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| can explain how morphological
awareness affects literacy

development.

| have some tools | can use and
share with teachers to explicitly

teach morphology.
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Layers of Language

Word Unit of Analysis



Wolter, J. A., & Dilworth, V. (2013). The Effects of a Multilinguistic Morphological Awareness Approach for
Improving Language and Literacy. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 47(1), 76—85. doi: 10.1177/0022219413509972



What are the Tiers?

Tier 3: whole class core differentiated instruction + additional
targeted instruction (often small group in addition to core
instruction) + intensive support

whole-class differentiated instruction + small group
targeted instruction (in addition to core instruction)

Tier 1: whole class data-driven differentiated core instruction




“By 10 years of age, a child’s
knowledge about the structure of
words is a better predictor of decoding
ability than is phonological awareness.”

Kirk, C., & Gillon, G. T. (2009). Integrated Morphological Awareness Intervention as a Tool for
Improving Literacy. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 40(3), 341-351. doi:



Why address morpholoc

Multi-syllabic words

Decoding, Vocabulary,
Comprehension, Spelling

Increased linguistic demand of
curricular vocabulary

Technical words in middle school
starts at 8-10 per page.

Technical words in high school
Increases to 22 per page.

Morphology connects vocabulary, sounds, spelling,

comprehension, and writing

Links to
Language and
Literacy

Vocabulary

Phonological
and ;
Orthographlc /
Morphological

Awareness



Types of Morphemes

FREE MORPHEMES

o Lexical (teach, dog, deliver)
o Functional (a, the, and, but)

BOUND MORPHEMES

o Derivational (re-, pre-, -ful, -ly)
o Inflectional (-ed, -ing, -est)




Types of Bound Morphemes

Inflectional Morphemes

Change what the word does in terms of
grammatical properties, but do not create a
new word

They can pluralize the word (number)
apartment - apartments

They can change the verb tense
shout - shouted

They can show possession
Kate - Kate’s

They can show comparison

sweet->sweeter

Derivational Morphemes

@ Added to words to form new words
@ They can change the meaning of the word.
correct - incorrect

@ They can also change the grammatical category
of the root word

friend = friendly

(noun) (adjective)
@ Prefixes and suffixes can be derivational
@ Examples:

-ness re-
-ly pre-
-less un-



Morphosyntactic:
Syntax I1s encoded Into the suffixes

= Suffixes that form nouns:
= Suffixes that form verbs:

-ate: graduate
-ate: graduate, educate,

exaggerate -1ty purity, security, salinity

-lon/1an: nation, vision,
« Suffixes that form adjectives: musician

-1C: heroic, fantastic, exotic

-lve: expensive, active, creative - Suffixes that form adverbs:

-ly: slowly, quickly, carelessly




interruptions

How many morphemes are there? 4
What are they? inter rupt ion s

What do they mean?

inter = between

rupt = break or burst
ion = characterized by
s = plural form

- tion/¢tian, cion/cian, sion/sian



Tier 1 Instruction & the SLP



Weave morphology conversations into
existing instruction:

Academic Vocabulary

T. Yes, that's an octagon. How did that
word tell you how many sides it hase”

S: Because ‘oct-’ is a prefix that means
‘eight’, and ‘gon’ is a root that means
sides, so an OCTagon has EIGHT sides.

Decoding

T: What do these words all have in common?
prevention, prepare, present, preview,
pretest, predict

S: They all have ‘pre’ at the beginning of the
word.

T: So, you know that part, let's attack the rest
of the word now!

Comprehension
From text: The gardener is a naturalist.

T. “Naturalist. That word has nature in it. Nature has
to do with the physical world. | also know that -ist
has something to do with a person who does a
specific action. He must be a person that believes
in using things from the earth in his gardening.”

Spelling

The weekly word list includes the word ‘highest’.
Explain the spelling pattern of ‘igh’ makes the long |
sound, but add that the morpheme —est makes it the
superlafive form (greatest degree of an adjective)
and therefore will be spelled ‘est’, never ‘ist’



* Pronounce the word. Students
pronounce the word. Write the
word to read. Talk about syllables,
morphemes, spelling, part of
speech, etymology.

* Define the word using a student-
friendly definition.

« Say more about the word using
different examples.

* Ask students “yes” or ¢“no”
questions about the word’s
meaning.

 Elicit word use by students (e.g.,
Think-Pair-Share)

From LETRS 3" Edition, Unit 5

Vocabulary Routine

Include morphology in your discussion about words.

Model curiosity about words and why they have certain
morphemes in them.

Include students in that discussion and with each other.

EX.= interruptions



Example:

When he struck out in the
bottom of the 9t", he conceded

defeat.

How could you incorporate
syntax AND morphology in
your whole group
instruction?

Parsing Sentences
Syntax + Morphology!




POLL—True or False

lesson
solanning

Teaching morphology
requires the
preparation of separate
and additional lesson

plans. .



Tier 2 Targeted Instruction



Instructional Questions:

How do we know what morphemes
to teach?

How can we connect these to
standards?

What materials can we use?
How do we integrate syntax,

orthography, and comprehension
with morphology?

Building Knowledge
through Words:

Context Clues, Word Building,
Word Function, Application

Crade 4

Student Worlkbool

Name




Week 1, Day 1

Uncover the Meaning (Using Context Clues)

Prefixes Root Suffixes
uni- -er
. form =
to shape, mold =
Context Clues to help find the meaning Working Definition of
of the underlined word. word

| used new software to
format the appearance of
my essay.

| could see the strong
outline of the reck
formation from far away.

The letter said that my
science fair project must

conform to the rules of
the contest.

Write a sentence using a word with the root form in it to show its meaning.

Blackwell, 2023 Blackwell, 2023 3

/



Week 1—Level A

Day 1

ncover the Meaning (

Prefixes
uni-
in-

to

Discuss each sentence listed in the table be

underlined word's meaning. Facilitate think
students to record their thoughts in their be

conversation.

“What were the hints in the sentenc
word? How does that help me unde
“How does knowing the root word ¢
“What meaning do all these words h
Utilize rich discussion to apply how

Context

Clues to t
of the

| used new software to
format the appearance of
my essay.

apj

| could see the strong
outline of the rock
formation from far away.

The letter said that my
science fair project must
conform to the rules of
the contest.

Week 1—Level A

Day 2: Word Building

Intreduce
Root

“Today we are going to build some woi
about the root word ‘form’. What doec

Power
Prefixes

“l can add prefixes to it to change the r
to show direction, or to show intensity.
Qur power prefixes this week are: 'uni-
The prefix ‘uni-* means ‘one’ (which ¢
The prefix ‘in-' means ‘into’ (which gi

Power
Suffixes

“The function of a suffix is to change t+
speech.

Qur power suffixes this week are ‘-ly’,
‘~ly’ usually describes an action (calle
‘-er’ can either be added to compare
“~s’ can indicate that an action is hap)
(more than one).

“We have to look at the word in the co
having on the word.”

Werd
Building

“When we add a prefix and/or suffix fo
same word meaning family. Notice tha
which means they will all share that me

“Let's build some weords. Look at the W
power morphemes for the week. Take
each column moving from left to right.
need to pick one from each column, bu
columns. Some of the words you creat
words and that's okay. We will still disc
would mean if it WERE a real word. As
words you created, we are going to tall
prefix/suffix changes the overall meani
how the meaning of the root can be se
words you build.”

“Generate a list of words and then wri
brain learn where fo divide words into
what the new words you build mean.”

Ask students to generate a sentence us

meaning.

Dr. Shelley Blackwell, 2023

After the students create their words, ¢
mean? How do you know? Whatdo e
suffix/prefix to _____ --how does that cl
Discuss if the words they built are real

Dr. Shelley Blackwell, 2023

Week 1—Level A

Day 3: Connect to Function

“Today we are going to talk about the function of words in sente
writing, it's important that we create sentences that are grammat
communicating the message you are intending to send. To do th
the parts of speech words have, but also, it's important to know 1
sentence.”

“Let's practice using some of these words with our target root wi
the slides and your job will be to consider what the word is tellin
action? lIs it describing something? s it the person/place/thing/i
weord have a different function if we put it in a different sentence

“Let's try some:” (Have students circle the function and then writ
class.)

In student workbook:

What is the purpose of the bolded word in each sentence?

1. She will be informing her supervisor about her nee:
name show action

| know this because informing is something that “sh

The reformed team took on new tasks in its first ye.
name show action

| know this because it tells me more about the team

This program looks good in its reforming.
name show action

| know this because the program is changing and th,

You are going to need informed consent before you
name show action

| know this because it is telling me what kind of con

After each sentence, discuss how the students determined the fu
different sentence using the same word and see if it has the sam
flexibility in the functions of words/parts of speech in context ani
expression development.

Dr. Shelley Blackwell, 2023

R.11: D

or clarify the ing of and

meaning words and phrases based on grade level reading and

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies

Week 1—Level A

Day 4: Expand and Explore

Develop short phrases with students (or independently) that include words built on the root
that can challenge students’ thinking about vecabulary in context. This expands the
students’ familiarity with morpheme word families and contextual clues. Use the questions
below to quide your discussion. You may need to help with defining the phrase, but see if
the students can answer “How does the meaning of our root help explain the meaning of
the word/phrase?” Have the students choose one sentences to explain on their own after
the class discusses all of them.

“What does that phrase mean? How do you know?”

“What word has our reot in it? What does that word mean?”

“How does the meaning of our root help explain the meaning of the word/phrase?”
“Can you think of another phrase using the word with our root in it?”

In Student Workboolk:

Choose one sentence/phrase and explain how the bolded word's meaning is connected to
its target morpheme’s meaning.

1. informational text
Since form means_shape or mold, infermatienal means text that shapes our
knowledge

conform to the fashion trends
Since form means shape or mold, eenform means to match or shape your behaviors

to what is happening around you

the fermative years
Since form means shape or mold, fermative means having to do with shaping or
molding behavior and expectations during the early years of life

political reform
Since form means shape or mold, reform means to shape again: to make things
different

Dr. Shelley Blackwell, 2023




Parts of Sp

Noun
A noun names a Thing, person,

verb

A verb shows action. It tells w

is doing.

Adjective
An adjective describes a thing
or idea.

Adverb

An adverb describes how an a
carried out

Blackwell, 2023

L

Prefixes have 3 functions:

. Negation (examples: uncooperative, nonsense, disho
. Direction (examples: revise, preview, e ject)
. Intensity (examples intense, extreme—in, ex-mean very:

Suffixes have 2 functions:

. Change number, tense, or degret
{examples: dogs, jumped, happier)
. Change the part of speech

(examples: fame (noun) —famous (ad jective), quick (ad jective)>quickly (¢

Roots:
¢ Andlo-Saxon base words can star
alone as words by themselves
¢ Latin roots cannot stand alone

e Greek roots can be combined to |
new words and cannot stand alon

Blackwell, 2023

Latin Roots

Visual Cue

Meaning

form

port

scrib/script

spec/spect

struc/struct

flect/flex

dic/dict

mit/mis

duc/duce/
duct

pel/puls

fac/fic/
fact/fect

cur/curs

aud

pos/pound

plic/ply




We bS i te AcceSS : https://sites.googIe.com/view/tier3|anguageliteracy/hose

Language Literacy Interventions Home  Structured Literacy = Orthography | Morphology f§ Q

Language Literacy
Interventions

SCAN ME
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Let’s do a little practice.




Uncover the Meaning (Using Context Clues)

Prefixes Root Suffixes

inter- cede/cess/ceed -ing
con- to go, vield, or surrender

-S
pre- -ed
re-

Context Clues to help find the meaning Working Definition of
of the underlined word. word

After the candidate lost
the election, he conceded
and went home.

Watching the bridal
procession come in the
church was breathtaking.

His receding hairline
made it look like he was
bald.

Write a sentence using a word with the root cede/cess/ceed in it to show its meaning.




Word Building

cede

to go,
yield, or
surrender

What words can you build? List them here:




Connect to Function

What is the purpose of the bolded word in each sentence? Circle the function and explain.

1. The preceding sentence is a rather lengthy one in comparison.
name show action describe
| know this because
| was happy that someone had interceded on my behalf the other day.
name show action describe
| know this because

3. After thirty years of marriage, he looked at his latest pictures and could no longer
doubt his receding hairline.
name show action describe

| know this because
4. When he struck out in the bottom of the ninth, his tfeam conceded defeat.
name show action describe

| know this because




Expand and Explore

Choose one sentence/phrase and explain how the bolded word’s meaning is connected to
its target morpheme’s meaning.

1. proceeded down the hallway
Since ceed means , proceeded means

waters began to recede D ay 4

Since cede means , recede means

successful completion of a degree
Since cess means , successful means

time for recess
Since cess means , recess means




Tier 3 Intensified Instruction



MOI’pheme Small Group

Activities

Madness Link



https://sites.google.com/view/tier3languageliteracy/home

Morpheme Madness: Suffixes-Lesson 1

Activity 1-Word Sort

Complete the word sort using the cards ' Activity 2 - Word Sums
and begin thinking about how to explain v Activity 3 = Word Building

the words and discussed as agroup, ans\ Use [ed] to build regular past fense verbs for the present tense verbs listed below. Make sure you
1. What is the targeted morpheme? Suffix: follow the spelling rules as you write the regular past tense forms.
Present Tense Verb Regular Past Tense Verb
Example Word
play
2. What does it mean?
comment
present
3. Does it change the part of speech whe bleach
use
yes ho
study
_ _ approve
4. What are the spelling rules when using
admit




Prefix Sort — Grades 2-4

unhappy rewrite inactive
unsure rebuild immobile
unrest restart inoperable
unfair reappear | immature
unable recheck insecure
unplug reapply inaccurate




joy

happy

feeling” ous




word Analogies

Name:

Analogies

Directions: Complete each analogy by adding your own comparison.

r

il. act: acting :: snow :

2. bake : baked :: walk :

3. dog : dogs :: ride :

4. baby : babies :: candy :

5. paint : painted :: weed :

.

J

Directions: Use the words to write three analogies.

-
song wash ponies  girls songs
girl  pack washed packed pony

\_

daisy
daisies

~\

J




Split the words re|fresh

un|b0rn
spending
lightest
depressing
hopeless
unhappy
refillable
Write the word sums
friendly = ... S
misspelling = ...+ o SO
quietly = ... F oo
reminded = ... +
loveable = ... ... S
freshness = ... o

Sample taken from “How Words Work”, written by Wendy Goldup




AfFixs

Meaning:




Name:

Build bigger words.

vise

or Ioh re ing ad super

Write the words you build.

Building Bigger Words 67 © Primary Gonoepts

( Sample taken from Building Bigger Words, written by Joan Westley \



e

ot phrase with this one-click extens

Etymonline.com

Examples: recess, adventure ONLINE ETYMOLOGY DICTIONARY

Trending words: chigger january homage resolution chooser

ONORONORORONOPE
S~


https://www.etymonline.com/

IEP Learning Targets for | cccen

Elements for

Reading Standards

Word Recognition Reading Fluency ,

Ongoing Language Comprehension Development >



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b1-8DT_iWlscAB2y71D6ARKxKr5JlUbC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110668504667559725850&rtpof=true&sd=true

Novnce

| DONT UNDERSTAND ! 1 | UNDERSTAND WHAT
THIS AT ALL. ? 'M DOING.
INEED' M STARTING T( | CAN DO
LOT O GETII THIS ON
V D\a/NIL L
e | STIL m
NEED ..~ ‘
LITTLE | UNDERSTAND AND
HELP. CAN DO THIS
EASILY.
. | CAN
Fist to Four TEACH A
FRIENDI

Where are you?

| can explain how
morphological awareness affects
literacy development.

| have some tools | can use and
share with teachers to explicitly
teach morphology.



“Like a good conversation, good

Instruction is interactive; it is not Input
Input — Input — Input.”

—Anita Archer

Contact Me

Dr. Shelley Blackwell, SLP.D
shelleyblackwell0b@gmail.com
@sblackwellSLPD
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