
 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to another issue of 
TitleNotes 
February 2019  

Maintaining professional standards and ethics in the Title Insurance Industry in South Carolina; 

providing information and education consumers; building liaisons with users of the products and 

services provided by our members. 
  

 

 

 

President's Letter 
  

 

Hello Everyone! 
  
PLTA has been busy with our post-holiday business rush.  But that doesn't 
mean we've forgotten how to have fun!  We're getting ready for our Oyster 
Roast in March and our Convention in April. We hope you will all join us for a 
great time in Charleston.  We're also very excited about the legislative agenda 



 

we have this session.  PLTA's greatest strength has always been our ability to 
act as a voice for its members in this area. We are proud of our flat-fee bill 
getting pre-filed in the House, and we will support it in the Senate and all the 
way to the Governor's desk.  It's my hope that our members continue to stay 
engaged in the process and come to us with their questions, comments, and 
opinions with all things Dirt Law.  The issues up for debate this year will affect 
the daily practice of residential closings, so please reach out to use and help 
us make this year one of PLTA's best! 
 
Thanks, 
  
Sarah 
Sarah Fuentes, Esq., President of the PLTA 2018-2019 

  

  

 

Event Announcements 

  

 

 

March 7, 2019 PLTA Oyster Roast 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

River Rat Brewery, 1231 Shop Road, Columbia, SC 29201 
Register Here - complimentary for Members 

  

  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/palmetto-land-title-association-oyster-roast-tickets-55761716796


  

 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I - I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

-Robert Frost 

  

 

2019 Annual Spring Convention 
PLTA Presents: 

"The Road Less Traveled" 
April 10-12, 2019 

Embassy Suites in Historic Downtown Charleston, SC 
337 Meeting Street 

Charleston, SC 29403 
  

Join us as we enjoy the culinary delights of Charleston, SC, and receive 6 
hours of CLE credits, including 1 hour of ethics credit and 1 hour of mental 
health credit.  All CLE credits are currently in application stage. 
Seminars include solar farms, surveys, manufactured homes, claims, social 
media, mental health and e-notary topics.  
The below registration link also provides hotel registration information.  The 
deadline to get the group rate is March 11! 
  

Detailed Convention Agenda  

 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/amo_hub_content/Association997/files/2019%20PLTA%20Annual%20Convention%20Schedule(1).pdf


Register by check or online 

 

  

 

Legislative Update 
 
The focus of the legislative committee this year is the flat/predictable 
recording filing fee bill, which has been pre-filed as House Bill 3243 
(https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess123_2019-2020/bills/3243.htm).  The 
bill is currently referred to the House Judiciary Committee and is scheduled 
to be hard on Wednesday, Feburary 20th and presented by Representative 
Beth Bernstein.  In addition to Representative Bernstein, the following house 
members have indicated a willingness to sponsor/co-sponsor the house 
bill: West Cox, Marvin Pendarvis, Micah Caskey, Russell Fry, Seth Rose, 
Weston Newton, Mandy Powers Norrell, and Laurie Funderburk. 
 
We now need to file a companion bill in the SC Senate.  Julie Stutts with the 
ROD association is reaching out to Senators Setzler and Young to serve this 
role, but we could use as many sponsors as possible if anyone on the board 
has relationships with state senators. 
 
These are the other real estate related bills in front of the legislature: 

• Revisions to auditor statute prepared by Julie Stutts with the ROD 
association 

• Senate Bill S160, which would provide for the DOR to create a central 
indexing system for tax liens. 

  

COURT OF APPEALS RULING ON THE ATTORNEY 
PREFERENCE STATUTE 

By Jesse Cavett, Esq., AmTrust Title 
  
The South Carolina Court of Appeals recently issued its opinion in Quicken 
Loans, Inc. v. Wilson, et al (Opinion No. 5613, Filed January 9, 2019).  The 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/amo_hub_content/Association997/files/2019%20Annual%20Convention%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess123_2019-2020/bills/3243.htm


 

case examined our attorney preference statute holding that a creditor 
complied with the statute when inserting prepopulated responses into the 
attorney preference form.  
 
During the loan origination process, an agent of Quicken gathered 
information from the applicant over the phone by asking, “Will the borrower 
select legal counsel to represent them in this transaction?" If the applicant 
replied, "no," Quicken prepopulated the attorney preference form to read, 
"I/We will not use the services of legal counsel." No list of attorneys was 
provided in the event the applicant had no preference. If the applicant 
responded, "yes," Quicken prepopulated the form to read, "Please contact 
lender with preference." Quicken's procedure did not permit an attorney’s 
name to be inserted into the form at the time of the phone call, but would 
not generate a loan application package without asking the attorney 
preference question. A finalized application was either mailed or emailed to 
the applicant. Applications in which the applicant responded, "no," to the 
attorney preference question were forwarded to Quicken's affiliate company, 
Title Source, Inc., which acted as settlement agent and subcontracted with 
attorneys to perform the closing services. Respondent declined the services 
of legal counsel during the phone application stage and subsequently signed 
the prepopulated form. 
  

Read the full article 

 

  

 SC COURT REVERSES ITSELF ON "ACTIVE 
ENERGY"JUDGMENT ISSUE 

South Carolina dirt lawyers seldom breathe a sigh of relief when our Supreme 
Court decides a real estate case. But the November 21 opinion in Gordon v. 
Lancaster* was greeted with a collective “thank goodness”!  We were living 
with a less-than-exact term for the viability of a judgment, and we didn’t like 
it. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/amo_hub_content/Association997/files/Attorney%20Preference%20Statute%20by%20Jesse%20Cavett%2C%20Esq_%2C%20AmTrust%20Title.pdf


 

The question in this case was whether a creditor may execute on a judgment 
more than ten years after enrollment when the ten-year statutory period for 
execution** expires during the course of litigation. The Court overturned its 
2010 decision in Linda Mc Co. v. Shore***, which held that, despite the 
passage of more than ten years, the judgment continued to have “active 
energy” because the judgment creditor had filed for supplemental 
proceedings. 

  

Read the entire article from Claire Manning's blog, 
Letstalkdirtsc.com 

 

  

  

 

Successful January Lunch-and-Learn in 
Charleston 

  
On January 17th the PLTA held a successful lunch-and-learn program at The 
Charleston Museum.  CLE ethics credit was provided to attendees of the 
seminar entitled "Spiraling Upward:  Improving Lawyer Mental Health".  Beth 
Padgett, M.Ed, M.A., CACP, Co-Director of Lawyers Helping Lawyers of the 
South Carolina Bar had prepared information presented by Lucinda Gardner, 
Esq., of Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC in Charleston.  Also, 
Stephanie Sullivan, LPC, MAC, CHC, M.ED of the Life Guidance Center in 
Charleston presented. 

https://letstalkdirtsc.com/2018/11/
https://letstalkdirtsc.com/2018/11/


  

 

  

 

Top photo:  David Ziegler, PLTA Director, Kimberly Ziegler, PLTA Membership 
Committee Chair, Beth Sullivan, Lucinda Gardner. 

  

  

 

Have you renewed your 2019 PLTA membership?  Annual 
membership dues were due by January 31, 2019 and March 
1, 2019 is the deadline to retain an active membership.  Use 
the below link to complete your membership renewal. 



2019 PLTA Membership Record 

 

  

 

This email was generated for the Palmetto Land Title Association.  This is an 
official communication from Palmetto Land Title Association.  

View our website 
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