
 

May 1, 2020 
 
Senator Roy Blunt 
260 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Blunt, 
 
On behalf of our members across the state of Missouri, thank you for your leadership and work 
combating the COVID-19 pandemic by providing much-needed relief for the healthcare industry and 
working Americans and businesses across the country. As you and your colleagues continue to consider 
future recovery packages to restart the national economy, we respectfully urge you to take action to 
rebuild and modernize America’s infrastructure as part of the next legislative response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

On behalf of our members, we urge Congress to take two important steps related to surface 
transportation infrastructure in the next COVID-19 legislation— the “Phase 4” emergency relief and 
economic recovery package. First, we request an immediate $49.95 billion in flexible federal funding to 
offset what the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) estimates 
will average at least a 30 percent loss in state transportation revenues in the next 18 months. Second, in 
order to boost years-long economic recovery that will be necessary once the national emergency 
subsides, Congress should look to pass a major multi-modal transportation investment package in the 
form of multi-year surface transportation and water transportation reauthorization. 

The 30% decline in revenues projected by AASHTO equals $925 million in Missouri state revenues, 
resulting in the Missouri Department of Transportation losing the ability to leverage an additional $2.1 
billion in federal funds. Losing the ability to leverage these federal funds could result in 400 bridges and 
20,000 miles of Missouri’s roadways not being repaired. 

According to the 2015 U.S. Transportation Construction Industry profile, the design, construction and 
maintenance of transportation infrastructure in Missouri supports the equivalent of 79,083 full-time 
jobs across all sectors of the state economy. This results in a payroll for Missouri workers equal to $2.9 
billion annually, which leads to the generation of an estimated $564 million in federal, state and local 
taxes.  An additional 1,250,475 full-time jobs in Missouri in key industries like tourism, retail sales, 



agriculture and manufacturing are completely dependent on the state’s transportation infrastructure 
network. These workers earn $45.1 billion in wages and contribute an estimated $8.2 billion in 
additional taxes.  Simply put, Missouri’s entire economy depends on transportation infrastructure. 

A bipartisan effort to reauthorize surface transportation programs, and provide $49.95 billion as an 
immediate revenue backstop to state DOT’s, would create and sustain thousands of Missouri jobs,  
shore up our nation’s highway, transit, passenger rail, and water transportation systems, and send a 
bold signal to raise consumer and investor confidence and expectations for economic recovery, while 
strengthening our national transportation system for decades to come. 

Thank you for your continued leadership, and for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

American Council of Engineering Companies of Missouri  
Associated General Contractors of Missouri 
Associated Industries of Missouri 
Citizens for Modern Transit 
Greater Kansas City Building and Construction Trades Council 
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce 
Heavy Constructors Association of Greater Kansas City 
International Union of Operating Engineers Local 101 
International Union of Operating Engineers Local 513 
Missouri Asphalt Pavement Association 
Missouri/Kansas Chapter – American Concrete Pavement Association 
Missouri Limestone Producers Association 
Missouri Municipal League 
Missouri Public Transit Association 
Missouri Transportation Development Council 
Missourians for Transportation Investment 
Sikeston Regional Chamber and Area Economic Development Corporation 
SITE Improvement Association

 


