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TRC Helpful Hints 

The following tips will help you use TRC more efficiently and effectively:  

 Determining a Starting Point: Teachers can select a higher- or lower-level TRC text than the one 
indicated by the assessment on the mobile device. Teachers should reference the 
mCLASS®:DIBELS Next® portion of mCLASS®:Reading 3D™ as well as other classroom tools when 
making this decision. Teachers may also want to compare the DORF passages from the DIBELS 
Next assessment to the benchmark books and select a starting book-level based on the student’s 
comfort with the DORF passages.  

 Jumping Levels: During TRC administration teachers can use their professional judgment to jump 
forward or jump back multiple levels for very advanced or very low-performing students. If teachers 
overestimate or underestimate a student's level, the mobile device guides them to the correct 
instructional level.  

 Looking for Patterns: Look for patterns in the class or school as a whole when selecting the 
starting passage. You may find that students in a certain classroom consistently score above or 
below level. This knowledge will help determine the starting TRC level.  

 Struggling Students: Use the frustrational (FRU) button if the student has problems reading the 
selected text level. When students clearly struggle with a text, teachers should use their professional 
judgment and discontinue that text. The assessment will jump to a lower level and/or assign a final 
instructional level to the student.  

 Reading Aloud: With higher-level texts, students must finish reading the books on their own before 
completing a portion of the comprehension questions. Noting when a student should be reading 
independently will better help teachers manage their time as they are not required to remain with the 
student for the entire length of the assessment.  

 mCLASS:Reading 3D Progress Monitoring: Progress monitoring is suggested for students that 
are below Benchmark. Teachers choose the measures for progress monitoring based on each 
student’s problem areas. For example, if a student is at Benchmark on all of the DIBELS measures, 
but is not reading on grade level, the teacher should progress monitor using the TRC measure. 
Alternatively, if a student is at-risk on FSF at the beginning of Kindergarten, progress monitor on 
FSF, as you are working on phonemic awareness with this student. Here are progress monitoring 
frequency suggestions:  

– Intensive (Red): every 2 weeks  

– Strategic (Yellow): every 4 weeks  

– Benchmark (Green/Blue): at least once a grading period 

Over time, you will become increasingly adept at observing reading behaviors during TRC administration 
and determining each student's instructional reading level. While some students will take longer to 
assess than others, once this level is found, it becomes a valuable instructional planning tool and 
provides a starting point for future benchmark assessments.  


