to describe what you think 
is happening in this moment with these 
characters.

4.  Using the characters’ names, write a dialogue (like the one for Photograph 1) to help the reader 
understand this moment. (You do not have to include every character.)
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Dialogue and Narration 

5. Look back at Photograph 1 with 
dialogue. 

6. Read the narrative to the right, 
which is about the same moment 
and includes the same dialogue. 
Underline the dialogue.

7. Look more closely at the dialogue 
and do the following: 

• Underline one sentence that 
includes both dialogue and 
narration.

• Circle one speaker’s tag that 
describes the speaker’s voice 
or face.

• Bracket one sentence that 
includes dialogue that ends 
with an exclamation point.

8. Based on the information in the 
dialogue and narration, write 2–3 
sentences to describe what is 
happening in the moment. (What 
additional information does the 
writer’s narration reveal?)

LESSON 7  Introducing Dialogue

Sample Student Dialogue & Narration

 Matteo was eating lunch with Rufus and Jeremy in the 
school cafeteria when he saw Austin rushing to the table. 
His stomach suddenly felt queasy and he had to push his 
lunch tray to the side. That morning, Matteo had asked 
Austin to find out from Shauna what Cate thought about 
him. Matteo could tell by Austin’s sloppy grin that he had 
some news. He briefly considered hiding under the table.

 Without even sitting down, Austin leaned over the table, 
practically shouting. “She told Shauna you reminded her of 
her favorite movie star,” he blurted out.

 Jeremy and Rufus laughed like Austin had just dropped 
the funniest punch line ever. “Hilarious!” Rufus snorted. “A 
movie star.”

 “Yeah,” Jeremy chuckled unhelpfully, “like Dracula!”

 Matteo remembered how annoying these particular 
friends could be, but he almost didn’t hear them. His heart 
was beating too loudly. “I knew she liked me,” he thought 
to himself.

Rules for Punctuating Dialogue and Narration

1. Use quotation marks to separate dialogue and narration.

2. Use a comma between the speaker tag and his or her dialogue.

3. If the dialogue ends with a question mark or exclamation point, include it inside the quotation 
marks.

4. Indent to show that a new speaker is talking.
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Look at the dialogue you wrote for Photograph 2 of the students standing in the 
cafeteria line.

1. Write 5–7 sentences describing this moment. Use dialogue and narration, 
including precise details, to show what people are saying, doing, and how they 
speak and look.

LESSON 7  Writing Prompt

LESSON 8  Working with the Text 

Reread BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “Mr Coombes.” 

1. Underline 3 pieces of Mrs. Pratchett’s dialogue that create a vivid picture of 

her in your head. Based just on what she says, how would you describe Mrs. 

Pratchett? 

2. Bracket 3 things Mrs. Pratchett does that create a vivid picture of her in 

your head. Just based on her actions, would you describe Mrs. Pratchett the 

same way you described her above? Explain. 

3. If you were directing an actor to play the part of Mrs. Pratchett, what is 

one piece of advice you would give to the actor to help her portray Mrs. 

Pratchett the way Dahl describes her?

4. Dahl was a little boy when he played the trick on Mrs. Pratchett. He was a 

much older man when he wrote about playing this trick. Do you think his 

feelings about Mrs. Pratchett changed or stayed the same?

5. When you read or watch this scene, do you feel more sympathy for the boys 

who played the trick or the victim of the trick, Mrs. Pratchett? Explain.

*

* = Suggested Writing Prompt
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The Assigned Parts

1. The boy Dahl 

2. Mr. Coombes

3. Mrs. Pratchett 

4. Thwaites

LESSON 8  Close Read

Acting Out Dialogue

Directions

1.  Your teacher will assign you to a group of 4  
to act out the scene from “Mr. Coombes,” 
paragraphs 55–70.

2.  Reread the scene and underline your assigned 
character’s dialogue and actions. 

3.  Consider the tone of voice (shouting, whispering, 
etc.) your character is described as using.

4.  Be ready to act out your scene (tone).

5.  Don’t be afraid to have fun being these characters!

Watch another group’s performance of this scene. Note down 2 actions, expressions, or other details 
your classmates used during the performance to portray the characters the way Dahl describes them.
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LESSON 9  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “Mrs Pratchett’s revenge.”  

1. Reread Dahl’s description of getting caned by the Headmaster (“Mrs. 

Pratchett’s revenge,” paragraphs 29–34) 

• How many strokes of the cane did Dahl receive as punishment from 

the Headmaster? _________

• How long (in time) do you think the caning lasted? ____________

• How many sentences did Dahl write to describe this moment? 

____________

• Explain why you think he focused so closely on this one brief 

moment. 

2. Use the “How Much Does it Hurt?” Close Read activity to describe Dahl’s 

emotion(s) in this moment. 

3. Does Mrs. Pratchett think the caning punishment is fair or unfair? How 

do you know? 

4. Does Dahl’s mother think the caning punishment is fair or unfair? How 

do you know? 

5. How does Dahl feel about Mr. Coombes? Use details from the text to 

explain your answer.

6. Based on Dahl’s description, can you tell whether Dahl thinks his caning 

punishment was fair or unfair? 
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LESSON 9  Close Read

Write one sentence that names Dahl’s emotion(s) in this moment and explain how you know he feels 
this way.

You may use the following sentence starter as a model: I think Dahl feels _______ because ________.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “Mrs Pratchett’s revenge” paragraphs 29–34.

Work with a partner to underline all the details in the description of the caning punishment (Mrs 
Pratchett’s revenge, paragraphs 29–34) that describe how the caning felt for Dahl. 

Circle the face on the chart below that shows how the caning felt to Dahl. Copy 2 details from the 
reading in the box underneath the face you chose to illustrate how Dahl feels. 
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Does Dahl regret playing the mouse trick on Mrs. Pratchett? Describe 2–3 details 
from the reading (including a direct quote) to explain your answer.

LESSON 9  Writing Prompt

LESSON 9  Writing Warm-Up

LESSON 10  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “Mrs Pratchett’s revenge.”  

1. Find one place in Boy that surprised you for some reason. Describe what was happening.

• What did you find surprising?

• Did Dahl find this moment surprising? How do you know?

2. Find one place in Boy that made you laugh. Describe what was happening. 

• Why do you think you laughed at that moment?

• Did Dahl, as a boy, think what was happening was funny?

• Do you think Dahl laughed when he remembered this moment 50 years later? Why or why 

not?

Put a check mark next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you identified a moment when Dahl feels excited during the great mouse caper.

 ¨ you identified a moment when Dahl feels scared during the great mouse caper.

 ¨ you think the boys really shocked Mrs. Pratchett with the mouse.

 ¨ you think Dahl wishes he didn’t get caned.

 ¨ you think Dahl would play the same trick on Mrs. Pratchett.

 ¨ you think there is one overall feeling that Dahl has about this episode in his life.
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Revision Assignment: Use of Evidence

 NOTE:  
Do this Revision Assignment only if you completed the writing prompt for Lesson 9 in this booklet. 

 
Revision Assignment

1. Reread your writing from the previous lesson and underline a sentence(s) where you used 
details from the book to develop your idea. (Your teacher may have underlined a sentence 
for you.)

2. Reread that part of the book and identify 1–2 more details that connect to your idea.

3. Write 3–5 more sentences using those details to explain your idea. Use at least one direct 
quote.

Review your writing by making sure you have correctly punctuated and formatted any direct 
quotes.

LESSON 10  Revision Assignment

LESSON 10  Working with the Text 

3. How does Dahl’s mother feel about his caning? How do you know?

4. Does Dahl want his mother to go to the school to give Mr. Coombes “a hard time” (Mrs Pratchett’s 

revenge, paragraph 42)? How do you know?

5. How do adults act toward Dahl?

6. How does Dahl act toward the adults?

7. Copy down 2 direct quotes that gave you a picture of the relationship between the adults and 

children.

8. How does Dahl describe the relationships between the adults and children?*

* = Suggested Writing Prompt
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LESSON 11  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “First day.”

1. Highlight words and phrases from this passage that help you understand what a tuck-box is and 

what tuck is. 

• What is a tuck-box? Write a definition of a tuck-box based on what you understood from the 

passage.

• What is tuck? Write a definition of tuck based on what you understood from the passage.

2. What types of things do the boys keep in their tuck-boxes? (How would you organize the items 

Dahl lists into groups?)

3. What is one reason that the tuck-boxes are important for the boys at boarding school? Describe 

2–3 details from the reading to explain your reasoning.

*

* = Suggested Writing Prompt
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LESSON 11  Close Read

LESSON 11  Writing Warm-Up

Sentence #1 (First day, paragraph 5) 

At Prep School in those days, a parcel of tuck was sent once 
a week by anxious mothers to their ravenous little sons, and 
an average tuck-box would probably contain, at almost any 
time, half a home-made currant cake, a packet of squashed-
fly biscuits, a couple of oranges, an apple, a banana, a pot 
of strawberry jam or Marmite, a bar of chocolate, a bag of 
Liquorice Allsorts and a tin of Bassett’s lemonade powder. 

Sentence #2 (First day, paragraph 7) 

As well as tuck, a tuck-box would also contain all manner 
of treasures such as a magnet, a pocket-knife, a compass, 
a ball of string, a clockwork racing-car, half a dozen lead 
soldiers, a box of conjuring-tricks, some tiddly-winks, a 
Mexican jumping bean, a catapult, some foreign stamps, 
a couple of stink-bombs, and I remember one boy called 
Arkle who drilled an airhole in the lid of his tuck-box and 
kept a pet frog in there which he fed on slugs.

Why the Long Sentence?

1.  Choose one of the sentences 
that describes the items (food or 
treasures) inside the box.

2.  Work with a partner and try to read 
the sentence quickly without taking 
a breath.

3.  Did you both do it? Try it again—
this time faster!

Based on these 2 sentences Dahl wrote to show what is in the boxes, describe the picture of the tuck-boxes you 
have in your mind.

Put a check mark next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you can picture either your backpack or locker and its contents. Choose one to 
write about.

 ¨ your backpack or locker is neat and organized.

 ¨ your backpack or locker is messy and could use a cleaning.

 ¨ your backpack or locker contains too many things to count.

 ¨ you can describe what your backpack or locker smells like, or what you hear and 
feel when you search around in it.

 ¨ your backpack or locker has something you treasure and value—picture what 
that item is.

 ¨ your backpack or locker reveals something about you.
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LESSON 12  Working with the Text 

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The Matron.”

1. Reread the moment where the Matron puts soap in Tweedie’s mouth (paragraphs 31–37) and 

underline details that create a vivid picture of the Matron.

2. Based on your underlined details, what is one idea you have about the type of person the Matron 

is?

3. Work with a partner to identify all the other small stories Dahl shares about the Matron. Write a 

one-sentence summary of each one. 

4. Is there another moment from the chapter that gave you a clear idea about the type of person 

the Matron is? Copy one direct quote from this moment and explain what you notice about the 

Matron here.

5. In what ways is the Matron similar to or different from the other adults Dahl has described?

6. Find one moment where Dahl’s boarding school seems fun. Explain what seems fun.

7. Find one moment where Dahl’s boarding school seems awful. Explain what seems awful.

8. Do the boys play tricks or make mischief at boarding school? Write 2 sentences to explain your 

answer. (This is a Solo question.)

LESSON 11  Writing Prompt

What’s in your backpack or locker? Does it reveal something about you? Is it full, bare, 
messy, or neat? 

Write about one moment when you took something out of your backpack or locker. 
Describe what you noticed about the contents of your backpack or locker so that the 
reader can picture it.
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LESSON 12  Close Read

“The Matron,” paragraphs 36–37

 The Matron threw him a face flannel and said, ‘Wipe it 
off, Tweedie. And don’t ever let me hear you snoring again. 
Hasn’t anyone ever taught you not to go to sleep on your 
back?’

 With that she marched out of the dormitory and 
slammed the door.

Zooming In

Reread this tiny moment and look at 
how carefully Dahl chooses his details.  

Try to find each type of detail Dahl 
includes. (Hint: He doesn’t include 
each type of detail.) 

• Words that describe what the 
Matron looks like

• Words that describe what the 
Matron sounds like

• Words that describe the 
Matron’s actions (verbs)

• Dialogue

• Words that describe smells or 
tastes

What picture of the Matron do have in this tiny moment?
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LESSON 12  Writing Warm-Up

LESSON 12  Writing Prompt

Reference BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD “The Matron.” 

Write about one idea you have about the type of person the Matron is after reading 
this chapter. Describe 2–4 details from 2 moments in the chapter to convince your 
reader of your idea.

Put a check mark next to the sentence if…

 ¨ you are convinced that the Matron is cruel and frightening 
in every moment described.

 ¨ Dahl sometimes made you laugh at what the Matron did.

 ¨ you found some showing details in your second moment 
that gave you a different idea about the Matron.

 ¨ you found details that helped you understand how the 
boys feel about the Matron.

 ¨ all of Dahl’s descriptions of what the Matron did and said 
gave you the same idea about her character.
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ESSAY LESSONS: OVERVIEW

Digital Calendar of Essay Lessons

Lesson 1

Discuss the Essay Prompt

Gather Evidence 

Review the Elements of an Essay

Make a Claim

Lesson 2 Write Body Paragraph(s)

Lesson 3
Write an Introduction

Revise Body Paragraph(s)

Lesson 4

Write a Transition Between the Introduction and the Body of the Essay

Edit the Essay

Write Final Copy

Overview

What you’ll be doing to write your essay:

Step 1. Discuss the Essay Prompt

Step 2. Gather Evidence:  
a) Identify moments from Boy where someone caused trouble.  
b) Choose the moment(s) you will focus on and select the most convincing details.

Step 3. Review the Elements of an Essay

Step 4. Make a Claim: Write a claim statement for your essay.

Step 5. Write Body Paragraph(s)

Step 6. Write an Introduction: Review the Elements of an Introduction and then write an 
introduction for your essay.

Step 7. Revise Body Paragraph(s): Further explain a piece of evidence in one of your body paragraphs.

Step 8. Write a Transition: Write a transition between your introduction and the body of your essay.

Step 9. Edit the Essay: Include correct citation and punctuation of direct quotes.

Step 10. Write Final Copy: Rewrite your essay to create your final copy.

Prompt:

Who does Dahl describe as causing more trouble: the boys or the adults? Use details from one 
moment in the book to show who is really causing more trouble.  
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Step 1. Discuss the Essay Prompt
If you had to decide right now, who would you say Dahl describes as causing more trouble: the boys 
or the adults? Be prepared to point to a place in the reading to explain your answer.

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS

Moments of Trouble in Boy

What is the trouble or  
problem in this moment?

Who causes the trouble or  
problem and how?

(Sample) The boys do not feel welcome in the 
candy shop.

(Sample) Mrs Pratchett is always mean.  
She yells at them to “beat it!” (The Great Mouse 
Plot, paragraph 17)

Step 2. Gather Evidence
Part 1

Think back through your reading and the writing you have done. Sometimes Dahl describes the boys 
creating mischief, and sometimes Dahl describes the adults making things tough for the boys.  

In the left-hand column, identify 3–4 moments where there is some problem or trouble. Then in the 
right-hand column, explain who caused the trouble (the boys or the adults) and how. 

Be ready to share some of your moments to create a class chart to review all moments the class 
identified.

Part 2

1. Which moment will you write about for your essay? _________________________________________

2. Reread this moment from the book. Underline 3–4 details from this moment that show either 
Dahl and the boys or the adult(s) causing trouble. Attach a note titled “Essay Evidence” to each of 
these details.
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Step 3. Review the Elements of an Essay
Your teacher will review what you will need to include in your essay. 

Elements of Your Essay

An Introduction

• Lead sentence(s)

• Title of the book and author’s name

• Claim statement where you state your idea about who causes more trouble

Body Paragraph(s)

• Focus on one part of the reading that supports your claim

• 2–3 pieces of evidence, including direct quotes

• Explanations of how the evidence connects to your claim (idea)

Step 4. Make a Claim
What will you claim about who is causing more trouble and how? Write your claim in 1–2 sentences. 

You may use the following sentence starter as a model:

Dahl describes [the boys/the adults] as causing more trouble because _________________________.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS
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Step 5. Write Body Paragraph(s) 
Reread your chosen moment from the book and review the 3–4 details you underlined and added a 
note to in the reading that show either the boys or the adults causing more trouble. 

1. Use the following prompt to write your body paragraph in the place your teacher indicates. 

2. Title your page: Body Paragraph Draft

3. If you finish writing about one moment, choose a second moment and write a second body 
paragraph.

Prompt:

Who does Dahl describe as causing more trouble: the boys or the adults? Use details from one 
moment in the book to show who is really causing more trouble.  

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS

Step 6. Write an Introduction 
When you’re reading an essay, you’re trying to follow the writer’s thinking. An introduction gives your 
readers an idea of where you’re going, so they can follow you better. 

1. Read the Elements of an Introduction.

Elements of an Introduction 

• A lead: 1–2 sentences that grab the reader’s attention

• The name of the book and author you are writing about

• Your claim: 1–2 sentences that make your claim clear

2. Read the Techniques for Writing a Lead.

Techniques for Writing a Lead

• Ask a question.

• Quote the text.

• Include some fun details from your essay.



Unit 6A, Sub-Unit 4: Write an Essay

87 Unit 6A: Dahl & Narrative

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS

3. Write your lead.

 a. Use the lines below to write 2 possible 1–2 sentence leads for your essay. You will choose one  
 of these leads to use in your introduction. 

Possible Lead #1

  ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________

Possible Lead #2

  ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________

 b. Put a check mark next to the lead that you want to use for your essay. 

4. Rewrite your claim statement:

 a. Reread your body paragraph(s).

 b. Who did you claim is causing more trouble and how? State your claim (again) in 1–2 sentences. 

5. Write your full introduction.

• Go to the next clean page in your essay workspace. Title the page: Introduction. 

• Write an introduction that includes the lead you want to use and all of the elements listed on 
the previous page.

• You have written your claim statement in 2 ways. Use the claim statement that best explains 
your claim (or write another one).

Step 7. Revise Body Paragraph(s)
1. Reread your body paragraph(s) for your essay and underline a sentence(s) where you used 

details or a direct quote from the book to develop your idea. (Your teacher may have already 
underlined a sentence for you.)

2. Reread that part of the book and identify 1–2 more details that connect to your idea.

3. Go to the next clean page. Title the page: Revised Body Paragraphs. 

4. Rewrite your body paragraph(s), adding 3–5 new sentences to the place you underlined using the 
new details to explain your idea. 

5. Reread your body paragraph with the new sentences and revise the sentences so they connect 
clearly with each other.
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Step 8. Write a Transition Between the Introduction and the Body
1. Read your introduction and the first body paragraph.

2. Look at the first sentence of your first body paragraph and copy it below.

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

3. Ask yourself: Does this sentence transition my reader from my introduction and claim? Does it tell 
the reader what my body paragraph is about?

4. Rewrite the first sentence of your body paragraph 2 different ways to connect the introduction to 
the body paragraph (number each one).

 Sentence Draft #1

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 Sentence Draft #2

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

5. Decide on which sentence you want to begin the body of your essay. Go to the next clean page. 
Title the page: Transition. 

6. Copy your chosen sentence onto that page. 

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS
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Step 9. Edit the Essay

Directions

1. Read over your writing slowly and quietly to yourself. Do the sentences make sense? Are they in 
the correct order? Do they flow smoothly from one line to the next?

2. If you want to make any changes, cut and paste to reorder sentences so that your essay is clear 
and makes sense to your reader.

Use this Editing Checklist to correct any technical errors in your essay.

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS
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Step 10. Write Final Draft
Go to the next clean page. Title the page, Final Draft. 

Rewrite your draft to include all parts of your essay for your final copy. Make sure your essay is in the 
right order and that you use the Revised Body Paragraphs, transition, and any edits you made to the 
rough draft.

ESSAY LESSONS: INSTRUCTIONS

Use these guidelines to make sure you’ve cited and punctuated your quotes correctly.



Response Starters

1. You created a clear picture in my mind when you 

wrote .

2. I liked when you used the word  because 

.

3. I saw what you meant about  when you 

wrote .


