
Non-Immigrant Visa Related Terms Definition

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

A division within the US Department of State that works to inform both US students wishing 
to study abroad and international students wishing to come to the United States for cultural, 
educational, or professional exchange.

Designated School Official (DSO)

All SEVP-certified schools are required to have one DSO. These individuals are 
responsible for communicating regularly with SEVP. This individual is typically an 
international student’s greatest resource on campus when it comes to the visa process, 
maintaining student status, and following proper regulations and guidelines once in the 
United States.

F-1

Non-immigrant student visa; issued to international students who are attending an 
academic or English language program at a US secondary school. Students must maintain 
student status while studying with this visa, which means maintaining a full-time course 
load.

I-17
Form “Petition for Approval of School for Attendance by Nonimmigrant Student;” this form 
is required to be completed and then certified by SEVP before any school in the United 
States can enroll nonimmigrant students.

I-20
Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status; issued to admitted F-1 and M-1 
students by an SEVP certified school. Required for nonimmigrant visa application and for 
entry into the US.

I-94

Arrival/Departure Record for foreign visitors; Customs officials will compile visitors’ I-94 
arrival/departure information automatically from their electronic travel records for air and 
sea ports of entry or via paper forms for land border ports of entry. Nonimmigrant visitors 
who need to access their I-94 number can go to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
website .

Permanent resident
Lawful permanent residents, also known as green card holders, are non-citizens who are 
lawfully authorized to live permanently within the United States. 

Principal Designated School Official (PDSO)

All SEVP-certified schools are required to have one Principal Designated School Official, 
who serves as the main point of contact for SEVP. Schools with PDSOs can have 
additional Designated School Officials (DSOs), whom they are required to update SEVP 
about and monitor recertification.

Student and Exchange Visitor Information 
System (SEVIS)

A web-based system developed by the DHS to maintain information on SEVP-certified 
schools and the F and M visa students that come to study at them. SEVIS also maintains 
information on the exchange visitor, program sponsors, and J-1 visa holders, which are 
managed through the Department of State. Through SEVIS, the essential I-20 forms are 
issued to students looking to obtain F or M status visas, student records are transferred to 
other institutions, the certification of educational institutions as SEVP-certified are approved 
and monitored.

Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)
Part of the National Security Investigations Division that manages schools, nonimmigrant 
students (F or M visas) and their dependents.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
Comprehensive border management and control by combining customs, immigration, 
border security and agricultural protection all under CBP. Students will deal with employees 
of CBP when they enter and depart the United States.

U.S. Department of State

A department of the United States federal government that is focused on accomplishing 
America's mission of diplomacy at home and around the world. Within the Dept. of State, 
the Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs oversees the J-1 Secondary Exchange 
Program and issues DS - 2019 forms that, when issued to international students allow for 
application to receive a J-1 student exchange visa.



U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE)

Enforces federal laws governing border control, customs, trade and immigration to promote 
homeland security and public safety.

United States Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS)

A department of the United States federal government with responsibilities in public 
security, immigration and customs, cyber security, and disaster prevention and 
management. DHS also issues the I-17 form needed by US secondary schools to apply for 
certification to enroll F-1 international students. 


