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Overview of Programs Available for Relief and Recovery

• Federal Nursery Crop Programs

• Federal Small Business Programs

• Federal Individual Relief Programs

• Statewide Initiatives

• NCNLA Resources 



Federal Nursery Crop Programs

There are five programs sponsored by the United States Department of Agriculture that 
may be of assistance to NC nurseries following Hurricane Matthew:

• Federal Crop Insurance Programs

• Tree Assistance Program

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program

• Emergency Loan Program

• Emergency Conservation Program



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Crop Insurance

Federal Crop Insurance programs are administered by USDA's Risk Management Agency 
(RMA), which underwrites crop insurance policies for hundreds of commodities in the 
United States. Crop insurance policies vary based on commodity and region.

Historically, utilization of federally-sponsored crop insurance programs in the nursery 
industry is low. However, there are two primary types of federally-sponsored crop 
insurance coverage available to nursery producers:

• Catastrophic Risk Protection Endorsement (CAT Coverage)

• Nursery Commodity Insurance (Buy-up)

Federal crop insurance policies are sold and serviced by private insurance companies. If 
you have coverage, contact the insurance agent who sold the policy to begin the disaster
application process.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Crop Insurance

Catastrophic Risk Protection Endorsement (CAT Coverage)
• Pays 55 percent of the price of the commodity established by RMA on crop losses in 

excess of 50 percent
• The premium on CAT coverage is paid by the Federal Government; however, 

producers must pay a $300 administrative fee for each crop insured in each county
• CAT coverage is not available on all types of policies

Nursery Commodity Insurance
• Nursery crop insurance is available in all states to all persons operating nurseries that 

meet certain criteria
• Coverage levels range from 50 to 75 percent of your plant inventory value. Crop 

insurance premiums are subsidized as shown in the following table:



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

The Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists 
and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters. Producers do not need to carry crop insurance in order to 
qualify for assistance under TAP.

TAP is administered by the Farm Services Agency at the county level. The enclosed 
program Fact Sheet covers the program basics, including:

• Eligible Tree Types
• Eligible Losses
• Eligible Producers
• Acreage Limitations
• Payment Limitation and Adjusted Gross Income
• Payment Calculator
• Application Deadlines
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Tree Assistance Program 

OVERVIEW

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the Tree Assistance 
Program (TAP) to provide financial assistance to 
eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers to 
replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes, and 
vines lost by natural disasters.  TAP is administered 
by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

ELIGIBLE TREE TYPES

Eligible trees, bushes, and vines are those from 
which an annual crop is produced for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, 
nut and Christmas trees produced for commercial 
sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible for 
TAP assistance.

ELIGIBLE LOSSES

To be considered an eligible loss:

• Eligible trees, bushes, or vines must have    
suffered more than a 15 percent mortality loss 
in a stand (after normal mortality) due to a 
natural disaster;

• Mortality loss on a stand of eligible trees, 
bushes, or vines is based on:
o  Each eligible disaster event, except for losses 

due to plant disease;
o   For plant disease, the time period as 

determined by the FSA for which the stand 
is infected.

• The loss must not have been preventable 
through reasonable and available measures;

• The loss must be visible and obvious to the 
FSA representative; if the loss is no longer 
visible, FSA may accept other loss evidence 
and determine whether that other evidence 
substantiates that an eligible loss due to natural 
disaster occurred;

• FSA may require information from a qualified 
expert to determine extent of loss in the case of 
plant disease or insect infestation.

ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS

To qualify for TAP, eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers must:

• Have suffered qualifying tree, bush or vine 
losses in excess of 15 percent mortality for the 
stand (adjusted for normal mortality) from an 
eligible natural disaster;

• Have owned the eligible trees, bushes and 
vines when the natural disaster occurred, but 
eligible growers are not required to own the 
land on which eligible trees, bushes and vines 
are planted;

• Replace eligible trees, bushes and vines within 
12 months from the date the TAP application is 
approved.

ACREAGE LIMITATIONS

The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes, or vines for which an eligible 
orchardist or nursery tree grower can receive TAP 
payments cannot exceed 500 acres annually.

PAYMENT LIMITATION AND ADJUSTED 
GROSS INCOME (AGI)

For 2012 and subsequent program years, no person 
or legal entity, excluding a joint venture or general 
partnership, may receive, directly or indirectly, 
more than $125,000 total in payments under TAP. 

In applying the limitation on average adjusted 
gross income, an individual or entity is ineligible 
for payment under TAP if the average AGI of the 
individual or entity exceeds $900,000. 

Direct attribution provisions apply to TAP for 2011 
and subsequent years. Under direct attribution, any 
payment to a legal entity will be considered (for 
payment limitation purposes) to be a payment to 
persons or legal entities with an interest in the legal 
entity or in a sub-entity.
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PAYMENT CALCULATOR

For tree, bush, or vine replacement, replanting and/
or rehabilitation, the payment calculation is the 
lesser of the following:

• 65 percent of the actual cost of replanting, in 
excess of 15 percent mortality (adjusted for 
normal mortality), and, where applicable, 50 
percent of the actual cost of rehabilitation, 
in excess of 15 percent damage or mortality 
(adjusted for normal tree damage and mortal-
ity), or;

• The maximum eligible amount established for 
the practice by FSA.

APPLICATIONS

The following table provides the final dates to 
submit a TAP application and supporting 
documentation:

Date of Loss Final Date to Submit an 
Application and Supporting              
Documentation

Calendar year 
2015 and 
subsequent 
years

Later of 90 calendar days of:
• The disaster event, or
• The date when the loss is 

apparent.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information on FSA disaster programs, 
visit http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov or visit your local 
FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.        

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination against its customers, employees, and 
applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, 
religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political 
beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual 
orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is 
derived from any public assistance program, or 
protected genetic information in employment or in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by the 
Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all 
programs and/or employment activities.) Persons with 
disabilities, who wish to file a program complaint, write 
to the address below or if you require 
alternative means of communication for program infor-
mation (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) please 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities and 
wish to file either an EEO or program complaint, please 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of 
discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at 
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the 
form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 
information requested in the form. Send your completed 
complaint form or letter by mail to U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at 
program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

Tree Assistance Program – Specifics
• TAP is a cost-reimbursement program, which means that payments are calculated 

based on estimated actual costs to replace or rehabilitate lost or damaged trees, 
bushes or vines. 

• The replacement and rehabilitation activities must take place within 12 months after 
the application is approved. Payment is not made until activities are completed.

• The eligibility “trigger” of mortality losses are those in excess of 15%. Mortality 
related to plant disease may be examined over longer periods if determined 
appropriate considering the longer time scale for these infections.

Tree Assistance Program – Reimbursement Amounts
• The reimbursement amount for the cost of replanting trees lost due to a natural 

disaster is 65% 
• The reimbursement amount for rehabilitation of eligible trees, bushes or vines is 50% 

of the cost of pruning, removal and other costs incurred for salvaging existing plants.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

TAP Program Specifics (Beyond the Fact Sheet)
Definitions are a critical part of FSA’s interpretation of loss. Here are some of the key 
terms for which applicants should take note:

• County Committee – Means the respective FSA committee in a given county
• Lost – Means, with respect to the extent of damage to a tree or other plant, that plant 

is destroyed or the damage is such that it would, as determined by FSA, be more cost 
effective to replace the tree or other plant than to leave it in its deteriorated, low 
producing state

• Normal Damage – Means the percentage, as established for the area by the FSA State 
Committee, of trees, bushes, or vines in the individual stand that would normally be 
damaged during a calendar year for a producer (“Normal Mortality” has similar 
definition)

• Stand – Means a continuous acreage of the same type of trees (including Christmas 
trees, ornamental trees, nursery trees, and potted trees), bushes (including shrubs), 
or vines.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

TAP Program Specifics (Beyond the Fact Sheet)
Guidance regarding eligible losses includes:

• “The individual stand must have sustained a mortality loss or damage loss, as the case 
may be, in excess of 15% after adjustment for normal mortality or damage, to be 
determined or based on:
• Each eligible disaster event, except for losses due to plant disaster;
• For plant disease, the time period, as determined by the Deputy Administrator, for 

which the stand is infected.”

Type of Event Date of Event Deadline for TAP

Direct Loss – Disaster Event October 8-9, 2016* January 8, 2017

Disease Loss Not Yet Established 90 Days Following Designation

*On October 25, 2016, State FSA ED Bob Etheridge requested 40 county disaster area 
designation from Deputy Secretary.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

TAP Program Specifics (Beyond the Fact Sheet)
Guidance regarding eligible losses includes:

• “The damage or loss must be visible and obvious to the county committee 
representative. If the damage is no longer visible, the county committee may accept 
other evidence of the loss as it determines is reasonable.”

• “The county committee may require information from a qualified expert*, as 
determined by the county committee, to determine extent of loss in the case of plant 
disease or insect infestation.”

*Ensuring that there is a qualified expert that can provide information on plant damage 
due to disease or insect infestation will be critical to the application/claims process. In 
many cases, FSA county offices may be unfamiliar with ornamental horticulture. 

NCNLA is recommending use of Commercial Horticulture agents in extension, particularly 
the Area Specialized Agents, to assist county committees in assessing plant damage.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

Process for Applying for the Tree Assistance Program:
1. Must provide an application for payment and supporting documentation to FSA 

within 90 calendar days of the disaster event (direct loss) or date when the loss of 
trees, bushes, or vines is apparent to the producer (disease loss).

Notes:
• Application for payment must be submitted to FSA administrative county office that 

maintains the producer’s far records for the agricultural operation (will need FSA farm 
number – can get onsite)

• A completed application includes:
• A completed application form provided by FSA;
• An acreage report for the farming operation
• Subject to verification and a loss amount determined appropriate by the county 

committee, a written estimate of the number of trees, bushes, or vines lost or 
damaged that is certified by the producer or a qualified expert, including the 
number of acres on which a loss occurred; (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

Process for Applying for the Tree Assistance Program:
1. Must provide an application for payment and supporting documentation to FSA 

within 90 calendar days of the disaster event (direct loss) or date when the loss of 
trees, bushes, or vines is apparent to the producer (disease loss).

Notes:
• A completed application includes (CONTINUED):

• Sufficient evidence of the loss to allow the county committee to calculate whether 
an eligible loss occurred; (pictures, inventory lists, anything and everything)

• A farm operating plan, if a current farm operating plan is not already on file in the 
FSA county office.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

Process for Applying for the Tree Assistance Program:
2. Before requests for payment will be approved, the county committee:

• Must make an eligibility determination based on a complete application for assistance

• Must verify actual qualifying losses and the number of acres involved by on-site visual 
inspection of the land and the trees, bushes, or vines;

• May request additional information and may consider all relevant information in 
making its determination; and

• Must verify actual costs to complete the practices, as documented by the producer.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

Tree Assistance Program – Payment Calculations
Payment to nursery grower for cost of replacing or rehabilitating trees, bushes or vines in 
excess of 15% damage or mortality (adjusted for normal damage or mortality) is:

Type of Payment Amount of Payment

For the cost of planting seedlings or cuttings, to 
replace lost trees, bushes, or vines, the LESSER of:

• 65% of the actual cost of the practice, or
• The amount calculated using rages established 

by the Deputy Administrator for the practice

For the cost of pruning, removal, and other costs 
incurred for salvaging damaged trees, bushes, or 
vines, or in the case of mortality, to prepare the 
land to replant trees, bushes, or vines, the LESSER
of:

• 50% of the actual cost of the practice, or
• The amount calculated using rates established 

by the Deputy Administrator for the practice



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Tree Assistance Program

Tree Assistance Program – Eligible Costs
The eligible (and ineligible) costs for reimbursement under TAP are as follows:

ELIGIBLE COSTS

Seedlings or cuttings, for tree, bush, or vine replanting

Site preparation and debris handling within normal 
horticultural practices for the type of stand being re-
established, and necessary to ensure successful plant 
survival

Pruning, removal, and other costs incurred to salvage
damaged trees, bushes, or vines, or, in the case of tree 
mortality, to prepare the land to replant

Chemicals and nutrients necessary for successful 
establishment

Labor to plant seedlings or cuttings as determined 
reasonable by the county committee

Labor used to transplant existing seedlings established 
through natural regeneration into a productive stand

INELIGIBLE COSTS

Costs for fencing, irrigation, irrigation equipment, 
protection of seedlings from wildlife, general 
improvements, re-establishing structures and windscreens

Any other costs not listed as an eligible cost, unless 
specifically determined eligible by the Deputy 
Administrator



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Non-Insured Crop Disaster Program

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers 
of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters. Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage
for 2016 crops. 

NAP is administered by the Farm Services Agency at the county level. The NAP program is 
targeted for uninsurable types of crops and includes:

• “Crops grown in a controlled environment, such as mushrooms and floriculture”
• “Value loss crops, such as aquaculture, Christmas trees, ginseng, ornamental nursery 

and turf-grass sod”

NAP provides basic coverage equivalent to the catastrophic level risk protection plan of 
insurance coverage, which is based on the amount of loss that exceeds 50 percent of 
expected production at 55 percent of the average market price for the crop.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Loan Program

The Emergency Loan Program (ELP) is triggered when a natural disaster is designated by 
the Secretary of Agriculture or a natural disaster or emergency is declared by the 
President under the Stafford Act. These loans help producers who suffer qualifying farm 
related losses directly caused by the disaster in a county declared or designated as a 
primary disaster or quarantine area. Also, farmers located in counties that are contiguous 
to the declared, designated, or quarantined area may qualify for Emergency loans.

For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous 
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a 30% reduced price for flood 
damaged crops, may be eligible for assistance, too.

The Farm Service Agency administers the Emergency Loan Program through county 
offices. This is a rare, direct loan program that is administered by a government agency 
and not through a qualified lender (unlike SBA Disaster Loans).



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Loan Program

Emergency Loan Program basics include:

Loan Uses

Restore or replace essential property

Pay all or part of production costs
associated with the disaster year

Pay essential family living expenses

Reorganize the farming operation

Refinance certain debts

Eligibility

Own/operate in a designated disaster or quarantine area

Established “family farm” operators

Have suffered at least a 30 percent loss in crop production

Have an acceptable credit history

Are unable to receive credit from commercial sources

Can provide collateral to secure the loan

Have repayment ability

There are some differences between this direct lending program and what you might 
find at a traditional commercial lender:

• Borrowers must keep acceptable farm records
• Borrowers must operate in accordance with a farm plan they develop with local FSA staff
• Borrowers may be required to participate in a financial management training program and obtain crop 

insurance



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Loan Program

ELP Collateral Requirements:
All emergency loans must be fully collateralized. The specific type of collateral
may vary depending on the loan purpose, repayment ability and the individual
circumstances of the applicant. If applicants cannot provide adequate collateral, their
repayment ability may be considered as collateral to secure the loan. A first lien is
required on property or products acquired, produced or refinanced with loan funds.

ELP Loan Limit/Terms:
• Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses to a 

maximum amount of $500,000.
• Loans for crop, livestock and non-real estate losses are normally repaid within one to 

seven years, depending on the loan purpose, repayment ability and collateral 
available as loan security. In special circumstances, terms of up to 20 years may be 
authorized. Loans for physical losses to real estate are normally repaid within 30 
years. In certain circumstances, repayment may be made over a maximum of 40 years.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Loan Program

ELP Current Loan Rate:
Effective November 1, 2016, the current Emergency Loan Rate is 3.125%

ELP Application Deadline:
Applications for emergency loans must be received within eight months of the county’s 
disaster or quarantine designation date



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Conservation Program

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) helps farmers and ranchers to repair 
damage to farmlands caused by natural disasters and to help put in place methods for 
water conservation during severe drought. The ECP does this by giving ranchers and 
farmers funding and assistance to repair the damaged farmland or to install methods
for water conservation.

ECP is administered at the state and county levels by FSA.

Nursery producers are currently NOT eligible for ECP funds. However, in 2005, thanks to 
a lobbying effort led by the Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association, 
eligibility for the program was expanded to include ECP to nursery producers.

NCNLA would like to be positioned to make a similar request of federal 
legislators/regulators as federal policy makers consider potential supplemental relief 
packages or as part of the December 2016 continuing resolution.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Conservation Program

ECP Land Eligibility
For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, 
if untreated, would:

• Impair or endanger the land;
• Materially affect the land’s productive capacity;
• Represent unusual damage that, except for wind erosion, is not the type likely to recur
frequently in the same area and;
• Be so costly to repair that federal assistance is or will be required to return the land to
productive agricultural use.

Conservation problems existing before the applicable disaster event are ineligible for ECP
assistance.



Federal Nursery Crop Programs – Emergency Conservation Program

ECP Payments
ECP participants may receive cost-share assistance of up to 75 percent of the cost to 
implement approved emergency conservation practices. Qualified limited-resource 
producers may receive cost-share assistance of up to 90 percent of the cost to 
implement approved emergency conservation practices.

• Individual or cumulative requests for cost-share assistance of $50,000 or less per 
person or legal entity, per disaster are approved at the county committee level. 

• Cost-share assistance requests exceeding $50,000 require approval from the state 
committee or national office. 

• Cost-share assistance is limited to $200,000 per person or legal entity per disaster.

ECP Eligible Conservation Practices
• Debris removal from farmland
• Grading, shaping or leveling land
• Other conservation practices authorized by FSA county committee



Federal Small Business Programs

The Small Business Administration (SBA) provides low-interest, long-term loans for 
physical and economic damage caused by a declared disaster. There are four types of 
disaster loans offered by SBA:

• Home and Personal Property Loans

• Business Physical Disaster Loans

• Economic Injury Disaster Loans

• Military Reservists Economic Injury Loans

Loans made through these programs are guaranteed by the federal government, and are 
made available through commercial lenders. This is not a direct loan program.



Federal Small Business Programs

The “Fine Print” on SBA Disaster Loan programs:

• By law, agricultural enterprises (including horticulture) are not eligible for disaster assistance from SBA.
However, a business may be primarily an agricultural enterprise but also have a non-agricultural,
separable component (retail or landscape).

• The nonagricultural venture may be eligible for a business physical disaster loan regardless of the
"primary" activity of the overall business structure or affiliated group. To be eligible, the non-
agricultural venture must be a separable operation and not just part of the agricultural enterprise, with
separable and distinguishable income, operations, expenses, assets, etc.

• SBA regulations define nurseries (nursery farms) as commercial establishments deriving 50 percent or
more of their annual receipts from the production and sale of ornamental plants and other nursery
products, including, but not limited to, bulbs, florist greens, foliage, flowers, flower and vegetable
seeds, shrubbery, and sod. Nursery farms are not eligible for physical disaster loans.  For purposes of
physical disaster loan eligibility, a business deriving less than 50 percent of annual receipts from the
production of nursery products is not an agricultural enterprise and is eligible.



Federal Individual Relief Programs

Some tools that can allow businesses to begin to recover are available from the federal 
government. Additionally, NCNLA has received questions about programs available to 
employees, friends and family within the green industry that are suffering in the wake of 
storm.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) operates two programs that may 
be of benefit to employees as they begin to recover from the storm:

• Federal Assistance to Individuals and Households program
• Disaster Unemployment Assistance program

To apply for FEMA disaster relief programs, employees must be located in an area that 
has been declared a major federal disaster. Employees must also register with FEMA in 
order to apply for these programs at: www.fema.gov/disaster/4285



Individual Relief Programs – Assistance to Individuals and Households

FEMA’s Individuals and Households Program (IHP) provides financial help or direct 
services to those who have necessary expenses and serious needs if they are unable to 
meet the needs through other means. FEMA's IHP Program includes:

Housing Assistance
Includes: Temporary Housing (rent, rental housing), Repairs (not covered by insurance), 
Replacement (under rare conditions, limited) and Semi-Permanent or Permanent Housing 
Construction (also under very rare circumstances)

Other Needs Assistance
Includes: “Medical and dental expenses,” “Funeral and burial costs,” “Repair, cleaning 
and replacement,” “Clean-up items,” “Repairing or replacing vehicles,” and “Moving and 
storage expenses.”

Other needs assistance may also include other necessary expenses or special needs.



Individual Relief Programs – Disaster Unemployment Assistance

FEMA’s Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) provides unemployment benefits and 
re-employment services to individuals who have become unemployed as a result of a
major disaster and who are not eligible for regular State unemployment insurance.

The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) oversees the DUA program in coordination with 
FEMA, which provides the funds for payment of benefits and reimburses the state for its 
administrative costs. To be eligible, individuals must:

• Not be eligible for regular UI;
• Be unemployed as a direct result of the disaster;
• Be able and available for work, unless injured as a direct result of the disaster (see 

conditions below);
• File an application for DUA within 30 days of the date of the announcement of 

availability of DUA; and,
• Have not refused an offer of employment in a suitable position. 



Statewide Relief/Recovery Initiatives

Though most relief programs for individuals and businesses are operated through and 
funded by the federal government, the State of North Carolina has historically provided 
supplemental relief to augment what is available through those federal programs.

Under Statewide Relief/Recovery Initiatives, there are two primary areas (one current, 
one potential) upon which green industry businesses might focus:

• CURRENT: North Carolina Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program

• FUTURE: Supplemental Relief Programs (2005 – “Operation Brighter Day”)



Statewide Relief/Recovery Initiatives

Though most relief programs for individuals and businesses are operated through and 
funded by the federal government, the State of North Carolina has historically provided 
supplemental relief to augment what is available through those federal programs.
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• CURRENT: North Carolina Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program
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Statewide – NC Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program

The Emergency Bridge Loan Program is designed to help North Carolina small businesses 
and family farms begin the recovery process while federal loans, insurance payouts and 
other disaster relief funds are pending approval.  It is not designed to be the primary 
source of assistance to affected small businesses, which is why eligibility is linked to 
pursuit of other sources.

The Emergency Bridge Loan Program is administered by the N.C. Rural Economic 
Development Center, the Small Business and Technology Development Center (SBTDC), 
and the Community College Small Business Center Network. 

The program is administered through Small 
Business and Technology Development 
Centers, of which there are 6 in the state 
(noted in circles in the graphic). The areas 
shaded in green are eligible for some type of 
assistance.



Statewide – NC Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program

Emergency Bridge Loan Program – Eligible Businesses
• Eligible applicants must have between 1 and 100 employees.   
• Eligible applicants must be a for-profit small business or farm established prior to 

October 4, 2016 and demonstrate economic or physical damage as a result of 
Hurricane Matthew. 

• Any individual with greater than 20% ownership in the affected business must cosign 
the loan.  Only one loan per individual.

• A borrower will be required to sign an agreement that proceeds of the loan will be 
used only for purposes of maintaining or restarting the business in the designated 
area. Use of proceeds to pay off debts already incurred for qualifying business 
maintenance or restart purposes may be authorized on a case-by-case basis.

• A borrower will be required to certify that the proceeds of anticipated claims, other 
loans applied for or to be applied for, or financial assistance grants will be used to 
repay the loan.



Statewide – NC Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program

Emergency Bridge Loan Program – Loan Details
• Loan amount between $1,000 and $15,000.
• Loans will have 90 or 180 day terms and will be interest-free for the loan term
• Payments are not required during the established loan term, but loans must be paid in 

full by end of the loan term
• Interest will begin to accrue at the expiration of the established term of each loan, and 

the following will apply:
• 12% per annum on the unpaid balance following expiration of the established 

term.
• Default is subject to normal commercial collection process.

This program provides a short-term loan, not a grant, with the expectation that 
repayment will be made out of receipts from other sources of longer term disaster 
recovery assistance. 



Statewide – “Operation Brighter Day?”

In 2005, as multiple named storms caused severe damage and flooding in western North 
Carolina, the General Assembly appropriated funds from North Carolina’s “rainy-day” 
fund to provide supplemental assistance to agricultural producers and small businesses.

The General Assembly earmarked a total of $11.7 million for agriculture-related losses as 
part of the state’s overall hurricane-relief effort, known as “Operation Brighter Day.”

North Carolina farmers who suffered flooding losses received disaster-assistance grants 
from NCDA. That assistance helped farmers with the cost of removing debris from 
farmland, repairing fences and conservation structures, and restoring damaged 
farmland. The assistance was made available to farmers who received aid through the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Emergency Conservation Program.

The NC Rainy-Day Fund currently has a balance of $1.6 billion. Any supplemental relief 
funding will need to be allocated by the General Assembly during its next session.



NCNLA Resources

In addition to organizing volunteer clean-up events, NCNLA continues to manage inquiries from around the country with 
offers of assistance.  We will continue to work directly with individuals and businesses that have offered support to help 
our industry get back on its feet.

NCNLA wants to represent your best interests in Washington and in Raleigh when the time comes for those legislatures 
to examine supplemental relief. But we cannot effectively do so without having the information, stories and evidence we 
need to state our case.

Please utilize the resources that we’ve developed to help NCNLA stand up and tell your story:

FACEBOOK: NC Green Industry – Hurricane Matthew Recovery

www.facebook.com/ncgreenhurricanerecovery

Green Industry Damage & Loss Assessment Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HURRICANEMATTHEWASSESSMENTSURVEY

NCNLA Hurricane Recovery Resource Page

www.ncnla.com (under News & Info heading)
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