
 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to another issue of 
TitleNotes 
November 2018  

Maintaining professional standards and ethics in the Title Insurance Industry in South Carolina; 

providing information and education consumers; building liaisons with users of the products and 

services provided by our members. 
  

 

 

 

President's Letter 
  

 

Hello Members! 
  
Fall has FINALLY arrived in the Palmetto State and you know what that means: 
TAX BILLS! That’s right, the annual tradition of County-by-County headaches 
has commenced. Updating Settlement Statements, dealing with annoyed 
lenders/clients/realtors, and hoping the Counties wait their turn are common 



 

this time of year, but we can all take comfort in the thought that we are all in 
this together.  PLTA has been sending emails out to all of our members to 
keep you informed when we hear about another County issuing 2018 bills. 
We are here to make your lives and your law practices easier when and where 
we can. Please let us know about any changes in your County or any way we 
can help you. PLTA is a valuable resource that only becomes more valuable 
with membership involvement. 
 
Thanks, 
  
Sarah Fuentes, Esq., President of the PLTA 2018-2019 

  

  

 

Event Announcements 

 

Save the Date for the 2019 Annual Spring PLTA Convention! 
 
The 2019 PLTA Annual Spring Convention will be held in downtown 
Charleston, SC, from Wednesday, April 10th, through noon on Friday, April 
12th, at Embassy Suites Hotel, 337 Meeting Street, Charleston.    

www.historiccharleston.embassysuites.com 
 
Education Committee Chair, Rose Braddock, advises that the Education 
Committee is diligently working on a seminar consistent with the convention 
theme of "The Road Less Traveled".  We are seeking 6 hours of CLE 
credit.  Topics will include sections on surveys, a mental health credit, solar 
farms, tax assessments, social media dilemmas, and more. 
 
We will keep you updated as we complete our planning and send out the 
registration information. 
 
Hope to see everyone there! 

  

 

Lunch and Learn CLE Program 
Stay tuned for information on the upcoming Charleston Lunch and Learn 
CLE program scheduled for January, 2019.  We will send an email 
announcement to all members with specific details once all is firmed up. 

  

http://www.historiccharleston.embassysuites.com/


 

Underwriter Member Seminars 
You can find events scheduled for the title insurance industry on Events & 
Announcements section of our website: www.scplta.org 

• November 9th, 2018 - Commonwealth Land Title/Fidelity National 
Title - 1:00 p.m., Baker Building, 700 Huger Street, 2nd floor 
conference room, Columbia, SC, 4 hour CLE program 

• December 17th, 2018 - Chicago Title - 8 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. - Annual 
Seminar, Marina Inn at Grande Dunes Hotel, Myrtle Beach, SC, 7 
hours of CLE credit 

• February 6th, 2019 - Commonwealth Land Title/Fidelity National Title 
- Charleston Seminar, Hyatt Place, Details TBD, 6 hours CLE credit 

• October 14th, 2019 - Chicago Title - Annual Seminar, Columbia, SC. 
Details TBD 

  

  

News & Notes 
  

ALTA ONE - Defy Convention 
Report by Darcy Templeton, Esq., President-Elect, PLTA 

  
This year’s annual title summit for ALTA was held in Los Angeles, 
California.  PLTA’s own Cynthia Blair of Columbia, SC was invested as the new 
ALTA president for the coming year.   Congratulations Cynthia! 
 
This year’s theme was “Defy Convention”, which certainly resonates with PLTA 
members as we all hope to be able to go forward through the PLTA as 
instruments of change and innovators for our industry.  The theme was 
present throughout the convention, from the opening speaker who made the 
case for not tiptoeing in the ocean of our industry but, rather, jumping in and 
making a giant “title” wave, to the illustrations of how innovation does not 
always mean new invention but could simply be a new purpose or point of 
view.  In an ever changing industry that seems to become more complicated 
every day, the topics were inspiring and left all attendees with a sense that 

http://www.scplta.org/


 

change might not be something to view with a jaundiced eye. 
 
Sessions covered a myriad of topics that ran the gamut from how to build 
leaders to the status of millennials in the marketplace.  Of particular note for 
the PLTA were the sessions on e-notarization (I would expect South Carolina 
to have some legislation coming down the pike on this sometime in the not 
too distant future) and on the nature of payment systems in the future related 
to both application and security (Have you had anyone try to send money to 
your trust account via CashApp?  How long do you think it will be before 
mobile forms of payment are all that people use?  How do you make certain 
that these payments are secure?) 
 
Throughout the sessions, there was a pervasive sense that the way we 
process paper and transactions is going to be dramatically different in the very 
near future and that those who move with the “wave” would survive and those 
who fight against it will perish.  To that end, however, it was very clear that 
the message wasn’t to let the wave roll over you but, rather, to simply modify 
your  “motion in the ocean” to allow the wave to work for you.  This resonates 
with the message of the PLTA.  We are working for our members and our 
industry to help them with resources  they need and are actively promoting 
and supporting legislation to help to navigate the “title” sea. 
  

  

American Land Title Association Elects Cynthia Durham 
Blair NTP as President 

  
Washington, DC, October 12, 2018   - The American Land Title 
Association (ALTA), the national trade association of the land title insurance 
industry, announced that Cynthia Durham Blair NTP has been installed as 
president for the 2018-2019 year. 
  
“I am truly privileged to lead such a strong group of title industry professionals 
who work diligently every day to ensure our customers don’t have to worry 
about their property rights when purchasing a home,” said Blair, who is also 
a founding member of the law firm Blair Cato Pickren Casterline LLC in South 

http://www.alta.org/
http://www.alta.org/


 

Carolina. “Helping unite our more than 6,300 members and the land title 
insurance industry under the ALTA umbrella is a job I am humbled to have 
and one I take seriously. I am enthused to start working on our upcoming 
strategic priorities alongside ALTA’s Board, staff and membership this year.” 

Read the full press release 

 

  

 

Blockchain Can't Protect Property Rights, but Title 
Insurance Can 

  
It’s hard to open a newspaper today (or, more accurately, scroll through the 
news) without seeing an article about blockchain. This new technology is 
taking our society by storm with many touting its wide-ranging benefits. There 
are potential applications of blockchain technology that touch the title 
insurance industry, including, but not limited to, land recording systems. 
Enthusiastic proponents argue that these systems would be so efficient and 
secure that they would eliminate the need for title insurance. However, this 
argument ignores the fundamental purpose of title insurance: to protect a 
homeowner against undiscovered title issues and provide assurances of 
property rights. Blockchain technology will not replace title insurance; rather, 
it will ensure that the title insurance industry will endure. 

Read the full article from ALTA.ORG/news 

 

  

 Can an Alley Be the Basis of an Appurtenant Easement in 
SC? 

The Court of Appeals says it can. 
  

Two valuable downtown Charleston residential lots were the subject of an 
easement case decided by the South Carolina Court of Appeals on September 
19.* Much to the dismay of the owners of 45 Lagare Street, the Court held 
that an appurtenant easement exists in the form of an alley that runs along a 

https://www.alta.org/publications/press-release.cfm?American-Land-Title-Association-Elects-Cynthia-Durham-Blair-NTP-as-President
https://www.alta.org/news/news.cfm?20180419-Blockchain-Cant-Protect-Property-Rights-but-Title-Insurance-Can


 

boundary of 45 Lagare Street for the benefit of 47 Lagare Street. 
 
Master-in-Equity Mikell Scarborough had granted summary judgment in favor 
of the owner of 47 Lagare Street, finding an easement appurtenant burdened 
45 Lagare Street, and the Court of Appeals affirmed. 
In 1911, the properties were considered a single lot known as 47 Lagare Street 
owned by W.G. Hinson. That year, Hinson divided the property, creating 45 
Lagare Street, and conveying that lot to his niece. The 1911 deed established 
an easement for the benefit of the 47 Lagare Street, which Hinson retained. 

Read the entire article from Claire Manning's blog, 
Letstalkdirtsc.com 

 

  

  

 

What Do You Want To See in Our 
Communications? 

 
We would like to get your input and feedback on how we can best 
communicate information to our members.  Please send your responses to: 

info@scplta.org. 
Your input will be greatly appreciated!! 

  

  

  

 

The PLTA will be sending out annual membership dues 
notices in November for calendar year 2019.  We look 
forward to another fulfilling year together. 
  

  

https://letstalkdirtsc.com/2018/09/28/can-an-alley-be-the-basis-of-an-appurtenant-easement-in-sc/
https://letstalkdirtsc.com/2018/09/28/can-an-alley-be-the-basis-of-an-appurtenant-easement-in-sc/
mailto:info@scplta.org


 

This email was generated for the Palmetto Land Title Association.  This is an 
official communication from Palmetto Land Title Association.  

View our website 
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