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August 5, 2020 

 

The Honorable Roy Blunt 

260 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 

20510 

 

Dear Senator Blunt, 

 

We are grateful for your continued leadership to provide stability and relief to the American people and the 

U.S. economy that are reeling from the COVID-19 pandemic. As you, along with your Senate colleagues, 

negotiate and work towards finding agreement on additional legislation in response to the pandemic, the 

Missouri Limestone Producers Association, strongly urges you to include an immediate infusion of at 

least $37 billion to state departments of transportation (DOTs) to ensure the delivery of planned 

transportation projects whose benefits will extend far beyond this pandemic and forestall further job losses in 

the public and private sectors. 

 

With millions of Americans following “stay-at-home” orders, many state DOTs are facing severe losses in 

revenues, including dedicated user fee revenues on which state transportation programs heavily rely upon. 

Projections continue to show decreases in state motor fuel tax and toll receipts as nationwide vehicle traffic 

reduction bottomed out at about 50 percent during the height of the pandemic. As a result, the ability of state 

DOTs to carry out their core functions, including capital construction programs, is threatened. Since the 

beginning of the pandemic, many state DOTs have imposed furloughs and delayed or cancelled $8.6 billion in 

critical transportation projects, putting at risk transportation construction jobs and the timely realization of 

benefits those projects bring to communities and commerce.  

 

In Missouri, the impacts have been severe, as outlined in a letter to the state’s Congressional delegation in 

July from MoDOT’s Director, Patrick McKenna. His letter stated that Missouri transportation revenues are 

down $40 million from projections through the month of June. The department is also reporting that 

projections in coming months estimate that transportation revenues will be down 10-15% in the future.  This 

has resulted in MoDOT curtailing discretionary spending on equipment, materials and supplies and delaying 

advertising on $58 million of Missouri road and bridge projects. 

 

The need for federal funding for state DOTs remains urgent and ensures infrastructure investment can 

continue. The need is exacerbated given the limited legislative time remaining to pass a multi-year 

reauthorization bill, and if Congress fails to do its job and reverts to short-term extensions, we will be left 

with little certainty in the construction industry. We must pass funding to support our state DOTs – it is the 

most direct and relevant aid we can provide to advance infrastructure investment, and unlike larger state and 

local aid packages that have been suggested, the state DOTs request is only for those relevant public works 

projects and can easily be monitored and tracked no matter the state government recipient.  

 

We must prevent further disruptions to planned transportation projects and allow state DOT employees and 

transportation construction workers essential to planning and delivering these projects to remain on the job. 

This request ensures that our businesses can continue to grow, work and hire more professionals who want to 

be a part of our national economic recovery.   

 



Again, we appreciate your leadership during this unprecedented time. We urge you to provide state DOTs 

with an immediate infusion of federal funding in order to make critical transportation improvements and keep 

Americans working as our country looks to reopen stronger than ever.  If you have any questions regarding 

our economic and project impacts in Missouri, please feel free to contact me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CC: Sam Graves, House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Ranking Member  

 


